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PREFACE 


The object of a school course of Chemistry is not primarily to 
impart a number of chemical facts ; but, rather, to develop 
scientific methods of work, to promote thought, and to encourage 
reasoning. In the scientific work which legitimately finds a 
place in the curriculum of a secondary school, every experiment 
is a link in a continuous chain of inquiry. From a simple 
fact, as for instance the rusting of iron, it is possible to proceed 
step by step to the experimental examination of more complex 
changes and so to determine important principles of chemical 
science. From beginning to end the practical work must have 
a definite purpose in view. 

Such appears to be the spirit in which the suggestive syllabus 
of the Department of Technical Instruction for Ireland, adopted 
by the Irish Intermediate Education Board, has been drawn up, 
and constant reference has been made to it during the prepara- 
tion of this book. 

In the past, the practical work which young students of 
chemistry have been set to perform has had little, if any, 
connection with his lessons in the lecture room. Fortunately, 
it is now beginning to be recognised that only the knowledge of 
chemical theory which is the immediate outcome of his own 
experiments is of real value to the beginner. For this reason, 
what have so long been known as “practical” and “theoretical” 
chemistry have not been separated, and an attempt has been 
made to train the pupil to understand that chemistry is a science 
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in which no statement without an experimental basis is per- 
missible. 

Though the paiticular needs of Irish schools have in a 
measure decided the contents of the book, teachers will 
find that the course described is suitable for any secondary 
school as an introduction to the Study of chemistry. Public 
examining bodies are year by year showing sympathy with the 
“ reseal ch” method of teaching advocated by so many men of 
science who desire to increase the educational value of the 
teaching of science in schools. 

My hearty thanks are due to Prof R. A. Gregory and 
Mr. A. T. Simmons for permission, of which I have fully availed 
myself, to make free use of any of their published books and 
diagrams, and for invaluable suggestions and assistance during 
the preparation of the MS. and the passage of the book 
through the press. 

L. M. JONES. 


August, 1902 . 
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CHAPTER I. 


MATTER AND PROPERTIES OF MATTER. 

Before beginning the study of Chemistry the student must 
become familiar with the properties of Matter, i.e. the 
properties which matter may possess. The word matter is 
so frequently used that it is necessary to form a definite 
idea of what it means. We may say that anything which 
possesses weight is a form of matter. Thus, water is matter ; 
so is wood ; but water is not the same kind of matter as 
wood. Air also possesses weight and is matter. It may 
be said that all the various things, or substances, which you 
can handle are material things. 

Heat is not matter, for it has no weight ; a hot body does 
not weigh any more than the same body when cold. 

It is clear, then, that there are very many different kinds 
of matter, and, before studying further, we must try to 
classify some of the properties which they may possess, for 
probably many kinds of matter will resemble each other 
in some particulars, that is will have some property in 
common. 

1. HARDNESS OF MATTER. 

i. Measurement of hardness. — Procure pieces of flint, rock- 
crystal, a tumbler, chalk, lead, pocket-knife, iron, copper, brass, 
wood, soap, wax, a turnip, carrot, potato, or apple. 

(a) Notice that these things differ from one another, and con- 
sider in what ways they are different. They differ in hardness, 
shape, size, and colour. 

(f) Select one of the things, and notice that it will scratch 
some substances but not others. Test the things which the 
J.c. A <E 
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knife will scratch, or cut, and the things it will not cut. Test in 
the same, way the things the finger-nail will scratch and those 
it will not scratch. 

(c) Arrange the substances in pairs as below, so that one is 
scratched by the other. In this way a continuous table in 
which the substances are arranged according to their hardness 
can be drawn up, thus : 

Flint sciatches glass. Copper scratches lead. 

Glass „ iron. Lead „ chalk. 

Iron „ copper. Chalk „ wax. 

Things differ in hardness. — If you were asked to say how 

the things provided differ from one another, you would 
probably say that they differ in size, shape, colour, hardness, 
and in other ways Now consider exactly what you mean 
by the property of hardness. A stone is hard, so is a piece 
of wood, and so is a piece of iron, but they are not of the 
same hardness/ Some things, then, are harder than others. 

It is* often easy to decide which is the harder of two 
things. For instance, you know that a knife is harder 
than a piece of wood ; for you can often dig your thumb- 
or finger-nail into the wood, but you cannot dig your 
nail into a steel knife. Also, you can cut wood with a 
knife, but you cannot cut it with a piece of india-rubber, 
because the indiarubber is softer than the wood. All 
things which a knife will cut, or scratch, are softer than the 
knife, and all things which it will not cut, or scratch, are 
harder than it 

In the same way, things like potatoes, some woods, chalk, 
bread, blotting paper, and soap can be scratched by the 
finger-nail, and are therefore softer than the finger-nail. 
Things like iron, glass, and flint cannot be scratched, or cut, 
by the finger-nail, and are therefore harder than it. 

The test of hardness. — You will now understand the 
way to find out which is the harder of two things. What 
has to be done is to test which will scratch, or cut, the other. 
If you were asked whether glass or flint was the harder, you 
should try if the flint will sciatch the glass. It does Will 
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the glass scratch the flint ? It will not. The flint is con- 
sequently the harder. 

In the same way, if you were given a large number of 
different things and told to arrange them in the order of 
their hardness, you would take any one of the substances 
and find which of the others it would scratch and which it 
would not scratch. Then another would be taken, and the 
same tests made, and so a list like the one below would be 
made. This is the method always adopted to find out if 
one thing is harder than another. 

1. Diamond. 5. Iron. 

2. Rock-crystal. 6. Copper. 

3. Glass. 7. Lead. 

4. Steel. 8. Wax. 

The hardest substance is first in the list, the next hardest is 
second, and the softest is last: Any of the substances will 
scratch a substance lower in the list, and can be scratched 
by substances higher in the list. Diamond is seen to be 
the hardest substance; it will scratch every other thing. 
Emery is also very hard, and is therefore used for polishing 
many things. 


2. SOLIDS, LIQUIDS, AND GASES. 

i. Three forms of matter. — In addition to some of the solids used 
in the last exercise, take a tea-cup, tumbler, salad-cream bottle, 
round medicine phial, 

piece of india-rubber fjf 

tubing, and a large basin, , — ^ 

or pan, of water. Also ■ 1 |}|, abj 

obtain water, milk, quick- Tji J 

silver, and any other || JsSS* 

liquids available. • 

(a) N oticetliat the solid 

things upon the table are ^ "TV*" 
of different shapes, and containing vessel, 

that the shapes do not alter. 

(3) Show by pouring the same amount of water or other liquid 
into different vessels that the shape of the water depends upon 
the shape of the vessel. (Fig. 1 .) 




Fig. i. — A liquid takes the shape of the 
containing vessel. 
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(i c ) Collect a bottle of ordinary gas, and use it to show that a 
gas has no surface and spreads itself through as much space 
as it can. The following is a way to do this : 

Fill a bottle with water, and invert it in a basin of water ; 
then displace the liquid with gas led from a jet by a piece of 
india-rubber tubing (Fig. 2). Now insert a cork into the neck 
of the bottle while it is still under water, or cover the mouth with 
a glass plate, and lift the bottle out of the water and place it on 
the table. The gas has the size and shape of the bottle. 

Open the bottle and wave it about ; you immediately notice 
the smell of gas throughout the room, and know from this that 
the gas is everywhere in the room, and therefore has the size 
and shape of the room. 



Fig 2. — Collection of a bottle of ordinary coal gas. 


Solids. — Most of the things you see around you have a 
certain size and shape of their own. The table in front of 
you and the desk you sit on have the same shape now as when 
they were first brought into the school, if no one has done 
anything to them. In the same way, a stone, a brick, a 
piece of india-rubber, or a tumbler keep their own shape un- 
less someone breaks them. Things of this kind, which have 
a size and shape of their own, and remain of the same size 
and shape so long as they are not interfered with, are called 
solids. Some solids are harder than others, and some can 
have their shape altered more easily than others But none 
of them change by themselves. If you place a tumbler upon 
a table, and leave it for a while, you expect to find it there 
when you come back, and not changed into a bottle, because 
you know the shapes of solids do not alter unless someone 
alters them. 
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Liquids. — If you put a stone into a tea-cup, then into a 
tumbler, and then into a basin, you know that the size and 
shape of the stone remain the same in all the vessels. This 
is also true of any solid. But if a certain amount of water, 
say a wine-glassful, is taken and poured into a tumbler, you 
know that the water will not keep the same shape that it had 
at first. The water could be poured successively into vessels 
of different sizes and shapes, and finally into the wine-glass 
again ; but though the shape would keep on altering, being in 
every case the shape of the containing vessel, the size would 
remain unaltered. Things which behave in this way are 
called liquids. Such as, for instance, vinegar, oil, milk, beer, 
and lemonade. 

There are other properties of liquids with which you are 
familiar. In the first place, the surface of a liquid at rest is 
always horizontal. You may shake the liquid up into a heap 
by jerking the vessel containing it, but as soon as you leave 
it alone it settles down again until its surface is horizontal. 
The fact that the liquids can be poured from one vessel to 
another shows another property, namely, that liquids flew. 
A liquid can also be broken up into small round drops, such 
as the drops of water which form rain. 

Gases. — When a gas is spoken of, you think of the gas 
used to illuminate rooms and streets. There are, however, 
many other gases, and you will learn about them later. 
Some gases possess a distinct odour and some do not; 
some are poisonous and some are harmless; some, like 
coal-gas, will burn, and some will not. But all gases are 
alike in this respect ; they spread out and fill completely 
the vessel which holds them. A bottle of gas cannot be 
kept unless it is tightly coxked, for after a while the gas 
escapes into the surrounding air. 

Comparison of the size and shape of solids, liquids, and 
gases.— Solids, liquids, and gases are not alike as regards 
size and shape. Solids have a size and shape of their own, 
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which may differ for each solid, but remain the same for 
one particular solid. 

Liquids have a size of their own, but always take the 
shape of the vessel in which they are contained. 

Gases have no definite size or shape ; both these proper- 
ties depend upon the space in which the gases are confined. 
However small a quantity of gas may be, it always spreads 
out until something prevents it from taking up more space. 

3. THE SAME KIND OP MATTER CAN EXIST IN 
DIFFERENT STATES. 

i. Ice, water, and steam axe different forms of the same ldnd of 
matter.— («) Piocure a lump of ice and notice that it is a solid, 
or has a paiticular shape of its own, which, as long as the day is 
sufficiently cold, remains fixed. 

(b) With a sharp bradawl, or the point of a knife, break the 
lump of ice into pieces, and put a convenient quantity of them 
into a beaker. Place the beaker in a warm room, or apply heat 
from a laboratory burner, or spiut lamp. The ice disappears, 
and its place is taken by what we call water. Notice the 
chaiacters of the water are those of a liquid. It has no definite 
shape, for by tilting the beaker the water can be made to flow 
about. 

( c ) Replace the beaker over the burner and go on waiming it. 
Soon the water boils, and is converted into vapour, which 
spreads itself throughout the air in the room, and seems to dis-^ 
appear. The vapour can be made visible by blowing cold air at' 
it, when it becomes white and visible, but is really no longei 
vapour, for it has condensed into small diops of water. 

ii Some metals assume the liquid condition when heated. — Heat 
a piece of lead, or zinc, in an iron spoon. Observe the solid 
metal eventually changes into a liquid, and that more heating is 
required to effect the change than in the case of ice. 

iii. Gradual change of state. — Warm a lump of sealing wax, or 
bicycle cement, in an iron spoon, and notice the gradual con- 
version into a liquid. 

Changes of state in the same kind of matter. — To the 
fact that there are three kinds of material things, we must add 
another idea, viz., that the same matter can exist in all three 
forms. The change in the state of matter, whether from the 
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solid to the liquid condition, or from the liquid form to the 
gaseous state, is most easily brought about by heat. Reverse 
changes, viz., from gas to liquid and from liquid to solid, 
can be effected by cooling. 

The degree of heating required to bring about the above 
changes varies very greatly with different substances. Iron 
must be heated very much more than ice before it can become 
a liquid. Alcohol, again, has to be cooled to a much greater 
extent than water before the liquid condition gives place to 
that of a solid. 

When a substance has, as a result of heating, successively 
passed through the solid, liquid, and gaseous states, then, if 
the conditions are reversed and the gas is continuously 
cooled, the liquid form is first reassumed, and subsequent 
cooling causes the liquid to change again into the original 
solid. 

Sudden and gradual changes.— The circumstances attend- 
ing the change from the solid to the liquid, or from the 
liquid to the gaseous state, are not always the same as in the 
case of water. When a crystal of iodine is heated, it appears 
to pass suddenly from the condition of a solid to that of gas. 
C amphor is another instance of this sudden transition from 
solid to vapour. When, on the other hand, sealing-wax is 
heated, it very gradually passes into the liquid condition, 
and may be obtained in a kind of transition stage — neither 
true solid nor true liquid. 

4. NO LOSS OP MATTER DURING CHANGE 
OP STATE. 

. Weight in solid and liquid states.— (a) Place a piece of 
ice in a flask and weigh the two. Notice the weight, then 
melt the ice by warming the flask, and observe that the weight 
of the water is practically the same as that of the ice. 

ii. Weigh a test-tube containing a little butter or wax. Notice 
the weight. Melt the "butter or wax, and observe there is no 
change of weight. 
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Change of state does not imply change of weight. — At 
first sight it would seem that when the state of a substance 
is changed its weight also undergoes alteration. This, how- 
ever, is not the case. If i lb. of ice is melted, i lb. of water 
is produced, and if the lb. of water is converted into steam, 
there is still only i lb. of vapour, provided that care is taken 
not to let any escape. This constancy in the weight of the 
water, whether in a solid or liquid state, applies equally to 
all substances. 

5 OTHER COMMON PROPERTIES OF MATTER. 

i. Some common things.— Obtain the following: — Piece of glass, 
transparent liquids, sealing-wax, roll-sulphur, slate, lead, feathers, 
cork, sponge, sheet-lead, india-rubber, cane, air-ball or pop-gun. 
Examine each of the things thoroughly, and consider what you 
would want to know about it in order to describe it to a person 
who had never seen it. 

(tf) Notice, for instance, that glass can be seen through (trans- 
parent), and breaks easily (brittle). Lead, and most other things, 
cannot be seen through "(opaque). Lift the lead. It is heavier 
than pieces of the other substances of the same size (dense). 
Beat it into a thin sheet (malleable). Bend or twist it and it 
remains in the shape it is made (pliable). 

( b ) Stretch, bend, compress, or twist the india-rubber, and then 
release it. It goes back to the original shape (elastic). Com- 
press an air-ball or a pneumatic tyre. Release it. It also 
springs back to the original shape ; hence air is elastic. Bend 
cane or whalebone (flexible). 

Glass. — You have now taken a few common things, and 
examined them to learn some of the properties things may 
possess. Consider the properties of Glass. You can see 
through it, and all things you can see through are called 
transparent. Glass, then, is transparent. Some other 
things which are transparent are rock-crystal, air, water, 
and many other liquids. 

If the plate of glass is dropped, or if it is struck by a 
hammer, it breaks into pieces. Things which break into 
fragments in this way are called brittle. Some other brittle 
things are cast-iron, sticks of sealing-wax, roll-sulphur, slate. 
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In being brittle all these things are like glass. In what way 
do they all differ from glass? You cannot see through 
them, or, as is usually said, they are opaque. 

Lead. — What have you learnt about this substance? You 
say it is very heavy. But it is not enough to say that, for if 
you take a sufficient quantity of feathers they 'svill weigh as 
much as the piece of lead. There is, of course, no differ- 
ence between the weight of a pound of lead and a pound of 
feathers. What you meant to say was that a small piece of 
lead was very heavy. Because of this we speak of lead as 
being very compact or . dense. Some other dense things are 
copper, gold, etc. If a very large thing has but a small 
weight, it is not dense. Such things as cork, sponge, cam- 
phor, are not dense. 

Lead can be hammered out into sheets. Sheet lead is 
used for lining tea chests and other boxes. Solids which 
can be beaten out into sheets are called malleable . This 
property of malleability is also possessed by copper, gold, 
platinum, but gold is more malleable than any other solid. 

Lead can be bent and does not spring back; its shape 
after bending, or twisting, remains just as you left it. All 
things which remain just as they are left after bending, or 
twisting, are called pliable. Copper, paper, and sheet-tin are 
also pliable. 

Some substances, however, may be readily bent, but after- 
wards if left to themselves they again spring back to their 
original form. Such substances are said to be flexible, e.g. 
cane, whalebone, etc. 

India-rubber. — The name of the chief property of india- 
rubber is actually given to it when it is made into long 
threads. These are called elastic . India-rubber is called 
elastic, because though you pull it, squeeze it, or bend it, it 
returns to its original shape and size when you leave it 
alone. It is the property of going back to its first shape 
and size after being forced out of it that is called elasticity. 
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If you squeeze an air-ball, or push upon a pneumatic tyre, 
when you remove your fingers they spring back to the shape 
they had at first. These experiments tell you that air is 
very elastic. 


6. OTHER COMMON THINGS. 

Obtain : — a sponge, clean white blotting-paper, glass-funnel, 
a cane, crystals of rock salt and sugar candy, powdered salt 
and sugar, several crystalline substances, such as washing- 
soda, borax, and rock-crystal, some flour and soot, matches, 
magnesium ribbon, a taper, and some clay. 

i. N otice the holes or pores in sponge (porous). Place a sponge 
in a saucer of water, and notice that the water disappears ; it 
goes into the pores in the sponge, and can be squeezed out 
again. Filter water through blotting-paper, folded to form a 
cone, and placed in a funnel (Fig. 3). Show that clay will hold 
water (impervious). 

li. Obseive the regular shape of particles of salt and sugar 
(crystalline). Particles of flour and soot have no regular shape 
(amorphous). 

iii. (<?) Add salt or sugar to water, and notice that it dis- 
appears (dissolves, or is soluble). 

(fi) Show that sand, slate-pencil, and many other substances 
are insoluble. 

iv. Bum a match, paper, magnesium ribbon, etc. (combustible). 
Find some things which will not burn (incombustible). 

S pong e* — By squeezing a sponge you at once find out 
that it is elastic. But the first fact you notice about the 
sponge is that it has lots of holes in it. The holes in a 
cane are smaller than those in the sponge. A thing which 
is full of holes, or pores, is called porous . The sponge, 
therefore, is very porous. But for a thing to be porous it is 
not necessary to be able to see the holes. 

If you take a piece of blotting-paper, and fold it as shown 
in Fig. 3, put it into a glass funnel, and pour some water on 
it, the water finds its way through the paper because, though 
you cannot see them, there are holes in the paper, or it, too, 
is porous. 

Even iron is porous to a small extent, and water is some- 
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times filtered through a certain kind of iron. Pumice, 
charcoal, sandstone are also porous. Things which will not 
allow water to pass, or filter, through them are called imp er- 
vions. Clay is an impervious thing ; so is glass and india- 
rubber. 



Fig. 3 — How to fold a filter paper. 


Salt and sugar. — Salt and sugar are cr ystalline sub- 
stances, that is, each small piece has a certain regular shape, 
which for a particular substance is always the same. Solids 
which take a regular shape like this are called crystals. 
Other common things which occur in crystals are washing- 
soda, borax, diamonds and some other precious stones, 
rock-crystal, and many other substances. It is not always 
possible to recognise the shape of the crystals, as they are 
seldom perfect ; we usually recognise a crystalline substance 
by the bright, glassy appearance of the particle. 

Things which are not crystalline are called amorphous,- a 
word which is made up of two Greek words meaning * with- 
out shape.’ Flour, soot, etc., are examples of amorphous 
things. 

Now, if you put the salt, or sugar, into a glass, or bottle, of 
water, and shake, or stir, the water, you will notice that the 
salt, or sugar, disappears, and if you taste the water you 
easily recognise the presence of the salt, or sugar. You may 
say the salt, or sugar, has dissolved , or is •soluble. Washing- 
soda, nitre, and borax dissolve in water. 

Substances which will not dissolve in water are said to be 
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insoluble. Many things are insoluble in water; for in- 
stance, sand, gravel, slate-pencil, coal, chalk. However long 
you leave these in water they will not dissolve. 

Things which bum. — Many things easily burn in the 
air when made hot enough. If you hold a match in a gas- 
flame you can easily show that it continues to burn after 
taking it out. Similarly, you can make a piece of magne- 
sium ribbon burn. Tapers and pieces of paper also burn 
quite easily. Things which burn in this way are said to be 
combustible . Coal, coke, coal-gas, tallow, wood are com- 
mon combustible things Those substances which will not 
burn are called incombustible.. Slate, iron, bricks, glass, 
etc., will not burn, and are therefore called incombustible 
things. 


QUESTIONS ON CHAP. I. 

1. What have you learnt about the meaning of * matter 1 ? 

2. State m your own words what a solid is, what a liquid is, and what 
a gas is. 

3. How do solids and liquids difFer from one another ? 

4. In what important respects do liquids and gases differ? 

5. What experiment would you do to show that while the size of a 
liquid remains the same its shape can keep on altering? 

6. What plan should you follow if you wished to arrange three 
substances in the order of theii hardness? 

7. Which is the hardest thing you know? What is it used for? 

8. Many substances allow water to pass through them very readily. 
Why is this ? What experiment would you perform to show this in the 
case of blotting-paper ? 

9. What things aie said to be soluble ? Name six soluble things. 

10. What do you mean by a transparent substance and what by an 
opaque thing? Name six transparent things and six opaque things. 

11. Explain as carefully as you can what you understand by a dense 
substance. Name several dense substances. 

12. What things are said to he malleable? Write down the names of 
as many such things as you can. 

13* Why are india-rubber, air, whalebone, etc., said to be elastic? 
How w ould you show that air is elastic ? •/ 

{For additional pi act i cetl exercises upon the subjects of this and subsequent 
chapters see p. 189.) 


CHAPTER II. 


SIMPLE EXAMINATION OF COMMON SUBSTANCES. 

It is now desirable that the student should familiarise him- 
self with some of the substances, or forms of matter, which 
are of common use in chemical laboratories. He should 
learn to examine and describe any substance which may be 
given to him, so as to write out an account of its more 
obvious properties. 

In thus describing a solid it must be remembered that 
nothing should be taken for granted: it must be assumed 
that the person for whom the description is written is, to 
begin with, completely ignorant of the substance in question, 
and the observations recorded should be such that the 
reader is able to form an accurate idea of the substance. 

Order of e xamin ation. — During the examination of a 
substance therefore the following points should be noted : 

(a) State all you can learn of the substance by aid of the 
sense of sight, that is, state whether it is a solid, liquid, or 
gas ; whether it is in large or in small lumps, or in the 
form of a powder. Note also whether the separate particles 
of the substance have a glassy appearance, with straight 
edges where the surfaces cut one another; or whether 
they are dull and lustreless, with no such straight edges. In 
the first case the substance is probably crystalline, in the 
latter amorphous. 

If the substance is in large pieces, state whether it is 
transparent or opaque . State its colour, and if there are any 
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other points concerning it which are evident to the eye, be 
sure to state them. 

(b) What is learnt concerning the substance by the use 
of the sense of smell ? Has the substance in question any 
odour ? If so, is the odour pleasant or otherwise ? 

It is very difficult to describe odours exactly; but, 
if the odour seems sharp, making you draw back and cough, 
it may be termed a sharp or pungent odour ; if it appears to 
hang at the back of your throat and prevent you breathing 
properly, it may be termed a heav}\ choking odour. 

(r) The feel of the substance should be stated, whether 
it feels dry or moists etc. Some substances have a smooth, 
soapy feel. Others feel soft, like flour ; or gritty, like pow- 
dered glass. 

(d) The substance should then be subjected to other tests. 
It should be hammered on an anvil or a slab of metal, in 
Older to see whether it is malleable, or brittle. You should 
test whether it is hard or soft, and, if possible, test about 
what is its degree of hardness according to the table on 
p. 3. If you can, you should test whether it is flexible 
or not, and whether or not it appears to be elastic. 

(tf) These observations having been made, you should, if 
permitted by your teacher, but never without obtaining 
such permission, taste the substance to see whether any 
definite taste is noticed, such, for example, as a salt or saline 
taste ; a sweet or an acid taste. 

You may then proceed to test the substance in other 
ways. 

(/) Determine whether it is soluble or not in water. In 
doing this you should also notice whether the addition of 
water to larger quantities of the substance has any effect 
For example, whether the water appears to be absorbed, to 
generate heat, or to alter the form of the substance, etc. 

(^) The substance should then be heated in a test tube, 
or in a crucible, and the effects noted. Particular attention 
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must be paid to changes apparent in the substance itself, 
such as change of form, change of colour, melting, etc. 
Any other changes, such as the evolution of vapours, etc., 
must also be recorded. 

For the purpose of heating substances in a chemical 
laboratory a form of gas burner, called a Bunsen burner, is 
generally employed (see Fig. 75). The noticeable point 
about the burner is that near its base are two small holes, 
which may be covered up by turning a small outer tube. 
When these holes are closed the gas burns with a bright 
luminous flame which, however, deposits soot on objects 
placed in it. When the holes are open the flame is not 
luminous, and no soot is deposited, and this non-luminous 
flame is always employed for heating purposes. 

Sometimes the gas catches alight at the bottom of the 
burner ; it then burns with a long, straight, narrow flame, and 
not only makes the whole burner inconveniently hot, but 
also gives out an unpleasant odour. The burner is then 
said to have struck back. When this is the case the gas 
should be turned off and the burner re-lighted ; it may also 
be remedied by sharply striking the india-rubber tubing 
with the edge of the hand. 


7. EXAMINATION OF SALT. 

i. Salt. — Examine, according to the scheme just explained, the 
specimen of common salt provided, and recoid carefully all your 
observations. Examine the appearance of the particles to the 
eye, then employ a lens, and describe what you see. Has it 
any odour ? 

ii. Take a little of the substance in your fingers and rub it 
between them, noting whether it feels gritty or not. Test it to 
see whether the separate pieces are malleable or not Taste it 
and note the result. 

„ Place a few grains in a test tube and add distilled water. 
Shake vigorously and notice whether or not the grains dis- 
appear. Taste the resulting liquid. Heat carefully for some 
time in a crucible a small amount of the substance. 
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. , A description of common salt. — You will have observed 
; from these tests that salt is a white, crystalline powder. Its 
separate grains consist of small rectangular solids. They 

belong, in fact, to what is known 
as the cubical system, and natural 
crystals of considerable size may 
be obtained (Fig. 4). The natural 
form of salt, known as i-ock salt, 
is largely obtained from certain 
salt deposits which are found, in 
layers of varying thickness, in • _ 
Austria, and in England in 
Cheshire. From these deposits 
the salt is obtained either by 
quarrying, or by forcing in water, 
pumping out the solution, and then evaporating. It is also 



Flu 4.— Crystal of common salt 



Fig. 5. — Evaporation of sea water. 


obtained by the evaporation of sea water (Fig. 5). {The 
natural crystals, which are larger than those of the purified 
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product employed for household use, are also usually 
coloured owing to the presence in them of impurities, 
chiefly iron compounds. - Salt feels gritty to the touch, as, 
indeed, do most crystalline powders ; it is also brittle, the 
larger crystals readily breaking up into smaller parts when 
struck. 

Salt is inodorous, but has a very sharp saline taste. It 
dissolves readily in water, the resulting solution possessing 
a taste similar to that of the solid. 

When salt is heated a crackling sound is heard, but no 
vapour of any description is given off. This crackling, 
termed decrepitation , is due to the breaking up of the larger 
crystals, under the influence of heat, into smaller portions. 
If more powerfully heated it may be noticed that salt 
fuses, but there appears to be no real change in the 
nature of the substance, since it still possesses the same 
taste and properties. 

It is understood that all the substances dealt with in the 
following pages afe to be examined in a similar manner 
In certain cases additional experiments may be required 
and these will be noted in their proper places. 

<r 

8. EXAMINATION OP SAL-AMMONIAL. 

i. Examine a specimen of sal-ammoniac according to the pfar 
followed in the case of common salt. Carefully describe all the 
observations made. 

ii. Action of beat upon sal-ammoniac. — Place a small quantity 
of the substance in a crucible and heat. Note the dense^white 
fumes which rise. Place a large funnel over the heated crucible 
and^observe the result. Scrape off the funnel some of the white 
deposit and taste it Try the effect of water on a part of the 
deposit, also try the effect of heat upon another portion. 

Description of sal-ammoniac. — Like salt, sal-ammoniac 
is a white crystalline powder. The form of the crystals 
cannot usually be made out, even with a lens. But, speak- 
ing generally, the crystals appear to be feather-like forms. 

J.c. b 
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If, however, any good crystals are present in the specimens 
given to you, the crystals may be seen to resemble the 
diagram given (Fig. 6). Sal-ammoniac appears gritty to the 
touch, and is brittle. It possesses no odour, but has a very 

sharp taste resembling that of salt, 
but being more acrid, or burning. 

It is readily soluble in water. 

When heated sal-ammoniac 
soon gives off white fumes, and 
eventually completely disappears, 
being converted into a gas with- 
out first melting to a liquid. In 
the cooler air, and upon the 
funnel, the gas again forms the 
solid, for your experiments have shown that the white deposit 
is still sal-ammoniac. ^This phenomenon of the change of a 
solid into a vapour, and its subsequent cooling to a solid of 
the original nature, is termed s uhlimat iopj-and a few other 
examples will probably be met with during your chemical 
studies. ~ , r / y / r 

P'- J.&.vs.v. C-L: C. 

9. EXAMINATION OF CHALK. 




Fig 6. — Crystals of sal •ammoniac 


i. Examine the chalk provided according to the scheme given 
on p. 13. 

ii. CliaUc is not soluble in water. — Shake up a small quantity 
of chalk with distilled water and allow the liquid to settle. 
Pour off a quantity of the clear liquid into an evaporating basin 
and heat the basin on a piece of wire-gauze over a Bunsen burner, 
so that the Mater is driven off. Notice that no white powder 
remains. The chalk was not dissolved, or chalk is insoluble in 
water. 


Description of chalk.— Chalk will be found to take the 
form of an amorphous powder, or amorphous lumps, but if a 
thin slice is examined under a lens of high magnifying 
power, or under a microscope, the chalk may be seen to be 
composed, to a large extent, of minute shell-like structures 



EXAMINATION OF COMMON SUBSTANCES 


19 


(Fig. 7). These are, in fact, the remains of a minute form 
of animalcu le, "which even now lives in sea-water. The fact 
that the chalk is thus composed of the remains of marine 
organisms^proves that it must have been originally deposited 
at the sea-bottom.) Hence, the chalk hills, which occur in 
many parts of England, must at one time have formed a 
portion of an ocean bed. 



Fig 7. — Appearance of chalk under a microscope. 


‘//Chalk feels softer to the touch than common salt, and leaves 
a white mark on the fingers. It does not dissolve in water. 
A few grains placed in a test-tube of water remain, even 
after rigorous shaking. II eat has apparently no effect upon 
it, the product left in the crucible being still unchanged 
chalk, while no vapours are observed to be driven off. The 
student must, however, remember that this is only true 
when chalk is not subjected to an intense heat, for. as is 
well-known, it is by strongly heating chalk that the ordinary 
lime of the builder is obtained. 

It must be remembered that the substance called * chalk * used for 
blackboard writing is usually a composition which is nol chalk, and 
must not be used where chalk is described. 
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10. EXAMINATION OP SAND. 

i. SaacL — Examine according to the scheme previously em- 
ployed. 

ii. If possible, examine sand under the low power of a 
microscope. 

Description of sand. — Sand is usually obtained as a pale, 
yejlojy, granular, crystalline powder. It is very hard, J and “if 
a few grains be rubbed over glass, it will be seen that the 
glass becomes scratched, so that sand grains are harder than 
glass, and cannot be reduced to a powder by a pestle and 
mortar. It is quite insoluble in water, and is unchanged 
-by heating. Under the microscope it is observed that 
each grain has a glassy appearance, but that the edges have 
been largely worn away by the rubbing of the grains upon 
one another. 

11. EXAMINATION OF BLUE VITRIOL. 

i. Blue vitrioL — Examine as before. 

ii. T&e effect of heating "blue vitrioL— (a) Place a quantity of 
powdered blue vitriol in a large test-tube, fitted with a cork 
through which passes the short arm of a long tube bent at 
about 6o°. The long arm of the bent tube dips down to the 
bottom of a dry test-tube. Heat the blue vitriol and notice that 
the vapour dnven off collects and condenses in the second 
tube and forms there a^ clear, transparent liquid (Fig. 8). When 
sufficient of the liquid is collected it should be examined. This 
can be more readily done, if the liquid obtained by several 
students be collected together for examination. 

(£) Place a little of the liquid in a test-tube containing also a 
thermometer. Heat over a very small flame until the liquid 
boils, and carefully note the boiling point. 

(c) By means of a giaduated pipette take an exact number, say 
5 c.c. of the liquid, and deliver it into a clean beaker previously 
weighed. Weigh the beaker again and so obtain the weight of 
the 5 c.c. of liquid. From this calculate the weight of i c.c., 
that is the dejisify of the liquid. 

(d) If they are available, mix up some powdeied ice and salt in 
a small beaker and immerse in the mixture a narrow test-tube 
containing a thermometer and a few c.c. of the liquid. Keep 
the test-tube irt the beaker until the liquid is observed to be 
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frozen, when the tube should be taken out and the frozen liquid 
allowed slowly to melt. When ‘melting occurs observe the 
temperature recorded by the thermometer. 



ill. Change of colour of blue vitriol. — Drop a little of the white, 
anhydrous powder (obtained by heating blue vitriol) into water. 
Notice the instantaneous change to a blue powder with the 
subsequent dissolution. 1 


Description of blue vitriol. — The blue vitriol with which 
the student is provided will probably be in the form of 
tolerably large, blue crystals with plane, glassy faces. If 
any perfect crystals are present, their 
shape should be drawn. The crystals 
will be found to be of the form shown 
in Fig. 9. They are very brittle, being 
very readily broken up into a powder 
when struck by a hammer. The 
crystals are not so hard as steel, since a 
knife will easily scratch them, but they 
are considerably harder than the finger nails, 
are inodorous, but they must not be tasted. 



Fig. 9. — Crystal of blue 
vitriol. 


The crystals 
The crystals 
readily dissolve in water, forming a blue solution 


1 The term dissolution is now largely used for the act of dissolving, the 
term solution being restricted to the resulting product. 
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When heated in a test-tube the crystals break up into a 
light blue powder. At the same time a vapour is given off 
which condenses in drops towards the top where the test- 
tube is cold. By continued heating the powder becomes 
almost perfectly white. On allowing to stand this white 
powder again becomes blue. 

If the liquid formed by the condensation of the vapour 
given off when blue vitriol is heated be collected and 
examined in the manner described in E\pt. 1 1, ii-, it will 
be found that the liquid is clear and transparent and 
possesses a boiling point of ioo° C Its density is i, and 
its freezing point (or the melting point of its solid form) is 
o° C. These tests are sufficient to identify the liquid as 
wafer. You have consequently learnt that the blue vitriol 
crystals lose water on heating and form a white powder. 
Many crystals will be found similarly to contain water, and 
this water is spoken of as water of crystallisation. The 
white powder which no longer contains any water is termed 
anhydrous. A little consideration will suggest that the 
change back from the white powder to the blue form may 
be due to an absorption of moisture from the air. 

' r ' V 

fi. 

12. EXAMINATION OF GREEN VITRIOI 

i. Green vitriol — Examine as befoie. 

ii. Effect of heat. — (a) To observe more carefully the effect of 
heat, place some crystals of green vitriol in a hard glass tube to 
which is fitted a coik with a long delivery tube bent at right angles. 
Let the end of this delivery tube dip down to the bottom of a dry 
test-tube as in Expt. 1 1, ii. Heat the vitriol and obseive that it 
turns almost white in colour and that a liquid condenses in the 
test-tube. Remove the test-tube and examine the liquid as in 
Expt. ii, ii., identifying it as water. Place a little of the light 
powder in water, observe the green solution which results. Con- 
tinue the heating of the green vitriol and observe that after some 
time thick, white fumes are evolved. Now let the delivery tube 
dip into a second dry test tube, and continue to heat the green 
vitriol veiy strongly. Note the collection of a liquid in the test- 
tube. Examine the liquid. Note that when heated it foims 
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thick, white fumes, with a very pungent odour, and that when 
mixed with a large quantity of water the solution possesses a 
very sour taste, and that if a drop be placed on some wood it 
causes it to become charred. 

(Jf) Allow the tube of green vitriol to cool and then shake out 
its contents. Observe that the green vitriol has been converted 
to a brownish-red powder which does not dissolve in water. 

Description of green vitriol. — The green vitriol provided 
will most probably be found to consist of moderately sized, 
green crystals, brittle, and soluble in water, forming a green 
solution. Like blue vitriol, the crystals contain water of 
crystallisation which is driven off by heat, leaving a white 
powder. This powder, however, is also decomposed by 
heat, and when strongly heated evolves thick, white fumes 
which possess an irritating, pungent odour. If these fumes 
are condensed in a cold test-tube, a liquid is obtained which 
is obviously not water. It is thicker and more oily than 
water, and when heated again forms the white fumes ; a drop 
of this liquid in a large quantity of water gives to the water 
a very sour taste, and the liquid itself is capable of charring 
wood. It is the substance known as oil of vitriol. 

The tube is now found to contain a powder differing very 
considerably from the original green vitriol. It is a brownish- 
red, insoluble powder, which does not again form the 
green solution, and is not merely the anhydrous green 
vitriol. Its appearance will be observed to resemble closely 
that of rust, as, for example, in the stain left if rubbed on 
paper, etc. 


13. EXAMINATION OF SUL PHU R. 

i. Sulphur. — Perform the examination in the manner previously 
described (p. 13). 

ii. Melting point of sulphur. — Draw out, in the flame of a 
laboratory burner, a piece of glass tubing so as to make a small 
thin-walled tube, about two or three inches long and ^ inch in 
diameter. Into this tube place some finely powdered sulphur. 
Tie the filled tube on to a thermometer near its bulb with a 
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piece of fine platinum wire, and put the thermometer into a 
beaker of sulphuric acid which lias been placed over a burner. 
(Be very careful not to upset the acid.) Gradually heat the 
acid and keep it at a uniform temperature by moving the curved 
stirring rod (shown in Fig. io) up and down. Notice when 
the sulphur melts, and at that instant 
read the theimomcter. This reading will 
be the melting point of the sulphur, 
iii. Effects of heat upon sulphur. — (a) Put 
some finely powdered sulphur into a large 
test-tube, using sufficient to fill the tube 
to a height of about ii inches, and heat 
caiefuliy with a small laboratory burner 
flame. Occasionally take the tube out of 
the flame and shake it. When ,thc,sul-, 
phur.has.all melted notice that an amber- 
coloured liquid has been foimcd. Pour a 
iTtfltTof Yhe liquicTintoVbeaker of water. 
Observe that ajump of yellow sulphur is 
again formed, which when broken reveals 
a crystalline structuic. 

„ . . (6) Continue to heat the remainder of 

of melting point'ofadphur! thc Jjquid sulphur obtained in (a) until 
the liquid boils. Carefully observe the 
changes in colour and consistency of the liquid. Pour a little 
of the boiling liquid into cold water. Examine the cooled 
sulphur, it is plastic, and not unlike india-rubber. 

(c) Notice that a yellow deposit has been formed on the cold, 
upper part of the test-tube in which thc sulphur was heated. 
This is the result of the condensation of sulphur vapour. The 
deposit is known as flowers of sulphur . 

(d) Place some powdered roll sulphur in a clean, dry, evaporat- 
ing basin and heat gently on a piece of iion wire gauze. When 
it has all melted, remove the flame and allow it to cool. As 
soon as a solid filrrr has formed on the top of the liquid, pierce 
two holes in it and quickly pour out the remaining liquid sulphur 
through one of thc holes. Remove the film of solid sulphur and 
examine the yellow, needle-shaped crystals on the sides of the 
basin (Fig. n). This kind of crystalline sulphur is known as 
th e i>rismaiio_ va riety . 

Examine thetr^stals after a few days. Observe they are now 
opaque. The prismatic sulphur has changed back again to 
ordinary sulphur, 

{e) Heat a little sulphur in a crucible lid or in an iron spoon 
until it burns. Notice the pale blue flame and observe the pun- 
gent smell which the products of the burning possess. 
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Description of sulphur. — Sulphur forms large, solid masses 
with a crystalline structure. (It may, however, have been in 
the form of an amorphous powder.) It is insoluble in water 
and possesses no smell. When heated it melts and finally 



Fig. ii.— C rystals of sulphur. (From a photograph by Mr. H. E. Hadley.) 

burns with a blue flame, so pale that it may not be noticed 
at first, especially in a bright light. Sulphur undergoes a 
series of changes as it is heated. • To follow the changes 
satisfactorily the heating must be very gradual. When 
powdered roll-sulphur is heated in a large test-tube it first 
melts, at about 114 0 C., into an amber-coloured liquid, 
which when poured into cold water solidifies into ordinary, 
yellow sulphur. On continuing to heat the melted sulphur 
above 114 0 C., however, it gradually gets darker and darker 
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in colour, becoming thicker and thicker in consistency, until 
at about 250° C. it is so viscid that the tube containing it 
can be inverted and the liquid will not flow. But if the 
temperature be still further raised, the thick liquid becomes 
mobile again, and at 440° C. it boils, changing into the 
vapour of sulphur. The vapour, by sudden cooling, can 
be changed into a yellow powder, known as flowers of 
sulphur. If the boiling sulphur be poured into cold water 
it is converted into plastic sulphur. 1 

14/ EXAMINATION OF NITRE. 

i. Nitre. — Examine as in previous cases, and record your 
obseivations. 

Description of nitre — The nitre given you to examine 
will be most probably in the form of clear, 
/\\ glassy crystals, usually of the form shown in 

// \\ Fig. 12. It may, however, be given to you in 
V \ the form of a fine, white, crystalline powder. 

I \ Like other crystals examined it is brittle and 
\ \V / gritty to the touch. It readily dissolves in. water, 

\ 1 / and both the solid and its solution in ..wafer 
v possess a bitter,, cooling, saline^ taste. When 
Cry^a?of nitre Seated, nitre does not give off vapour, and its 
crystals possess no water of crystallisation. 
Nitre eventually melts if the heating is continued, and on 
cooling it resolidifies again to a white solid. On heating 
the melted nitre it bubbles, that is gives off a gas, and this 
gas does not condense on the cooler parts of the tube. 

Nitre is very largely used for many purposes both domestic 
and industrial. Thus, it is employed in the manufacture of 
gunpowder and of fireworks, Jor medicinal purposes, and for 
preserving and pickling meat. It occurs very largely in 
certain hot countries as a deposit on the soil. This natural 
compound was formerly the chief source of nitre. 
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15 . EXAMINATION OF WASHING SODA. 

i. Washing soda. — ( a ) Examine as in previous cases. 

{b) Wash a few crystals of washing soda and dry by filter 
paper or cloth. Expose_to. the_a|r fpr_.a jew. days and notice 
their appearance.. You .will — observe—that— a— white— powder. _ 
formson jthe_sur/ace. on.exposure.to, the air. 



Fig. 13. — Fresh crystals ol washing- Fig. 14.— Crystals 0 { washing-soda 

soda, (from a photograph by Mr. H. with white deposit. (From a photograph 

£ Hadley.) by Mr. H. E. Hadley.) / 

i 

(c) Put some ordinary washing-soda crystals in a test-tube, 
and in another test-tube put some of the white powder which 
you have scraped off the suiface of some of the crystals, and 
heat them-both. Obseive that the soda crystals melt at a much 
lower temperature than the powder, and although it will be 
found that water is given off from "both (how would you find out 
whether the liquid evolved is really water or not ? see p. 22), yet 
there is much less evolved from the powder than from the crystals. 

(d) Examine the white powder left after heating the crystals, 
and note that you cannot obtain any more water from it. Ob- 
serve, however, that the taste of the powder is similar to that 
of the crystals or of the white e fflorescenc e. 

Description of washing soda.— The substance is in the 
form of clu sters of .glassy_cry.stals, but in many cases these 
are covered, oyer, with.a, .white .powder (Figs. 13, 14). Few 
perfect crystals are probably present Their shape, when 
obtained, is usually as shown in Fig. 15. 
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Washing soda ha s a peculiar saline teste, and readily 
dissolves in water: When heated the crystals very readily 
melt, "and, on further heating, boil, water, of. crystallisation 
b.eing driven off. > 



Fig. 15 —Crystal of 
washing soda. 


The formation of the white powder 
on the surface .of the crystals _is , a 
subject which deserves further inves- 
tigation 

It appears that the change from the 
washing-soda crystals to the white 
powder is due to -the loss of some of the water of crystal- 
lisation.* A similar change frequently happens, but not 
always, when crystals, containing _water^ of crystallisation 
are exposed to the air, and the crystals are then said to 
effloresce: 

Washing soda which contains water of crystallisation 
readily changes to a white powder containing less water, 
and this by further heating yields the anh ydrous c ompound:* 


16 . SOME COMMON METALS. 

( ” 

i. Examination or copper.— (#) Observe and record as before 
all the properties ofcopper you can make out 
(b) Heat a strip of copper in a Bunsen flame and record any 
changes which occur. 

(r) Take a piece of copper, which has become grey by being 
heated, and scratch the surface with a knife. Observe that the 
bright red lustre is again seen, the greyness being due to a 
grey deposit, or coating, on the surface of the copper. By 
renewed heating the copper will again receive a new grey 
deposit or tarnish. 


Description of copper. — Copper is red and has a bright 
shining appearance, characteristic of many metals, and 
termed a metallic lustre. It has no smell or taste, and is 
insoluble in water. It is very malleable and pliable. It 
may in fact be beaten outjntojvery thin leaves, thinner than 
paper, and it may be drawn out into very fine wire. r*It is 
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not as hard as steel, being scratched by a knife. Copper 
appears to change when heated, for almost directly heat is 
applied, films of bright colours appear to pass over the 
surface of the copper, which, after becoming purplish red, 
finally become a dark grey or black, while the metallic lustre 

is lost 

[If these changes were not noticed in your experiments, 
you should again heat the copper and carefully observe 
them.] 

You have most probably found the density of copper in 
your previous work on science. If so, you should look 
up your physics note-books, and add to your notes on 
chemistry the value you obtained. It should be about 
8*9 gms. per c.c. 

Note. — E ach of the metals now to be examined should be examined 
according to the scheme given on p. 13, a °d the observations must be 
recorded in the note-book. ^ f 

•-* C- * a i * 

Description of iron,— Iron generally appears to be a dark 
grey, or even brown, solid without lustre, but this is because 
it is generally coated with an outer film, or rust. Clean the 
iron well with sand paper, and again examine it. You will 
find that it is a bright, grey metal with a metallic lustre, not 
as bright, however, as that of copper. It is hard and cannot 
easily be either hammered out or broken by a hammer. 
It is insoluble in water. 

When heated, iron becomes coated with a dark grey, 
brittle scale which can be readily detached from the iron. 
It is also a matter of common experience to all who use 
their eyes that when iron is heated to redness it becomes 
malleable and can be hammered into different shapes, whilst 
it acquires also the power of welding, that is, two pieces of 
iron when red hot and hammered together cohere, or weld, 
into one firm, solid piece. You will doubtless have observed 
that unused iron, especially when left in a damp place, soon 
rusts, becoming coated with reddish brown powder or rust, 
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slight tarnish, though not as marked as that of lead. It is 
only slightly malleable, and cannot be hammered into very 
. thin sheets without cracking. Its density, which should be 
determined, if not found already, is about 6*9. It is in- 
soluble in water. 

On heating, zinc first melts and then readily gets coated 
with a scum. If heated strongly, it may get completely con- 
verted into this scum, which appears to be of a yellow 
colour when hot, but becomes dirty white on cooling. If 
heated sufficiently zinc even burns with a bluish white flame 
and the production of white fumes. 

18. TIN. ' 

i. The cry of tin. — If a large piece of tin is available bend it back 
and fore close to the ear, and notice the peculiar crackling' sound 
which is emitted. This is termed the cry of tin ; and, although 
also noticed with other metals which possess a crystalline struc- 
ture, is not so marked as in the case of tin. 

Description of tin. — Tin is a white metal with a very bright 
lustre. Though not as hard as iron it is considerably harder 
than lead. If a piece of tin be broken, the crystalline appear- 
ance of the fracture is easily noticeable. It is malleable and 
can be hammered or rolled out into thin foil. The tinfoil 
used largely in physical laboratories, especially in electrical 
work, is thus obtained. The density of tin is about 7*3. It 
is well to note that the so called “ tin-saucepans " are not 
made of tin, but of steel merely tinned over , that is covered 
with a coating of tin. The student will do well to consider 
wherein such an article possesses advantage over one made 
solely of iron or steel. 

When heated, tin very readily melts — at a lower tempera- 
ture indeed than lead — and the surface soon becomes coated 
with a grey film, which when scraped off shows the bright 
surface of the metal below, which in its turn sooh tarnishes, 
becoming coated with another layer or film. If powerfully 
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heated in a blowpipe, thin pieces of tin may be made to 
burn in a manner very similar to zinc. 

19. MAGNESIUM. 

i. Density of magnesium. — Endeavour to determine the density 
of a few pieces of magnesium ribbon by means of a density bottle, 
such as you have already used for the determination of the 
density of small solids. You will probably find, however, great 
difficulty in getting the magnesium free from air bubbles, which 
appear to accumulate again after you have got rid of them. 
This difficulty may be avoided by employing some other liquid 
such as alcohol ; just as when you had to determine the density 
of a soluble solid. 

Description of Magnesium. — Although not so common a 
metal as those which have been examined already, mag- 
nesium is very largely used in chemical laboratories. It is 
usually sold in the form of a long, flat, coiled ribbon. It 
possesses a bright, white lustre, and is malleable and flexible. 
Magnesium is softer than iron. Its density appears to be 
low, as the weight of pieces of the metal appears very little 

The density is actually about 17 , being much less than 
that of the metals you have previously examined. 

When heated, magnesium bursts into a brilliant, white 
flame, giving an intense light, and forming clouds of white 
smoke which settle on objects held near, while a mass of 
white ash is left behind. 

It is insoluble in water, but the behaviour observed in the 
determination of the density should be carefully noted. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAP. II. 

1. Give an account of the points of resemblance and of difference 
between, sal-ammoniac and salt, copper and lead, blue vitriol and green 
vitriol. 

2. Write a description of chalk, soda, and of sulphur. 

3. What is meant by sublimation? Give examples. Explain the 
meaning of the following terms : efflorescent, decrepitation, deliquescent, 
lustre, amorphous. 

4. How would you ascertain whether a given yellow powder was or 
was not sulphur ? 
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5. A sphere of lead weighing 18*4 gms. was found to have a 
volume of 2*3 c.c. What conclusion would you draw concerning it? 

6. How could you readily a c certain (without the application of 
chemical tests) whether a watch chain consisted of solid gold or was 
merely gilded silver. 

7. What differences would you observe if you heated salt crystals and 
crystals of soda in different test-tubes ? 

8. Explain how you would make some crystals of sulphui. 

9. How does a crystal of salt differ in shape from a crystal of soda ? 

10. Why is steam given off when crystals of soda are heated, but not 
when crystals of sulphur are heated ? 

11. How would you show that crystals of alum contain water? 
What is the water called? 

12. What do you mean by an efflorescent crystal? Name one. 

13. What happens to a crystal of blue vitriol if it is heated in a 
test-tube ? 

14. Describe briefly the effects of heating the following substances 
in air — green vitriol, lead, sal ammoniac, and woo' 




CHAPTER III. 


SOLUTION — EVAPORATION — DISTILLATION. 

You have alread} r found that one of the ways in which 
various kinds of matter differ is in their solubility. Thus, 
though salt, washing soda, sal-ammoniac, and other of the 
solids you have examined dissolve in water, yet others such 
as lead, sulphur, and sand do not dissolve, and are said to be 
insoluble. There are many questions which may be asked 
about solution, and by performing some necessary experi- 
ments it is possible to answer them. Such questions, for 
example, are — Will substances which do not dissolve in 
water dissolve in other liquids ? Do liquids and gases also 
dissolve in water ? If a solid is soluble in water, can any 
quantity of it be dissolved by a given amount of water? 
Can the dissolved substance be obtained again from the 
water ? Are t substances equally soluble in hot and in cold 
water? Many othei questions could be asked, but those 
mentioned will serve to show that the simple fact of the 
solubility in water of some common substances suggests a 
number of problems which can be answered experimentally 
and so provide facts to help in future work. 

' 20. SOLUTION OF SOLIDS. 

i Some solids, insoluble in water, are soluble in other liquids — 
(a) Camphor . — Stir up camphoi with water. Notice that the 
camphor does not disappear ; it is insoluble in water. Shake 
up a small lump of camphor with some spirits of wine, in a 
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small bottle. It gradually disappears, just as sugar does in 
water. 

ip) Sulphur— Shake up in a bottle flowers of sulphur with 
carbon bisulphide, and notice that the sulphur disappears. . Be 
c areful t oJkeep t he stopper in the bottle , of. cazbpi}_bisulpjride r .and 
do not bring tliTpottlejlear^ ajtghti 

iiVTsSmoval of suspended substances by filtration. — Fold a cir- 
cular piece of clean white blotting-paper, or a filter paper, in 
the manner described in Expt. 6. Insert the folded paper 
into a glass funnel, and place the funnel into a flask. Make 
some muddy water by stirring mud into a tumbler of water, or 
by putting powdered charcoal into it. The mud, or chat coal, 
remains suspended in the water for a long time. 

Pour the muddy water carefully on to the filter-paper in the 
funnel, and observe that the water which drops through is quite 
clear. The mud is left on the paper. 

iii. Non-removal of dissolved substances by filtration. — Similarly, 
filter a solution of sugar or salt, and observe by the taste of the 
liquid that the solution is unaltered by passing through the paper. 

Substances insoluble in water. — It has been found that 
salt, washing soda, nitre, etc., are soluble in water, many 
things, on the contrary, will not dissolve in water, and these 
are spoken of as insoluble. Sand, gravel, coal, camphor, 
are all instances of substances insoluble in water. 

But though camphor will not dissolve in water, yet it dis- 
appears when shaken up in spirits of wine. And as camphor 
is soluble in spirits of wine, a solution of camphor in spirits 
of wine can be made. Shellac is another substance which 
will dissolve in spirits of wine and not in water; such a 
solution, in fact, makes a varnish used for covering some 
kinds of furniture. Sulphur, again, though it will not dis- 
solve in water, and only very little in spirits of wine, dis- 
appears very quickly if placed in the nauseous liquid called 
carbon bisulphide. 

Substances held in suspension in water. — Substances 
which are insoluble in water will, if finely powdered and 
stirred up with water, often take a long time to settle ; that 
is, the fine particles remain suspended in the water for a long 
time. The lighter the particles are, the longer the time it 
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takes for them to settle and for the water to become clear. 
If, on a rainy day, a glassful of muddy water is taken from 
the gutter, and then placed on one side, the particles can be 
watched settling to the bottom. Those substances which, 
like the mud, are spread throughout the water without 
being dissolved in it are said to be held in suspension . The 
rate at which these suspended particles settle to the bottom 
to form a sediment depends upon their density and their 
size, large particles settling more quickly than small ones 
of equal density. Whilst of particles of equal size, light 
particles take a long time, heavy particles only a short time 
to sink. 

Suspended substances can be removed by filtering. — It 
is easy to separate suspended impurities from water. The 
process by which this is done is called filtration. Many 
substances are used through which to filter water containing 
particles in suspension. Chemists most commonly use 
paper which has not been glazed; such paper has been already 
found to be porous (p. io) ; although the holes through it 
are large enough to let water pass, yet they are not large 
enough to let the suspended substances go through. In 
consequence, these particles are left on the paper in the 
funnel, and the water which trickles through is quite clear. 
It must be remembered, however, that it is impossible to 
get rid of substances in solution by filtering the liquid. 
Dissolved material passes through the holes in the paper 
with the liquid in which it is held in solution. 

Other substances besides unglazed paper are used some- 
times in filtering. Thus, often the water supply of a town 
is filtered through beds of sand. Household filters are 
made with pieces of charcoal for the water to trickle 
through, and in some others a particular kind of porous 
iron, or porcelain, is employed. Every filter requires to be 
cleaned frequently, or it gets clogged with impurities from 
the water which has filtered through it. 
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21. . SOLUTION OP LIQUIDS. 

i. ( Mixture of al cohol and water . — Pour some water into a bottle 
andTK&f some alcohol, 1 and shake them up together. Observe 
that the alcohol disappears in the water or dissolves in it. 

ii. Solution of ether in water.j— Shake up a little water and ether. 
Observe the ^separation into two layers ; ether above and water 
below. Pour the mixture into a funnel the bottom of which is 
closed by your finger. Allow a little 
of the lower liquid to run into a test- 
tube. Insert into the test-tube a. 
cork fitted with a glass tube. Boil 
the liquid and apply a light to the 
tube, and observe that an inflamm- 
able gas is at first evolved (Fig. 16), 
and after a while only steam passes 
off. Add a little of the upper layer 
to some white anhydrous blue vitriol, 
prepared as inExpt 11, ii., and ob- 
serve that it is turned blue. 

iii. Liquids insoluble in one another. 

— Shake up together some olive oil 
and water, and allow the mixture to 
stand for a short time. Notice that Fic. 16.— SolubUity ofe^w: 

the liquids separate into two layers, An 

the lighter being on the top. Which is the lighter? Boil 
away some of the lower water layer, and notice there is no 
evidence of contained oil. 

iv. Gas dissolved in water. — Examine a bottle of soda-water. 
Notice that it appears clear and bright, and seems to have 
nothing dissolved in it. Uncork, or otherwise open it. Bubbles 
of gas escaped A lighted taper held to the mouth of the bottle has 
its flame put out by the gas which is given off. Heat a large flask 
of rain water ; notice bubbles of gas soon form inside the flask. 

Miscible liquids. — When alcohol and water are mixed 
together it is seen that one liquid alone results, and it 
would be obviously equally correct to call this a solution 
of alcohol in water or' a solution of water in alcohol 
Glycerine and water form a similar couple, they always 
form a single liquid no matter in what proportion they are 

1 Ordinary methylated spirit will not do, as it forms a milkiness with 
water. If pure spirits of wine cannot be obtained, whisky or brandy 
will do. 
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added together. We may say they are mutually soluble,, 
or dissolve one another, in all proportions. Such liquids 
are said to be miscible or to mix with one another. 

Liquids soluble but not miscible. — In the case of ether 
and water, however, a different effect is obtained. The 
water and ether do not form a single, or homogeneous, 
layer, but separate into two distinct layers. Or these it 
might be at first thought that the lower was pure water and 
the upper pure ether. It is seen, however, that the lower 
layci contains ether dissolved in the water, and it may also 
be proved that the upper layer, consisting chiefly of ether, 
contains also dissolved water. This may be done by adding 
white anhydrous “ blue vitriol,” which becomes blue when 
any water is added to it. These two liquids are, hence, 
mutually soluble, but not in all proportions. They do not 
mix with one another. A liquid may, hence, be soluble in 
water, or other liquid, without being able to mi\ with it. It 
is evident that a liquid cannot mix with water without 
being soluble, for miscibility is the same thing as solubility 
in all proportions. A solution of a liquid in water, or its 
mixture with water, is frequently spoken of as the liquid 
diluted ; thus, a mixture of alcohol and water is termed 
dilute alcohol, etc. 

Liquids insoluble in one another. — If, however, oil, 
water, and mercury are shaken up together, and then left 
to stand for a time, they will be found to separate from 
one another and lie in different layers — the mercury at 
the bottom, oil at the top, and water between the two 
(Fig. 17), each of these layers containing none of either 
of the others ; the water containing no oil or .mercury, etc. 
Here, then, we have examples of liquids which do not 
dissolve in one another and do not mix. Oil and water will 
not mix nor dissolve in one another, quicksilver and water 
will not mix nor dissolve in one another, and so on. 

Some gases dissolve in liquids. — When a bottle of soda- 



SOLUTION— EVAPORATION— DISTILLATION 


39 


water is opened, bubbles of gas rise out of it. The gas has 
evidently been dissolved in the 
liquid. This is only one of 
many instances of gases which 
will dissolve in liquids. There 
is a large amount of this gas dis- 
solved in soda-water. 

Importance of air dissolved in 
water. — Rain in falling through 
the air dissolves some of it in 
its passage to the earth. The air 
thus dissolved in the water serves 
an important purpose. Both 
animals and plants must have FlG ' *7-— Separation of oil, water,-' 

# 1 # ana mercury into three laj’ers. J 

air to breathe. As is well known, 

some animals and plants live in water, and these depend 
upon the air which is dissolved in the water. When water 
is boiled, the dissolved air which it contains is driven out of 
it by the heat. 

22. INDESTRUCTIBILITY OP MATTER DURING 
SOLUTION. 

i. No change of weight by solution.— (a) Put some warm water 
in a flask, and some salt on a piece of paper. Counterpoise the 
flask of water and the paper of salt together, and then dissolve 
the salt in the water. The total weight remains unaltered. 

W Find the weight of a flask of water. Now weigh several 
lumps of loaf sugar, and put this known weight of sugar into the 
water. When the sugar has all dissolved, weigh again. Notice 
that the flask and solution of sugar together have a weight 
equal to those of the flask of water and sugar added together. 

(f) Weigh out a quantity of salt in an evapoiating basin, and 
add water until all is dissolved. Heat gently by means of the 
steam rising from boiling water as shown in Fig. 18. Note that 
a white solid remains, and when perfectly diy again weigh. 
Observe that the weight is equal to the original weight of the 
5 - ant * sa ^‘ Taste the solid and observe it is unchanged 

No loss of material during solution.— When a substance 
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simply dissolves in a liquid, and so disappears from sight, it 
almost seems as if it is lost altogether. But this is pot the 
case. There is no loss whatever. In 
each of the experiments performed 
it was found that the weight of the 
solution was exactly equal to the 
weight of the solvent and the weight 
of the dissolved solid. It is very 
important to remember that there is 
no change of weight when a sub- 
stance dissolves in water. Though 
sugar, for example, when dissolved 
in tea or water, disappears from sight, 
it is still in the tea or water as sugar, and it can be obtained 
from the water by proper means. The same fact is true of 
salt and other soluble solids. 

23. SATURATED SOLUTIONS. 

i. Formation of saturated solution. — Procure a supply of alum 
(or nitre) and powder it. Put some of the powered solid into a 
flask and add water. Shake them up together for some time, 
and if all the powder dissolves add more and shake again. 
Continue this addition of the powder and the shaking until 
some powder remains undissolved, however much it is shaken. 
A cold saturated solution, that is, a solution containing as much 
of the solid as it will hold, is pi ocured. 

Now warm the cold saturated solution. The powder which 
before lemained at the bottom of the flask dissolves. Continue 
to add more alum, or nitre, and notice that a great deal must 
be added before you obtain a hot saturated solution. 

ii. Formation of crystals.— Place the hot saturated solution on 
one side to cool. As cooling proceeds, some of the alum, or 
nitre, separates out in clear, well-formed crystals, because as the 
solution cools it cannot dissolve so much alum as before. 

If time permit, make saturated solutions, at the laboratory 
temperature, of salt, washing-soda, borax, and lime. 

iii. Relative solubilities. — Find the weight of a small evaporating 
basin. Into it, by means of a pipette, put io cubic centimetres of 
the saturated solution of alum or nitre previously made. Place 
the basin upon a sand-bath and gently heat the liquid, which will 
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gradually disappear, leaving the solid behind in the basin. If 
the liquid * spits ’ when almost dry, use the method employed in 
Expt. 22, (c). When the residue is quite dry, allow the basin 
to cool, and weigh it again. The increase in weight gives the 
amount of alum or nitre dissolved in 10 cubic centimetres of the 
saturated solution. 

Find out, in the same way, the amount of solid in ro cubic 
centimetres of each saturated solution prepared. 

Saturated solutions. — When any given amount of water 
has dissolved as much of a solid as it can be made to, and 
remains unchanged in contact with the solid, it is said to be 
saturated. But though cold water, for instance, may be 
saturated with any particular solid, such as sugar, it can, if 
warmed, be made to dissolve more sugar. Though there 
are some exceptions, it may be regarded as the general rule 
that water and other liquids will dissolve more of a solid 
when they are warm than when they are cold. In most 
cases the amount of solid which will dissolve goes on 
increasing as the temperature of the water is increased. In 
general, therefore, the cooler the water the less of a solid 
will it dissolve. Now suppose warm water is given as much 
sugar, salt, alum, or any substance of this kind as it will 
hold, and is then cooled, what happens ? It has to give up 
some of the substance, for it cannot hold as much as when 
it was warm. When tea has been made very sweet, some of 
the sugar is left on the bottom of the cup as the tea cools. 
This is because, though the tea was able to dissolve a certain 
amount of sugar when hot, it could not hold so much when 
cold, and therefore a little of it was deposited upon the 
bottom of the cup. 

24. MEASUREMENT OF SOLUBILITY. 

i. Determination of solubility. — (a) In a large flask place a 
considerable quantity of nitre and water, and, having placed a 
thermometer in the flask, warm until it reaches a temperature of 
say 70°. Endeavour to keep the temperature constant at about 
this value for a considerable time, shaking and stirring the flask 
well throughout. If all the nitre dissolves, more must be added 
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and the flask kept at a constant temperature with constant 
stirring or shaking for at least 15 minutes after the last addition. 
Allow the solid to settle, and, by means of a pipette which has 
been just heated to roo° by boiling water, 1 draw off to or 25 c.c. 
of the liquid and transfer it to a weighed evaporating basin. If 
this is done quickly no solid will separate out and remain in the 
pipette. Weigh the evaporating basin with the solution. 

Repeat with different evaporating basins, each previously 
weighed, at temperatures of about 6o°, 50°, 40°, 30 , and 20° 
respectively, allowing the solution to cool to about the desired 
value, at which it should be kept approximately constant by 
means of a small flame. 



. If ice is available, cool a small beaker of the solution by 
immersing it in a basin of ice until the temperature is about 1 , 
and then, as befoie, transfer 10 or 25 c.c. to a weighed evapo- 
rating basin. 

If no water-bath 2 (Fig. 19) is available obtain a large saucepan 
and make for it a cover of tinplate or copper with circular holes 
in which the evaporating basins will fit, but will not drop through. 
Place water in this saucepan and the evaporating basins on the 
cover. Boil the water in the saucepan and it will be found that 
the water in the evaporating basins will gradually pass away 

*As the pipette will be hot some india-rubber tubing on the end is 
advisable. 

-A water-bath is convenient, as it may be left for some time without 
becoming dry ; the water enters by the tube A (Fig. 19) and runs off* by 
the tube /?, so that the level always remains at the level of the top of B. 




SOLUTION — ^EVAPORATION— DISTILLATION 43 


without, however, any spitting of the solid, which, as you will 
have found in Expt. 23, iii., is liable to occur. 

In this way evaporate 10 c.c. of each of the solutions pre- 
pared and again weigh the evaporating basins. From your 
results determine, for each temperature, the solubility of the 
nitre in grams dissolved per litre of water. Record your 
results thus : 

Temperature =6o° c. 

Weight of evaporating basin and solid from 

10 c.c. of solution =43*62 gms. 
Weight of evaporating basin = 36*67 gms. 

Weight of solid dissolved in 10 c.c. of solution = 6*95 gms. 

10 c.c. contained 6*95 gms. dissolved nitre. 

1000 c.c. contained 695 gms. dissolved nitre. 

Solubility at 6o°, - 695 gms. per litre. 

Calculate also the solubility in grams, per 100 grams of water 
as below : 

Temperature, 40*5° C. 

Weight of evaporating basin and solution, - 42*71 gms. 

Weight of „ „ „ solid, - - 35*41 gms. 

• - - 

Weight of water, - * - - 7*30 gms. 

Weight of evaporating basin and solid, - - 35*41 gms. 

Weight of evaporating basin, - 30*96 gms. 

Weight of solid, - 4*45 gms. 

Quantity dissolved by 7*3 gms. of water =4*45 gms. 

=61 gms. 

Solubility at 40*5° is 61 grams per 100 grams water. 

(4) B Repeat your experiments, using other, solids, such as salt, 
washing-soda, etc., and thus obtain the solubility for each in 
grams per litre, and in grams per 100 grams of water, at various 
temperatures. 

ii. Comparison of solubility curves. — Construct in the manner 
shown on p. 45, on the same piece of squared paper, the solu- 
bility curves, in grams per litre, for salt and for nitre, and 
compare their appearance. 

iii. Construct a similar curve to represent the solubility in 
grams per 100 grams of water for the two substances. 
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Effect of temperature on solubility. — It will be clear 
from your experiments that not only does the temperature of 
the water affect the solubility, but that it affects different 
substances to a considerably different extent Thus, where- 
as in the case of the nitre the quantity dissolved increased 
greatly as the temperature is raised, yet in the case of com- 
mon salt the quantity dissolved in the cold water is almost 
as great as that dissolved in the hot water. In the first 
case the solubility increases considerably with the temper 
ature ; in the second case the solubility varies but slightly 
with temperature. As a general rule it may be stated that 
solids are more soluble in hot than in cold water, or that the 
solubility of solids increases with the rise of temperature. 
There are two common methods of expressing the solubility 
ofjusjolid : 

(r) By stating the weight in g rams_dissol yed in x litre 
of the solution. 

(2) By stating the_ weight dissolved_hy— too . grams of 
pure water. \ 

Graphic representation of solubilities — Solubility curves. 
— The solubility of substances at different temperatures 
may be readily and conveniently shown in a graphic manner. 
It has, for example, been found that one litre of nitre solu- 
tion contains 740 gms. at 70°, etc. Now, on squared paper 
we may rule two lines at right angles, such as OX, O Y (Figs. 
20 and 21), and we may mark temperatures along the line O Y 
letting each division indicate say 2 degrees. So that, if the 
temperature o° be .marked at O, then io° is marked at the 
fifth line, 20° at the tenth, etc. Along the vertical line, OX, 
we mark the weight of nitre contained in each litre of solu- 
tion, allowing each division to represent say 20 gms. Then, 
if at io°, the weight dissolved in 1 litre of solution is 150 
gms., we mark the point (a) which represents the temperature 
xo° (being 5 divisions from the left hand line OX), and also 
represents 150 gms., being 7*5 divisions above OK 
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In a similar manner, we find the position of the other 
points on the solubility curve, and the complete curve can 
then be constructed by drawing a c^Urmous line to pass 
through these points. 
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Temperature 

Fxg. so . — Solubilit} curves of common salt and nitre. 

Solubility curves of nitre and salt.— After having drawn 
the curves for nitre and salt, as described in Expt 24, ii., you 
will notice a great difference between these two curves. 
Whereas in the case of nitre the curve rises rapidly, in that 
of the salt it rises but slowly. That is, in the case of nitre 
the solubility increases rapidly with the temperature, in the 
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case of salt it increases but sligMy. Nitre is much more 
soluble in hot water than in cold. Salt only slightly more 



Temperature 


Fig 21 —Solubility curves of common salt and nitre 


25. CRYSTALLISATION. 

Production of crystals. — {a) Make a saturated solution of soda 
at the ordinary temperature of the laboratoiy and place it 
aside in an evaporating basin, so that the water slowly 
evaporates. Examine after a few days and note the crystals 
formed. 

0 b ) Evaporate a solution of soda by means of a Bunsen burner, 
and observe that a white powder is formed and no crystals are 
evident to the eye. 

( c ) Make a warm saturated solution of soda, or alum, in a 
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flask and place it aside so that it may slowly cool. Observe 
after a day has elapsed that fine large crystals are present. 

(d) Make a similar saturated solution, and having poured some 
into an evaporating basin, float the latter on cold water in a 
trough so that it shall cool more rapidly. Observe that the 
crystals formed are much smaller than in (c). 

(< e ) Melt some powdered sulphur in an iron spoon or cup, and 
then allow it to cool slowly. When a solid crust has been 
formed over the top, make two or three holes in it, and pour off 
the remaining liquid sulphur. When the sulphur is cool, 
examine the inside of the spoon or cup, and notice the fine 
needle-like crystals of sulphur. 

(/) Having melted some sulphur as above, pour it when 
melted into some cold water. Examine the product formed, and 
observe it has still a crystalline appearance ; the crystals are so 
small that individual crystals cannot be distinguished. 

The formation of crystals. — During the examination of 
saturated solutions it is found that when a solid separates 
out from its saturated solution it frequently does so in the 
crystalline form. Many crystals have been examined, and 
it has been found that in many cases the crystals contain 
water, called water of crystallisation. In other cases, how- 
ever, the crystals are anhydrous containing no water, e.g. 
salt. t A. solid may be made to separate from the saturat ed 
s olutionin two ways ; (1) by^hel& yapora tion-of..t he_wa ter ; 
(2) by cooEn gJ;h.ejsolution. In both cases the process may 
be effected quickly or slowly, thus the water may be allowed 
to evaporate slowly into the air without the application of 
heat, or the evaporation may be hastened by heating. It is 
found that the crystals formed in the first case are much 
larger than those obtained in the second case. This is also 
true when the crystals are formed by cooling a saturated 
solution. If the cooling is rapid the crystals formed are 
small ; .when the cooling is slow, however, fine large crystals 
may be obtained. Crys tals, are .also produced_without the 
int ervention of a solvent.- W hen a s ubstance c hang ps fmm the 
liquid_state jQJthe^ohdJtJfrequentlyJfqrms ^crystals.” In this 
case also the crystals are larger and more clearly defined 
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when the solidification proceeds slowly limn when il proceed*! 
rapidly. Sulphur, for example, when ii .slowly solidifies forms 
fine, glassy crystals, Many of Ihc crystal?* in rocks have 
probably been thus produced. 

20. EVAPORATION. 

i. Evaporation or wator. Pur n small mmntiiy of water in an 
evaporating bamunud leave it undisturbed on a shelf of the 
lahomtory. Kxamiue after a lew days, and notice that the water 
has disappeared and that the basin in dry. The water in said to 
have rvapmrtctL 

ii. Evaporation armlntort by bout. Put some water in an eva- 
porating basin oven n water hath as described in lixpt. ?.|, i. ; 
or, over a beaker of boiling water as in 22 (r\ Ileal by a 
Ihtnncn burner no that the water in the water bath, or beaker, in 
kept gaudy boiling. Observe, that although there is no bubbling, 
or boiling, of the water in the evaporating basin, yet it gradually 
disappear** or evaporates; and in a short time, perhaps an hour, 
the basin in perfectly city. 

iii. Evaporation ami boiling, - Kxaminc carefully the water 
boiling ia a beaker or in a flank, and observe that, when boiling 
begins, bubbles of steam are formed everywhere throughout the 
lk|uid, and that the bubbles rise and burnt at the top. 

iv. (tooling profluoort by evaporation,- (a) Sprinkle a few drops of 
(1) spirits of wine, (js) carbon bisulphide, (3) ether on your band 
in succession.' Notice that" the' liquid noon dinmipnrirs, bud its 
presence in the air can be detected by itn smell. The rate at 
which the liquid evaporates in increased by waving the band 
about, or by directing on to it the stream ol nlr from a bellows. 

(It) Place mime other in a mnidl beaker and mine it to 
evaporate rafiufty by blowing a current of air through il. 
Observe tire great fall in temperature. Place in the beaker a 
mntdl tent-tube containing a /////e water, and observe tlml 
the water becomes froyon. 

Evaporation.- -If a saucer of water in left for a few days, 
the water will dinappenr, or, an in generally naitl, dry up. 
The wntur cm bo made to dinappenr mom 1 quickly by gently 
heating il. When a solution containing salt, or sugar, in made 
lo dry up in this way, the unit, or sugar, does not disappear, 
but remains in the saucer. The name given to this process 
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of turning a liquid into a vapour is evaporation. The solid 
left behindjs jspoken of as a resi due. 

Everyday examples of evaporation. — In summer it is 
not long before a road becomes dry again after having been 
well watered by a water-cart. Wet clothes hung upon a line 
and exposed to the sun and air soon become quite dry. It 
is a common practice to expose shallow vessels of water in 
rooms which are warmed during winter by coke- or gas- 
stoves. From time to time such vessels have to be refilled, 
for the water quickly disappears and spreads, in an invisible 
form, throughout the air in the room. Nearly everybody has 
observed the same process taking place when sitting still 
after some violent exertion. The perspiration, which after 
such exercise stands in drops over the face and body, soon 
disappears by passing into the air as vapour, and leaves the 
skin dry. The cooling of the skin of the body which is also 
noticed at the same time will have to be explained a little 
later. 

Ba te of evaporation. — It has been seen that evaporation 
is increased by means of a current of air, and this is a fact 
of general knowledge. Clothes, for example, hung out to 
dry, do so more rapidly during a slight breeze ; whilst a 
common method of drying glass articles, such as flasks, in a 
laboratory is to warm them and then to blow a current of 
air through them by means of bellows. The reason for this 
is that water, or other liquid, will not evaporate indefinitely 
into a closed space of air ; thus, if some water is placed in a 
closed flask, a little will evaporate, but not all. This is 
because after a certain amount has evaporated the air be- 
comes saturated with the water vapour, just as water becomes 
saturated with salt which is dissolved in it. Thus, for a 
solution of salt, or nitre, for every temperature a certain 
concentration of salt can be reached at which the solution 
is saturated, and no more salt can pass into the solution, 
the concentration required for saturation increasing as the 
J.c. d 
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temperature rises. It is very much the same with the water 
vapour and the air. When the concentration of the ’water 
vapour in the air has reached a certain amount the air is 
saturated, and no more water vapour can pass into it; this 
concentration also increases with rise of temperature. 

Now, although water exposed to the atmosphere in a 
saucer, etc., is not in a closed space and would be insufficient 
to saturate the whole atmosphere, yet, if the air is still and 
undisturbed, the air near the water may get saturated, and 
it is only slowly replaced by unsaturated air. In a current 
of air, however, the air saturated with moistme is being 
continually replaced by the unsaturated air, and hence the 
water evaporates much more rapidly. 

Cooling during evaporation. — You have already observed 
that a considerable amount of heat has to be given to a 
liquid before it can be converted into vapour. This amount 
of heat is termed the latent heat of vaporisation, and you 
have measured it in your physical work. This absorption of 
heat is true whether the liquid boils, or whether it merely 
evaporates more or less slowly. When a liquid boils the 
necessary heat is supplied by the laboratory burner or other 
source of heat. But when liquid left in a saucer, or put on 
the hands, evaporates without an external source of heat 
being employed, it has to obtain the necessary quantity of 
heat from the remaining bulk of the liquid, and from the 
objects with which it is in contact. If the evaporation is 
very slow the heat is only abstracted slowly, and the objects, 
or liquid, in contact with warmer air, are able to take heat 
from the air, so that their temperature does not fall to a 
marked extent When the evaporation, however, is rapid, 
then the heat abstracted from the liquid, for the evaporation, 
cannot be sufficiently rapidly compensated by gain from the 
air, etc., and the temperature falls very considerably. 

Differences between quiet evaporation and boiling. — It 
is very instructive to watch some vigorously boiling water 
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in a flask or beaker, and to compare it with the evapora- 
tion of a solution in an evaporating basin, where only a 
small flame, or no flame at all, is used. In the case of the 
solution being gently e% r aporated all the vapour is formed at 
the surface of the liquid, and the process goes on quietly 
until no liquid is left in the basin. 

In the case of vigorously boiling water, bubbles of vapour 
are formed everywhere throughout the mass of the liquid. The 
bubbles can be seen at the bottom and the sides, and they 
rise from every point tp the surface, each, as it escapes there, 
making a little noise. The sounds of the bursting bubbles 
added together make up the “ singing ” or “ rattling ” which 
is heard when water is briskly boiling in a flask or other vessel. 


27. CONDENSATION AND DISTILLATION. 

i. Condensation of water vapour from the air. — (a) Put some 
pieces of ice into a test-tube, or other glass vessel, which is 
clean and dry on the outside. In a very few minutes the outer 
surface of the vessel will become coveied with moisture, owing to 
the cojidensation of water vapour from the air. 

ip) If you cannot procure ice. p ut a little ethe r in a test-t ube and 
make it evaporate quickly by blowmgvigorously down a narrow 
tube through the ether. As the air is cooled by the evaporation 
of the ether, the moisture in the air is given up and deposited on 
the outside of the test-tube in the form of minute drops ; in other 
words, the water vapour in the air is condensed. 

ii. Distillation of water — Obtain a glass retort and put in some 
ordinary tap-water coloured with ink, in which some sand has 
been placed, and put it on a sand-bath, or piece of iron gauze ; 
attach to the retort a condenser as shown in Fig. 22, and care- 
fully notice the construction of this condenser. Observe that it 
consists of an inner tube through which the vapour passes, 
surrounded by an outer tube through which cold water flows, 
passing in at the lower end and out at the upper end. Let the 
end of the condenser tube dip into a flask. By means of a 
Bunsen burner, boil the water in the retort and keep the con- 
denser cool by the stream of cold water. Notice that the steam 
which passes over into the flask is condensed again into water, 
which is quite clear and tasteless, both dissolved and suspended 
matter remaining in the retort. 



52 INTRODUCTORY CHEMISTRY 

Condensation. — By heating, a liquid is changed into 
vapour. This change may take place slowly and gently, as 
in evaporation ; or quickly and vigorously, as in boiling. 
But by whichever process vapour is obtained, it can, by the 



reverse plan of cooling it, be reconverted into liquid. This 
change, from the state of vapour back again to the condition 
of liquid, is called c onden sation \ the vapour is condensed to 
a liquid. Thus, a cold plate, held close to the spout of a 
kettle from which steam is coming, will cool the steam, con- 
densing it into water, which will be seen trickling down the 
plate. 

Most people have noticed the condensation of vapour 
taking place at some time or other on a cold day. For 
instance, if the doors and windows of a room are kept tightly 
closed, and there is a good fire burning, the inside of the 
window panes soon becomes covered with moisture, which, 
forming drops, trickles down the glass and collects on the 
window frame as liquid water. The water must evidently 
come from the air in the room. 

The air outside a 100m is, in winter, much colder than 
that inside. This cools the glass of the windows very much, 
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and consequently the air next to the cold surface itself be- 
comes cooled, and then cannot hold so much vapour as 
when it is warm, and some of the vapour which can no 
longer be held by the air is changed into water. So that 
condensation is caused when air containing water vapour is 
cooled. 

Distillation. — The change of liquids into vapours by 
heating them, and the condensation of the vapour into 
liquid by cooling it, is employed in an important process 
called distillation. This plan is frequently made use of for 
purifying water and other liquids. Perhaps the most useful 
application of distillation is to obtain fresh water for drinking 
purposes from sea-water, or other water not fit to drink. 
Large ships, carrying as they often do more than a thousand 
people, cannot take enough fresh water on board for the 
needs, throughout a long voyage, of so many persons. In- 
stead of attempting this difficult task, it is the custom to 
change sea-water into fresh water by distillation ; as the 
water boils it is converted into steam, and this steam is con- 
densed again into water in the cooled flask. If some ink 
and salt were first added to water in a retort, they would be 
left behind on distilling, and the water found in the flask 
would neither taste of the salt nor be coloured by the ink ; 
it would be purified from these by distillation. Water can, 
by distilling in this manner, be purified from very many 
impurities, such as dissolved solid matter, the condensed 
vapour being pure water. 

D istilling apparatus. — A form of still used for obtaining 
large quantities of distilled water is shown in Fig. 23. In 
principle it is essentially similar to the retort and condenser 
employed in, Expt. 27, ii. The water is boiled in a 
large copper vessel B, and the vapour passes from this vessel 
through a spiral tube D, which is kept cold by a stream of 
cold water. The condensed water drops from the end into 
a vessel placed to receive it. 
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To obtain absolutely pure water, however, is a matter of 
considerable difficulty, since, although dissolved solids are 
got rid of, yet volatile substances which will evaporate away 
with the water and condense with it may still be present, as 



Fir, 23 —Still for distillation of svatcr 


may also dissolved gases and substances dissolved from the 
walls of the retort or condenser, since few substances are 
absolutely insoluble in water However, absolutely pure 
water is very seldom required by the chemist or anyone else, 
and for almost all purposes the ordinary distilled water is as 
pure as is required. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAP. III. 

1. What do you mean by a soluble thing? Give examples. 

2. Explain how you would proceed to make a solution of table salt. 

3. How would you obtain clear water from muddy water ? 

4. What do you mean by substances being held in suspension in 
water ? 

5. What kind of impurities cannot be got rid of by filtration ? 

6. Explain the terms — soluble, insoluble, filtration, and ‘held in 
suspension.’ 

7. What is really meant when we say two liquids will not mix? 

8. Give instances of (1) liquids which mix, (2) liquids which do 
not mix. 

9 Will gases dissolve in water ? Give reasons for your answer. 

10. What would you notice if you were to shake (1) some ink and 
water together, (2) some oil and water? 
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11. How would you piove that tlieie is no loss of matter during 
solution? 

12. How would you obtain salt from a solution of salt in water? 

1 3. What do you know about evaporation ? 

14. Describe some practical applications of the processes of solution 
and evaporation. 

15. What L a saturated solution? Describe how to make one. 

16. Which will dissolve more sugar, warm or cold water? What is 
the general rule about the effect of an increase of temperature on the 
dissolving power of water ? 

17. What do you know about water as a solvent? 

18. Describe fully what happens if you gradually cool a hot saturated 
solution of alum. 

19. How would you pioceed to show that: (a) Rain water is free 
from dissolved solids. (l>) Sea water contains very much dissolved 
matter. 

20. A ship which floats up to a certain mark in river- water is found to 
float more out of water when at sea. How can you account for this ? 

21. Spring and river waters ate not puie. Describe carefully how you 
would prove this, and say how you would estimate the quantity of 
dissolved matter in a gallon of each. 

22. Distinguish between soluble and insoluble substances. Which of 
the following are soluble in water? Sand, sugar, table-salt, camphor, 
sealing-wax, baking-powder, and coal. 

23 Some solids which do not dissolve in water are soluble in other 
liquids. Give all the instances of this with which you aie acquainted. 

24. What class of impurities can be removed fiom water by filtering? 
Explain clearly how you would proceed to get clear watei from muddy 
water. 


25. Describe fully how pure water can be obtained from sea- water. 

26. Do gases dissolve in water? If you think they do, name two or 
three soluble gases. 

27. How is it that clothes placed on a line to dry are ready to be 
taken in sooner on some days than others? What sort of day does the 
laundress consider a good drying day ? 

28. In both quiet evaporation and boiling, a liquid is converted into 
vapour. What differences aie there between the two processes? 

29. What is meant by condensation? Name two or three familiar 
instances of the condensation of water vapour. 

30. A mixture of salt and powdered glass is given to you. How 
could you {a) obtain separately the two constituents, (^)find the quantity of 
each in the mixture? Could you separate sugar from Salt in the same may. 

31. What do you mean by a saturated solution? How would \ou 

prepare a saturated solution at a given temperature? What is geneially 
the effect of cooling a satuiatcd solution ? J 

32. A white powder is shaken up with mater. How would you 

ascertain whether any of it dissolves ? * 

o 3 * What is meant by the statement that two liquids mix Give 
examples. Can a liquid be soluble in another liquid without beimr 
capable of mixing? If so, give an example. ** 
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34. How may fresh water suitable for drinking be obtained from 
sea water? 

35. How would you endeavour to obtain large crystals of alum ? 

36. Describe an experiment to show the solubility of ether in water. 

37. Sand and salt are stirred up in a bottle containing water in which 
some gas is dissolved. What methods would you use to recover the 
sand, salt, and gas from the water? 

38. Give examples of the solvent power of water. How could 
you determine whether a sample of water contained dissolved solid 
matter ? 

39. Describe how to make soda crystals from powdered carbonate of 
soda. 

40. If you were given some powdered alum, explain how you w’ould 
proceed to make a crystal of alum. 

41. Describe the method you would adopt in order to determine the 
influence of temperature on the solubility of a substance. 

42. Does the solubility of all substances vary equally for the same 
change of temperature ? State the experimental evidence on which you 
base your answer. 

43. From the following table plot a solubility curve, and use it to 
determine the weight of substance contained in too grammes of solution 
saturated at 6o° C. 


Weight of substance 
dissolved in 100 
grammes of water. 

2*8 grammes, 






Temperature. 

o°C 

47 » 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- io° C. 

7 '9 „ • 



- 

- 

- 

20 ° C. 

M'S 



- 

- 

- 

- 35° c. 

24 



- 

- 

- 

- 48° c. 

58 




- 

- 

- 70 ° C. 

95 



* 

- 

- 

- S6° C. 

201*5 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- ioo° C. 



CHAPTER IV. 


ACTION OF HEAT ON METALS. 

28. BUSTS. 

i. Examination of rusts. — (a) Prepaie some rust of each of the 
metals examined in Chap, ii., and carefully examine the rusts 
according to the scheme in Chap. ii. Note that the rusts^ differ 
in colour . _but. resemble one another in the following "points : 
They. are ..insoluble jn_water. They are .not altered by heating, 
exceptjto this ex ten t, that the_.rusts-of.zinc. and. fin_turn yellow 
w hen hot , returning, to. the white_state„when. cold ; whilst the 
rust oflead_ melts and darkens in colour, but reverts to its 
original Jorm when 'coldl *- Colmpare these properties with’ those 
of the original metals. 

(b) Tabulate the properties of these rusts thus : 


Rust of 

Colour. 

Action of water 

Action of heat. 

Copper, 

Black 

None 

None. 

Iron, - 

Reddish-brown 

>> 

39 

Lead, - 

Yellow 

39 

Melts and darkens. 

Zinc, - 

White 

*9 

Becomes yellow. 

Tin, 

13 

33 

99 

Magnesium, - 

33 

33 

None. 


It has been already noticed that a number of the metals 
which have been examined undergo certain changes when 
heated. For example, copper, lead, iron, zinc, tin, mag- 
nesium, have all been found to lose their bright, metallic 
lustre when heated and to become coated with a tarnish 
which exists only on the surface, for if the tarnish is scraped 
off the bright metal is again seen below. In the case of 
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magnesium, the metal, if heated sufficiently, bums 
forming a white ash. The tarnish which forms on iron is 
termed iron rust \ and we may also similarly call the tarnish 
in other cases rust ; thus, we may speak of the rust of copper, 
rust of tin, etc. 

29. CHANGES OP WEIGHT DURING RUSTING. 

It is now necessary to examine further the general case 
of rusting. 

i. Iron in rusting gains in weight — Weigh carefully a watch 
glass with some iron filings or tacks ; add a few drops of water 
(because iion rusts best m the damp) and allow it to stand. At 

.the end of a few days waim gently to drive off the water, and 
when quite dry again weigh, and note carefully the weight. Has 
the iron gained or lost in weight ? 

ii. Copper in rusting gains in weight.— Weigh carefully a 
crucible containing some piece of thin, bright copper foil. Place 
it in a furnace for some hours until the copper has been well 
covered with its black rust. Allow it to cool and again weigh. 
Compare with the previous weight, and notice that, like iron, 
copper gains in weight by rusting. 

lii. Density of iron rust.— Detci mine the density of some iron 
and of some non lust, using a density bottle, such as you have 
used for the determination of the density of powders or small 
objects. Compare the values. 

The nature of rusting. — In order to determine the nature 
of the change which occurs during the rusting of the metal, 
the first question to be considered is, what takes place 
during the rusting? Does the metal, for example, lose or 
give up anything? Or, on the contrary, does it gain any- 
thing? To answer these questions it is only necessary to 
weigh carefully a watch glass with some iron filings or 
tacks, and allow the iron to rust in the air, which will take a 
few days; on warming the rusty filings until quite dry and 
weighing again, it will be found, if care has been taken, that 
the iron has increased in weight, and the experiment has 
furnished the necessary answer, so that we may write : 

JUMghf during rusfbig\ 
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Similarly copper when heated so* as to form its black rust 
is also found to gain in weight, so that the rust is heavier 
than the original copper. 

p opper gains in weight during t list ing. 

It is not so easy directly to determine quantitatively 
whether the other metals have gained in weight, but the 
experiments can be performed and analogous results are 
found. It may in fact be stated as a general law that 
Metals gain in weight during rusting ; 

For further investigation, the rusting of iron, which 
proceeds without the application of heat, will serve as a con- 
venient example. The rust has already been examined" 
and compared with iron. Inasmuch as it has been found 
that the rust has a greater weight than the iron it is inter- 
esting to find whether the increase in weight is accompanied 
by an increase in density. 

Experiment- shows , tha t ..although the iron increases in 
weight during rusting, yet its density decreases, , the density 
of rust being' less _than_that of metallic iron. It is clear, 
therefore, that_ lhe volume must increase dur ing t he rus ting. 


30. CONDITIONS OF BUSTING. 

i. MoiBture_neces_B_aryjfpr_riisting'. — Take two evaporating basins 
containing non filings j to one add a few drops of water, but 
leave the other quite dry. Allow both to remain in the air 
for about a week and then examine both basins. Observe that 
the iron in the basin to which water was added has rusted 
4 * muc h greater extent than that in the dry basin. 

n. Air_necessary for rusting:.— Take two test-tubes and put 
some water in each so that they are about half full. Into one 
put some iron filings, but before placing the iron filings in the 
second, boil the water for a couple of minutes, so that all the 
air which may be contained dissolved in the water shall be 
expelled. Then place in the iron filings, boil for a few seconds 
and then put above the water a little vaseline, which, you 
will observe, immediately melts and forms a layer which will 
prevent any air being afterwards dissolved. After some days 
again examine these two tubes, and note whether the iron 
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has rusted (i) in the tube containing water with dissolved air, 
(2) in the tube containing water quite free from dissolved air. 

Necessity of moisture and air for rusting. — When iron is 
moistened and exposed to the air it rusts and at the same 
time gains in weight. It is important to find whether the 
moisture and the air are both necessary, and if not, to which 
the rusting is due. For this purpose dry and moist iron are 
exposed to air, and the result clearly shows that the 
moistened iron rusts far more readily than that left dry, and 
the experiment indicates the necessity for moisture if rust is 
to form. In order to see whether water alone is sufficient, 
another experiment is performed, whereby iron is first left in 
water containing air, and, secondly, in water free from air. 
It is found that although in the former case a copious layer 
of rust forms over the iron, yet in the latter case, the iron, 
even after the expiration of a few days, is still completely 
unrusted. This fact shows clearly that air as well as 
moisture is necessary, and that without air, even in the 
presence of plenty of water, no rusting occurs. 


31. EFFECT OF RUSTING ON THE SURROUNDING 

AIR. 

i. Iron in' rusting abstracts .a.po_rtion_oftlie air. — (a) Place some 
iron filings in a muslin bag and tie the bag to a piece of glass 
rod. Moisten well (better dip it in a solution of sal-ammoniac) 
and place it in a bottle of air inverted over water (Fig. 24). 
Examine after a few days. It will be seen that the water has 
risen in the glass, showing that some part of the atmosphere has 
been abstracted by the iron in rusting. 

(£) Tightly place your hand, or a card, under the mouth of the 
jar so as to allow no water to escape, set the jar upright and 
place a burning taper into it. Place* also into the jar some 
burning sulphur or phosphorus, the substances being placed in a 
deflagrating spoon (Fig. 41). Note what happens, biitjcunot 
throw away- ihasivatcr A 

ii. Volume, of-the part, of- the alr.ahstracted. — Next measure in a 
graduated vessel the quantity of water in the bottle. This is 
equal to the quantity of gas which has been used by the iron. 
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Also measure the quantity of water the bottle holds. This is 
the quantity of air it originally held (Fig. 2$). 

iii. Repetition and verification of previous results. — Repeat the 
previous experiments, using bottles of different sizes, and allow- 
ing the iron to remain for different lengths of time (but more 
than three days). Use at least 5 bottles. Compare the results 
carefully, and examine the iron left in the muslin bags. 




Fig. 25 — Proportionofairabstracted 
during the rusting of iron in a closed 
jar. 


Portion of air abstracted during rusting. — We have 
found that iron gains .in .weight when .it rusts, and also that 
the presence of. air and of moisture is a necessary condition 
for rusting. ' It is clear "that" the iron takes up some sub- 
stance from somewhere, since it gains in weight, and the 
question naturally arises, does this gain come from the water 
which was added, or from the atmosphere ? To decide this 
point, the rusting of the iron is allowed to take place in the 
apparatus shown in Fig. 24. The iron filings are enclosed 
in a muslin bag, which is placed in a bottle of air inverted 
over water. On examining after a few days, the water will be 
seen to have risen in the bottle, showing that some part of 
the atmosphere has been abstracted by the iron in rusting. 

I(ggiduaL-gas, will _nof L supp or t. , combustio n! — The gas 
which is left in the bottle, moreover, will not allow a lighted, 
taper to burn in it, but immediately causes it to be ex- 
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tinguished. In the similar manner, sulphur or phosphorus 
will not continue to burn, so that it is clear that the gas left 
in the bottle differs from air in the respect that it does not 
allow substances to burn in it. 

If the volume of air left after iron has rusted in a closed 
space is compared with the original volume, it will be found 
that one-fifth of the air in the bottle is abstracted by the iron 
in rusting. 

One-fifth of the volume of air is abstracted. — These 
results* are “of sucKTundarnental importance tKatThey should 
be completely verified. If a class of twenty or more are work- 
ing together, the verification may be obtained by a comparison 
of the different results ; if, however, a number of results are 
not available it is most necessary that the experiment should 
be repeated. It will be found that, in all cases, only about 
one-fifth of the air is abstracted ; whilst, further, that a quantity 
of iron remains unrusted, so that when one fifth of the air has 
been taken by the iron it cannot abstract anything more from 
the remaining four-fifths. These experiments thus show 
that one-fifth of the air is different from the other four-fifths, 
and we must consider the air as made up of two portions,* 
one of which is concerned in burning, while the other (the 
four-fifths) does not support burning, or combustion. We 
may therefore state : — 

- Irpn in rusting gains, in. weight, taking so?ne material from 
the air, and this . material is, the part of the air concerned dn 
burning\ 

If we call the part taken up by the iron the active part of 
the air, and the other part the inactive part, it is seen that 
the results further show that air contains So per cent, inactive 
part , which does not allow things to burn in it, so that the 
remaining 20 per cent, must be the part concerned in 
burning, which we have called the active paid. 
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32. INACTIVE AIR. 

i. Iron do es n ot mst in .the inactive ,air. — Obtain a bottle of 
'mactive'aTr as inExpt. 31, i.; and place in it another bag of 
bright, moistened iron filings tied to a glass rod as before. 
Allow these filings to remain for three or four days and then 
examine the bottle. Note, has the water risen further? have 
the iron filings rusted ? 



• ii. Copper does not rust In the inacti ve air ! — Allow some iron to 
rust in a /^^i^jar^orTJbttle of air as in Expt. 31, i., so that 
a considerable quantity of the inactive air is obtained. After 
some days place some bright copper turnings in a glass tube 
and connect, as shown in Fig. 26, to the jar or bottle which con- 
tains the inactive air left after the rusting of iron. This bottle 
must be closed by a cork 1 through which pass two tubes ; one 
of these, the short one, is attached by india-rubber tubing to the 
tube of copper, while the long tube passes to the bottom of the 
bottle and is attached to the water tap. When the water is 
turned on, the inactive gas is forced out of the bottle and fills the 
tube of copper. When it is considered that all the air has been 
displaced and only the inactive air is present in the tube, the end 
of the tube is closed by a pinch-cock and the tube heated. 
Notice that the copper retains its bright lustre and shows no 
trace of tarnishing. Now disconnect from the bottle, open the 

1 It is best to insert this cork, and hence close the bottle, while still . 
inverted with its mouth below water and thereby avoid the possibility 
of any air entering the bottle. 
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pinch-cock, and slope the tube so that air may pass along it, 
you will observe that the copper immediately tarnishes. 

Inactive air will not cause rusting. — We know that 
substances will not burn in the inactive part of air, and it 
was found also that the iron employed for obtaining inactive 
air is only partially rusted. Iron which has not been 
employed for rusting at all, and is perfectly bright, remains so 
in the inactive air. Further, other metals, as copper, may 
be heated in the inactive air without any trace of rust or 
tarnish, although immediately the air reaches it, it at once 
becomes coated with the brightly coloured film seen when 
copper tarnishes. The inactive part of the air therefore will 
support n either burni ng.nor r rusting. 

33. EFFECT OF HEAT ON OTHER METALS. 

i . Action between bot copper and air. — Place a roll of copper gauze, 
or some copper turnings, in a long hard glass tube provided with 
a bored cork at each end. Find the weight of the tube and the 



copper. Connect one end of the tube with an aspirator or a 
bottle fitted as in Fig. 27, so that air can be made to pass 
through the tube. Connect the other end of the hard glass 
tube with a tube passing under a jar standing inverted in a 
basin of water. Heat the copper to redness, and drive air over 
it, by letting water run slowly into the corked bottle Notice 
that the copper turns black, owing to its combination with the 
active part of the air. Allow the tube to cool, and redetermine 
the weight of the tube and its contents. The weight has 
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increased. Lift the jar from the water and insert a lighted taper 
into it The taper is extinguished, thus showing that the part 
of air required to sustain burning has been removed. 

ii. Gain of weight during heating of magnesium. — Weigh a crucible 
and lid and piece of magnesium, 
which folded tightly, is placed 
in the crucible. Heat strongly 
in a burner, taking care to let no 
fumes escape (Fig. 28). To do 
this, keep on the lid, and only 
raise it a little when the flame 
is removed. The magnesium is 
seen to bum brightly in places ; 
but, if care is taken, no fumes 
are lost. Towards the end 
the crucible should be strongly 
heated, and .when the experi- 
ment is finished, the whole mass 
should be in the form of a white 
powder. Allow to cool, and 
weigh the crucible with the lid 
and powder. Subtract the weight of the crucible and lid to 
find the weight of the powder. It will almost certainly be found 
to have increased in weight, and, if the experiment is carefully 
done, it will be found that the weight of the magnesium has 
increased by about 66.5 per cent. 



Part of the air can he remoyedjb y other heate d metals. 
— If air be passed over red-hot copper, the copper changes 
in colour, and if the remaining part of the air is examined by 
plunging a burning taper into it, the flame is extinguished. 
It has been found previously also that the copper gains in 
weight. There is no difference between the condition of 
things in this case and in the rusting of iron, except that the 
copper must be strongly heated before it combines with the 
active part of air. It does so then, however, and we have 
already seen that copper is quite incapable of rusting in the 
inactive part. 

Magnesium also gains in weight when heated, but in this 
case the magnesium actually burns and the phenomenon 
appears at first to be different from rusting. Still, as simi- 
larity exists in the respect that the white earthy powder, 
I c. e 
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formed by the heating, weighs more than the original metal, 
we are led to believe that in this case also the metal has 
united with the active part of the air. It has previously 
been found that not only copper, but also zinc, tin, and lead 
formed a rust, so that we may state that most metals^ either 
by the influence of.heat or exposure to moist air, form, a rust , 
and that the rusting is accompanied by a gain in weight due 
to the abstraction of a portion of the air y this portion occupy- 
ing about one-fifth of the volume of the air. 1 

The Rusting of Zinc. — In the case of zinc, when heated 
slightly it becomes coated with a rust, but when heated very 
stiongly it actually burns, forming the same mist (p. 31). 
The zinc therefore may be regarded as forming a link 
between a metal which rusts, as copper, and one which 
burns, such as magnesium. This consideration leads further 
to the idea that there is no essentia/ difference between .burning 
and rusting. Investigations suggested by this idea will be 
reserved for a later chapter. 

31 EXAMINATION OP OTHER METALS. 

i. Preliminary experiments. — Examine each metal according to 
the scheme in Chap. II. Also determine the density of each 
metal. 

ii. Silver. — (a) If possible, examine a sheet of thin silver leaf 
between two sheets of glass. Observe that when very thin it 
transmits blue light. 

(b) Place a silver spoon and an ordinary electro-plated spoon 
upon a sand bath, as in Fig. 29. Upon the end of each put the 
end of a wax vesta without any wax with it, or hold the head of 
a match at the end of each when they are hot. Heat the sand- 
bath by placing a Bunsen burner under it. The match on the 
silver spoon will take fire before that on the other spoon. 

3 The student will do well to observe that this abstraction has only 
been proved (by himself) in a few cases, and the general statement is 
based here on the analogy of the phenomena. Should anything lead 
to doubt regarding the general statement, the metal in question should 
be further investigated. 
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iii. Merctuy. — (a) Satisfy yourself b} r trial that, (i) an iron key 
or lead floats on mercury, (2) mercury does not wet glass, (3) 
mercury adheres to clean zinc or copper, forming what is 
called an amalgam . 

( ( b ) Place some mercury in a crucible heated by a small Bun- 
sen flame, and leave it so heated for a few days. At the end of 
this time note the appearance. Scrape the surface and observe 
the result. 



Fig. 29. — Thermal conductivity of silver. 


iv. Gold. — Examine some thin gold leaf. Place a sheet between 
two pieces of glass, and observe that when held up to sunlight 
green light passes through. 

w v. Plati num . — Heat very strongly some platinum wire in a blow- 
pipe flame, and observe that although it becomes white hot it 
does not fuse. 

Silver. — Silver is a white metal about ten and a half times 
as heavy as water. It does not tarnish when exposed to the 
. a * r 5 even when heated. It is consequently much used for 
coinage and for ornamental purposes. It is, however, too 
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soft to be used by itself, and is generally alloyed with copper. 
British coins contain about seven and a half per cent, of 
copper. 

Silver conducts heat more readily than any other metal. 
It is very malleable. When hammered into very thin leaves 
it is transparent to some constituents of white light. Silver 
is also very ductile, and can be drawn out into wires of 
exceeding fineness. 

Mercury. — Mercury, or quicksilver, is the only metal which 
is liquid at ordinary temperatures. Its appearance is familiar 
to everyone from its frequent use in barometers and ther- 
mometers. It is the heaviest liquid known, being 13*^ times 
as heavy as water. 'When heated in air it slowly tarnishes if 
the temperature is not too high, whilst if heated sufficiently, 
it boils, the vapour condensing again to form the liquid. It 
dissolves many metals, e.g. zinc and copper, forming alloys 
known as amalgams. 

Not only is it used in barometers and thermometers, but 
also in the manufacture of looking-glasses; and it is 
employed in the laboratory, instead of water, for the 
collection of gases which are soluble in water. 

Gold. — Gold is nearly always found native, that is, is 
found in nature in the pure state. Everybody is familiar 
with its bright yellow colour and with the circumstance that 
it is unacted upon by the air. It is more than nineteen times 
heavipr than water. Gold is too soft in the pure state to be 
used either for coinage or for jewellery, and is always alloyed 
with copper. This gives rise to the employment of the 
term carat Pure gold is known as 24- carat gold. The 
British sovereign, which contains 22 parts of gold in 24 
parts of the coin is said to be made of 22-carat gold. 
Similarly 9-carat gold consists of 9 parts of gold in every 24 
parts of the article made of it. 

It is the most malleable and most ductile metal known. 
Gold leaf has been made into sheets so thin that it would 
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take more than 200,000 of them together to make the thick- 
ness of one inch. Gold wire has been made so extremely 
thin that two miles of it would only weigh one gram. Thin 
gold leaf allows green light to pass through it, so that when 
held up to the light it appears green. 

Platinum. — Platinum is a rare metal, being about as expen- 
sive as gold. It possesses a greyish white colour and a 
metallic lustre. Its density is very high, about 2 1 '5 ; it is 
in fact almost the heaviest substance known, being about 
twice as heavy as lead. It does not rust nor tarnish, and is 
unaltered even when very strongly heated, and owing to this 
(and other important properties) it is very largely employed 
in chemical laboratories in the form of crucibles. It is very 
ductile and may be drawn out into fine wire, this wire being 
also commonly used in chemical laboratories. 

Use of metals which do not rust. — Although many 
metals rust, yet some metals will not do so. These 
are of great value for the manufacture of articles which 
are required to be permanent and unaltered by the action 
of moisture or heat. Some metals, also, as mercury, will 
only tarnish or rust with difficulty. A list of all the 
metals examined, and of the nature of their rusts, should 
be made at this stage. Although rusts of gold, silver, 
and platinum are not formed either by the effect of 
moisture or of heat, they may be formed by other means, 
and it does not follow that the rusts cannot be formed, or 
that they do not exist, because the student has been unable 
to obtain them in the simple experiments he has performed. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAP. IV. • 

. Describe experiments which prove that air is composed of at 
least two gases 

. 2 ; How would you show by experiments that only one part of the 
air is concerned in (a) burning, (b) rusting? 

3- Describe experiments indicating that rusting and burning are 
essentially similar operations. w & 
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4. When iron is allowed to remain immersed in water it rusts. 

How could you prove that this rusting is really due to air dissolved 
in the water? . 

5. Describe, with the aid of a diagram, an experiment to show 
that a metal will not rust in inactive air. 

6. What conditions are necessary for the rusting of iron, copper, 
zinc, tin, and lead? 

7. What different methods are adopted to preserve iron articles 
employed out of doors, or used for cooking purposes ? 

8. Indicate the course of experiments you would carry out, with 
junior students, in order to determine whether iron in rusting removes 
the same constituent from air as does copper when beiDg converted into 
copper scale or calx. 



CHAPTER V. 


COMBUSTION OR BURNING. 

The experiments performed on the rusting of metals have 
suggested that burning and rusting are similar processes, at 
least in the case of metals. It will be well to examine this 
further, and to investigate closely some particular case of 
burning. The burning of phosphorus is a convenient case 
to study, but in all the experiments in which phosphorus is 
used it must be remembered constantly, that, owing to its 
extreme inflammability, phosphoru s must n ever b e han dled 
with the hare fingers. , Pieces of phosphorus should be" 
~moved~Trom one~pIace to another by a pair of forceps. 
Whenever it is necessary to cut it, this should be done 
under water, and the pieces should be carefully dried by 
blotting-paper before being used. 

35. ARE BURNING AND RUSTING SIMILAR 
PROCESSES ? 

i. Burning of phosphorus. — (a) Read what is said about phos- 
phorus above, and then place a little phosphorus in a test-tube 
fitted with a good cork. Fix the cork firmly in the test-tube. 
Hold the test-tube slantingly, by means of a test-tube holder, 
over a flame for a few seconds, so as to heat the phosphorus and 
make it bum. When the phosphorus is alight the test-tube 
should be removed from the flame and the phosphorus allowed 
to bum. When it will bum no longer, let the tube. cool for 
five or ten minutes. When cool take out the cork under water. 
Note that the water rises in the tube. Put back the cork and 
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shake up ; test the remaining gas : it extinguishes a burning 
taper. Measure the volume of the water : it is one- fifth that - 
of the total volume of the closed tube (Fig. 30). 

{ 6 ) Cut a small slit in a large cork, so that the small handle at 

the top of a crucible lid 
will fit firmly into it. 
SZ&pr Place the lid upon the 

sfhjs cork, and float the coik 

upon the water contained 
in the pneumatic trough. 
Caiefully cut off a piece 
a l of phosphorus as large as 

A I a good-sized pea, dry it, 

W I and place the lump upon 

1 j the floating lid. The 

1 i cutting should be done 

I ^ j underwater. Ignite the 

phosphorus and slowly 
place over it a jar or a 
^ bottle (Fig. 31). Let -the 
~ bottom of thebottle either 
- - re st on the shelf of the 

p« 

bottom. Allow the apparatus to remain for a few minutes, 


Fig 30.— Burning of phosphorus. 


bottom. 


when the white fumes will disappear, and the water will be 
seen to lise up in the jar. Place a gi eased glass plate 



Fig. 31. — Burning of phosphorus in a dosed jar over water. 


under the mouth of the bottle, or jar, and pressing it tightly 
so that no water escapes. Remove the bottle and set it upright, 
keeping the glass plate on the mouth. Insert in the jar (1) a 
lighted taper, (2) a lighted candle. Note that in each case the 
light is extinguished. 
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(c) Measure the volume of water in the jar and the total 
volume it can hold, and determine in this way the percentage of 
air which has been removed. Compare this with that removed 
by the iron during rusting, and compare also the properties of 
the residual air. 

(d) Carefully dry a wide glass cylinder and a small crucible. 
Cut off (under water) a piece of phosphorus about half as big as 
a pea, and dry it between blotting paper. U sing a pair of tongs, 
place the phosphorus in the crucible, touch it with a hot ware, 
and quickly put the cylinder over it, as in Fig. 32. A white 

- powder is deposited upon the sides of the cylinder. When the 
phosphorus has ceased to burn, lift up the cylinder and pour a 
littlewater into it. The white powder dissolves with a slight 
hissing noise. 



Fig 32. — Collection of fumes from 
burning phosphorus. 


Fig. 33. — Slow combustion of 
phosphorus. 


(tf) Place a long stick of phosphorus, fixed to a piece of wire 
twisted around it, in the bottle used in Expt 35 (b\ and invert 
the bottle over water (Fig. 33). Allow it to remain for a few days, 
and again examine. Observe that the water has risen in the 
bottle. Repeat the experiments, and observe that the phosphorus 
has slowly taken up one-fifth of the air, and has left the inactive 
four-fifths. Compare this result with that obtained by the 
burning of phosphorus (Expt 35, b) and that obtained by the 
rusting of iron (Expt. 31). 
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Different kinds of phosphorus.- There are two kinds of 
phosphorus, one called yellow phosphorus (this is the 
ordinary phosphorus) and the other red, or amorphous, 
phosphorus. Yellow phosphorus catches fire very easily ; 
the warmth of the hand is quite enough to inflame it. For 
these reasons it is always kept under water. It is generally 
bought in the form of sticks, which, when freshly manu- 
factured, are of a yellow, waxy colour. This phosphorus can 
easily be cut with a knife, but the cutting should always be 
done under water. However small the piece, it must never 
be touched with the bare fingers, but always lifted by small 
tongs or forceps. If this precaution is not taken, the 
warmth of the fingers may cause the phosphorus to catch 
fire, and, as it is difficult to shake it off when once alight, 
the bum which it causes is very severe and dreadfully 
painful. In all experiments with yellow phosphorus these 
warnings must be borne in mind The red form of 
phosphorus is not so inflammable as the yellow, and has 
not to be kept under water, but it must be used with care. 

Phosphorus readily hums in the air. — It is only neces- 
sary to touch a piece of dry phosphorus with a hot wire to 
make it catch fire and burn. It burns with a dazzling, 
bright flame, and at the same time dense clouds of white 
fumes are formed, which spread throughout the room. 
These facts are noticed until all the phosphorus has 
disappeared. 

Change produced in -air by burning phosphorus. — To 
decide whether phosphorus in burning causes the same 
change in air as iron does when it rusts, it is best to burn 
some phosphorus in an enclosed amount of air in a way 
similar to that which has already been described for an 
experiment with damp iron. One way to do this is to place 
a little phosphorus on a cork, or basin, which floats on the 
surface of water, under a bell jar, or a bottle. After 
the experiment is over, and the fumes have disappeared, 
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the water is seen to have risen in the jar, indicating that 
there is less gas in the jar than before the phosphorus 
was burnt in it. 

From what has been previously said, you can understand 
at once that phosphorus, in burning, takes out the active 
part of the air, and leaves the inactive part behind. So far, 
then, the changes which occur when phosphorus burns are 
very like those when iron rusts. Some differences will be 
studied a little later. 

The fraction of the air which disappears as a result of the 
burning of the phosphorus in a jar, can be measured 
easily enough after the jar has been removed from the water. 
As in the case of the rusting of iron, one-fifth of the air is 
taken out of it by the phosphorus in burning. 

That the gas left behind is really the inactive part of air 
can be proved by introducing a lighted taper into the jar or 
bottle in which the phosphorus has burnt. The flame is at 
once extinguished. 

Phosphorus, slowly., takes .out .the, active,.part„of- the-, air 
without being. lighted.— It has been seen that iron slowly 
takes the active part of the air and combines with it to form 
rust. And this happens without heating the iron. Will 
ordinary phosphorus do the same when it is not alight? 
This question, too, is easily answered by a simple experi- 
ment. When a piece of clean phosphorus is enclosed 
in a quantity of air over water, the rapid changes just 
described take place slowly. The only difference in the two 
cases is the rate at which the active part of the air is taken 
out. Burning phosphorus combines with the active part 
very quickly ; if not burning, only slowly. Still, given time 
enough, 01 dinary phosphorus will remove all the active part 
of air without burning, and at the end of the experiment it 
will be found that again one-fifth of the air has disappeared. 

Properties of the substance formed when phosphorus 
combines with the active part of the air. — We have, as 
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yet, only noticed that the substance which is formed when 
phosphorus removes the active part of the air is a white 
snow-like powder, which corresponds with the rust formed 
when iron is exposed to air. With a little care, the quick 
disappearance of the white material which forms the fumes 
of burning phosphorus can be prevented. All that need be 
done is to burn a piece of dry phosphorus in a dry vessel. " 
In these circumstances, the white fumes settle down on the 
inside of the vessel in the form of a snow-like solid. But 
the white powder has so great an attraction for water that as 
soon as the vessel is opened it extracts the moisture from 
the air, and, first becoming moist, is quickly replaced by 
drops of liquid. If water is put into a test-tube or other 
vessel in which dry phosphorus has been burned, the white 
powder rapidly dissolves with a hissing noise, like that 
noticed w f hen water comes in contact with hot iron. 

Results of the experiments. — All these experiments 
completely verify the idea suggested by the burning of 
magnesium, viz., that burning and the rusting of metals are 
essentially similar processes. The conclusions derived from 
these experiments are, that the phosphorus takes up, or unites 
with, a part — the active part — of the air, forming a white 
pow T der, and leaves the inactive air. If this is so, then it is 
clear that the white powder should v*eigh more than the 
phosphorus from which it is formed, and further, metals 
should not be able to rust in the residual air left after the 
burning of phosphorus. (See Expt. 32.) It will be well, 
therefore, to perform these two tests. 

36. BURNING AND RUSTING ARE SIMILAR 
PROCESSES. 

i.t Change of weight of phosphorus during combustion. — Obtain a 
hard glass tube, BA in Fig. 34, pack the drawn-out end with 
asbestos fibre ; weigh cai cfully. Place in it a small piece of dry 
phosphorus (about 0*2 gram) and again weigh. Connect up as 
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shown in Fig. 34, the end A being attached to a suction pump 1 
which can be fitted to a tap. This draws a current of air 
through the tube, and, in Grder to Ary the air, it is first made to 
pass through the test tube C, containing strong sulphuric acid. 
Warm the phosphorus slightly — it ignites. Take away the 
burner and allow it to burn, the fumes being stopped by the 



asbestos. A quantity of red deposit is also found (another form 
of phosphorus), and this may be got rid of by strongly heating. 
When cool, disconnect, and again weigh the tube. It is found, 
if care has been taken, that the phosphorus gains in weight.) 

u/.Metals willnot rust in residual air. — Bum some phosphorus in 
a jar'" iiTThe manner explained in Expt. 35 (i). 

Wien combustion is complete remove the jar as before and 
repeat Expt. 32, ii., but using this lesidual air instead of the 
air after the rusting of iron. You will find that the copper will 
not rust in this residual air . ) , 

Q Snhstances^gainJii^j^ight^durmg^ The 


residual ^air_is-4}he ^same^as^hat“leffc-after— rusting; — It 
is seen that these experiments completely confirm the com 


1 1/ suction pumps are not available, the current of air may be 
obtained by filling a large bottle with water, and closing it by a cork or 
india-rubber bung, through which pass two tubes : one, the short one, 
only passing just through the cork ; the other long one passing to the 
bottom of the bottle. The outer end of the long tube is fastened to a 
long piece of india-rubber tube dipping into a sink, etc., below the 
bottle. When the water is sucked into this india-rubber tube it con- 
tinues to syphon off, and draws a current of air through tubes, etc 
fixed to the short tube (Fig. 35). & 5 ’ 
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elusions derived from the burning of phosphorus. When 
phosphorus burns in a tube, so arranged that the white 
fumes formed do not escape into the air, but remain in the 
tube, it is found that the weight of 
the tube, etc., is greater after the 
burning than it was before, so that 
the white powder formed weighs 
more than the phosphorus itself. 
The residual air, left after phos- 
phorus burns in a closed space, will 
neither support combustion nor 
allow metals to rust in it ; it occupies 
four-fifths of the volume of the air, 
so that we conclude it is the same in- 
active air&s that left when metals rust. 

These combustion experiments, therefore, again indicate 
that air consists of two parts , one the active part, occupying 
one-fifth of the volume of the air; the second an inactive 
part, occupying four-fifths. 

Further, we may state that, rusting, and burnings both 
consist in the jmjo/t of ,the metal or burning fody^ynkh the 
active part of the air 4 

QUESTIONS ON CHAP. V. 

1. Describe experiments which prove that during rusting and 
burning an increase of weight occurs. 

2. How would you show that the slow combustion of phosphorus 
is a process similar to its rapid burning ? 

3 Write a short account of the different methods you have seen 
used in order to make a dull fire bum brightly, and show how in each 
case the result is achie\ ed. 

4. How would you prove that when phosphorus bums, the product 
formed weighs more than the original phosphorus? 

5. What reason have you for considering that the gas left after the 
burning of phosphorus is the same as that left after the rusting of iron? 


Screw Clip 



Fig. 35. — A form of aspirator 




CHAPTER VI. 


CONSTITUENTS OF THE AIR: OXYGEN AND 
NITROGEN. 

The active constituent of air. — We must now endeavour 
to obtain and examine the active part of the air which dis- 
appeared during the rusting of iron, etc. Knowing that it is 
now present in the rust, the most evident plan would be to 
endeavour to obtain it from this source. The ease with 
which iron rusts, that is, the readiness with which it takes 
up the active part of the air, should indicate that it would 
probably be very difficult to obtain it from this source, and 
that some other rust which is more difficult to prepare would 
probably be better for our purpose. The most convenient 
is the rust of mercury, which is a red powder not easily 
formed (Expt 34, iii.). 


37. SEARCH FOR THE ACTIVE PART OF AIR. 

i. Heating ofc-mercuxy mst.— Place some of the mercury, rust 
(known a s red oxide of merc urvl in a tube of hard glass dosed 
at one end, and heat strongly. Notice the darkening of the 
powder, also the dark deposit which collects round the inside of 
the tube above the powder. Place into the tube a splinter of 
wood which has just been extinguished, and is still glowing. 
Note that it glows more brightly, or even bursts into dame. 
Allow the tube to cool, and notice that the powder returns to its 
original colour. With a piece of wood, or glass, scrape off the 
dark deposit from the walls of the tube. It is seen to be bright, 
met allic quicksilve r or mercury. * — * 
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ii. Changesjjro fluce d JyJieating. lead in^air/ — Heat a few pieces 
of clean lead in an open crucible (Fig. 36).' When the lead has 
melted, stir the liquid metal with a stout iron wire. Notice the 
formation of a powder}' scum upon 
the dead. Observe that the colour of 
the powder is darker when hot. Let 
the crucible cool. Notice that it now 
contains a yellow powder in addition 
to the unchanged lead. Bj^prolonged 
hea ting o f th is p owde r its colour 
changes again, andjt becomes red lead . 

iii. <Sas produce d-h y heatin g^red lead? 
— Place a little red lead in a hara glass 
tube, and strongly heat the tube as in 
Fig. 37. Notice that the red lead 
undergoes a change of colour. Into the tube insert a glowing 
splinter. Observe that the splinter is rekindled. | Why is this? 



Fig. 36. — Heating oflead. 



Fig 37. — Heating of red lead. 


Eed^oxide_pf„inercur7 — tie action of heat on it. — Red 
oxide of mercury, or, as it is sometimes called,. red_prsr 
capitate , can bejobtainedjDy heating metallic mercury for a 
considerable time in the air, when_the oxide forms as a red 
scum upon the surface of the metal: 

When red oxide of mercury is strongly heated, it darkens 
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in colour, and a dark deposit of mercury collects above the 
powder round the inside of the tube in which the heating is 
done. When a glowing splinter of wood is plunged into the 
tube it bursts into flame. 

What does. this experiment teach? It shows that by 
heating the rust of mercury we obtain mercury itself, and 
also a gas in which wood burns more brightly than in air. 
The gas thus obtained was taken out of the air when the 
mercury rusted, and it is given up when the rust is heated. 
As the gas-whiGh-causes-rust_to-form __is the active pa rt 
of ai r, it su p.ports-combustion^ery_ yigorouslv rf6r we have 
found that the other four-fi fths of, the.. air_Js inactive, not 
‘ supporting’ combustion at aj£ and hence acting, as a. diluent.'' 

It may further iTe proved, by weighing, that the weight of 
the original mercury is equal to that left after the experi- 
ment, provided that all the rust is decomposed and no 
mercury is lost. It majjdso. be-proved that- the volume of 
the gas -abstracted .from- the- air, -during Jthe ..rusting of the 
mercury, is exactly__equal to the. volume of gas evolved, 
when the mercury .rust is heated.. This shows that .the gas 
escaping . from_the. jaist is the. same .gas as„that taken from 
the air/ - 

The compounds which lead forms with the active part 
of the air. — When lead is heated in contact with the air, a 
yellow: powdgT,jivhich_i5„muchj3ark6r in c olour when hot, 1 is 
formed. If the heating is continued long enough, all the 
metal is .changecLinto _powder. The change takes place 
fairly easily, so that, from previous reasoning, you would con- 
clude that it is probably difficult to get the active part of the 
air again from this powder. And this is so. But it is found 
that, when some of the yellow powder is heated for a long 
time at the temperature at which lead melts, it slowly takes 
up still more of the active part of the air, and changes in 
colour, becoming red. The first_powder, .obtai ned, whic h 

is yellow r is_in_some states called litharge ; the second, red 
j.c. * ‘ — 
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powder is Jknown.as rcdjeatf. It is easy to get the second 
portion of the active part of the air again from the red lead. 

How the active part of air is obtained from red lead — 
When red lead is heated, it changes in colour, and if the 
heat has not been great, it regains its original red colour 
when allowed to cool. But if strongly heated, the red lead 
gives up some of the active part of the air which it contains, 
andjs reconverted into litharge. The amount of the active 
part of the air which it thus gives up, on being heated, is 
the second quantity referred to in the last paragraph, which 
is taken up slowly when the heating of lead is continued for 
a long time. If red lead is strongly heated in a tube, and a 
glowing splinter of wood is pushed down the tube, the 
splinter bursts into flame and continues to burn brightly. 
The active part of air has been obtained alone, and supports 
burning very strongly. 

The active paxt of the^air.is called oxygem — As it will 
be more convenient in the future to speak of the active part 
of the air by the name chemists use for it, we may state here 
that it is always called oxygen . We may hence speak of the 
change which takes place when the oxide of mercury is heated 
thus: — incrajry__on ^ heating forms oxygen and 
mez&tryj 

38. PREPARATION AND PROPERTIES OP OXYGEN. 

i. O xygenf rpm potassi nm^clilorate. — Place^ a_ little .potassium 
chlorate ox chlmate^oLpotash (which is the same thing) in a 
test-tube, and heat it. Observe that the powder crackles, melts, 
and gives off a gas. Test by a glowing splinter of wood, and 
see that the gas behaves like oxygen, the active part of the air. 

ii. Preparation of a .small qnantity_of^ oxygen.*— Powder some 
crystals of potassium chlorate, and mix' the powder with a little 
manganese dioxide (sometimes called p yrolusi te). Heat some 
of the mixture in a test-tube, as in the last expenment. Observe 
by putting in a glowing splinter that oxygen is given off. 
Notice that in this case there is no melting, and the gas comes 
off more readily. 
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iii. Preparation and collection of oxygen. — Into a hard glass 
tube, closed at one end, fit an india-rubber stopper, with one 
hole in it, through which a tube, bent as in Fig. 38, is passed. 
The other end of this tube, called 
the delivery tube, dips under 
water in a trough. Mix together 
some potassium chlorate and 


manganese dioxide, as in the 
previous experiment, and place 
the mixture in the tube. Sup- 
port the tube and delivery tube 
as shown in Fig. 38. Fill 
several bottles with water, and 
invert them in the trough. 

Gently warm the tube, and place 
one of the bottles of water over 
the end of the delivery tube. 

As the oxygen is driven oft^ it displaces the water and gradually 
fills the bottle. When the bottle is full of oxygen, cover its 
mouth with a greased glass plate, and lift it out of the trough. 
In this way fill five or six bottles with oxygen. 




Caution. — Be careful not toJ take awav the burner f rom under 
Uiehurd f rom jj ie 

trough. \ 

iv. Physical character of oxygen. — Take one of the bottles, and 
examine the gas inside as far as you can by looking at it. 
Then lift off the glass plate and smell the gas. Draw a little 
into the mouth, and notice that it has no taste. 
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v. T he bur ning of a candle in, oxygen. — Attach a piece of stout 
wire to a wax taper, "as shown in Fig. 39, and having lighted the 
taper plunge it into another of the jars of oxygen (Fig. 40). 
Notice that it is not extinguished, but continues to burn, but 
with a larger and brighter flame. 

vi. The burning of charcoal in oxygen. — 
Into ano!KeT~)&r'"of oxygen Thrust a'splint 
of wood, red-hot at the end, or a piece of 
red-hot charcoal placed in a deflagrating 
spoon (a small upturned iron spoon with 
a long handle) (Fig. 41). Note the bril- 
liancy of the combustion. Test t he ga s 
leftin the_bottle^vith„(j) somiTrnoist, red 
littnusjpaper, (2) s ome mof st ,~ blue ’litmu s 
paper. Note it chatige£^e_colom^f _the 
laHerjt o a reddish p urplfc. /b p 

vii. The 4 ?urning o f pho sphorus in oxygen: — 
In another jar bum a piece of phosphorus, 
about half the size of a pea, contained in 
the deflagrating spoon. Note the great 
brilliancy of the combustion and th e den se 
white fumes. AdcLjwat er and shake — t he 
fumes ^Hissolvej In to th e^sjolutimPput a 
blue_litmu?j>aper. Deserve... that. it is 
tur ned^ ^I 

viii. Thfl burnin g of sulp hur in oxygen. -r- 
Fjc. 41 Deflagrating Perform, with another jar, ^Tsihlilar'experi- 

spoon m jar. ment with sulphur. There.are.feiM fumes, 
and a strongly smelling gas is obtained, alsVsoluble, turning 
blueflitmus red. 1 ~ 

ix. qfreJ mrniiig of magnesiunuribbon _in oxygen.*— I gn i te a small 

piece of magnesium ribbon and hold it by means of crucible 
tongs in a jar of oxygen. Not ice t h e whit e solid . form ed. Test 
its solubility in water, and show that irnlflciT the previous pro- 
ducts, it will, not. turn blue litm us so lution "r ig^bu t will t um_red 
litmus . solutio n “ ~ ~ 

x. The burning of sodium in oxygen. — Put a small piece of 
sodium 1 in a dry deflagrating spoon, light the sodium by heating 
it strongly, and put it alight into another jar of oxygen. 

1 Great care must be taken when using sodium, which must never be 
allowed to, touched amp -materials. It is kept under naphtha until used, 
and should ever be handledjwith the fingers. It should be~ dried by 
blotting paper when taken from the bottle and. cut with a clean knife, 
the pieces not used being immediately replaced in the bottle. 
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Ob serve the fumes forme d. Dissolve .these in crater, and.tixthe 
effect of the solution on litmus paper. It does not turn the blue 
colour to red, but has exactly the reverse effect, an d ch ange s red 
litmus to .bjud . Feel the water : i t has a soapy fee h " 

! xi. The hurning-of-iron in oxygen. — Obtain a piece of iro n wire 
(a thin steel wa tch spring wifi, do), and dip ohe~ encf into a little 
meltSd'gulphtn^ancrwEeh'tKe sulphur is burning place the wire 
in another jar of oxygen. Observe that the sulphur bums and 
also starts the combustion of the iron, which continues to burn 
with a brilliant shower of sparks. After the burning has ended, 
obse rve that a quantity of an insoluble solid (iron rust) has bee n 
formed! 

xii t.~Sut>stances when, cold flo not bum in oxygen. j — Place any of 
die above materials cold infoTajal'of'Oxygen ancfnote that there 
is no effect. They do not bum. 

Ot her subst ances besides msts-of jnetals-giva-nn-ogy^en 
when Jieatedi — It has been found by experiment that a 
number of substances give off oxygen when heated. The 
one most commonly used is a white, jcrystalline xolid,-calledL 
p otassium c hlorate; If a crystal of this substance is placed 
in a test-tube and heated in the flame of a laboratory burner, 
it first crackles, then melts, and by and by begins to give off 
bubbles of oxygen gas. The gas given off appears to be 
oxygen, because when a glowing splinter of wood is inserted 
into the tube it is immediately re-kindled, bursting into 
flame and burning brightly. 

O xygen is given off more e asilyJfLthemotassium chlorate 
is ».xmxed^wiih...nianganese_-dioxide. — To obtain all the 
oxygen from potassium chlorate requires a considerable 
amount of heat, when the substance is heated alone. If, 
however, the chlorate of potash is first mixed with cer tain 
other substances, such as manganese dioxide, it is found 
possible to obtain the oxygen with very much less trouble. 
The gas is given off at a much lower temperature, and more 
readily in every way. It is the custom, therefore, when it is 
desired to prepare considerable quantities of oxygen in the 
laboratory, to use a mixture of potassium chlorate and man- 
ganese dioxide, whi ch is often kn own as oxygen mixture; * 
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Preparation and collection of oxygen.— The apparatus 
shown in Fig. 38 is very convenient for preparing oxygen 
from oxygen mixture. A tube dosed at one end is fitted 
with an india-rubber stopper, ora good sound cork, through 
which a hole lias been bored. A small glass tube, con- 
veniently bent, fits tightly into the hole, and is so arranged 
that its other end dips under water in a trough. Oxygen 
mixture is placed in the closed tube. When this mixture is 
heated, a gas is given off. To collect this gas, several bottles 
should be filled with water and inverted in the trough. 
When these bottles arc ready, the closed tube is gradually 
warmed with a laboratory burner, and after a little while one 
of the bottles ; s placed over the open end of the tube in the 
trough. The gas which passes down this delivery tube, 
being lighter than the water, of course rises up through it 
into the bottle. In this way the water is gradually pushed 
out of the bottle, and its place taken by the gas 

This plan of collecting gases which do not dissolve, or 
dissolve only to a small extent, in water, was devised by 
Priestley, the chemist who first obtained oxygen. It is 
called c ollcct ifi g over water* When the bottle is full of the 
gas, and while its mouth is still under water, it is covered 
with a greased glass plate, which is held tightly to the 
mouth by the left hand, and the bottle lifted out and 
placed on the table with the right The gas is now ready 
for testing. 

Properties of oxygen. — If one of the bottles of gas, 
collected as described, is allowed to stand for a minute or 
two and then examined, several of the characters of oxygen 
can be made out. To begin with, oxygen is an invisible 
gas. It Jiasjneither. smelLnor-taste. The method by which 
it was collected is also a sufficient proof of the fact that it is 
either (1) insoluble, in .'water, or is (2) soluble to only a very 
slight; extent. , The experiments previously performed on 
rusting (p. 59) show that water ordinarily contains a small 
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quantity of oxygen, so that the gas is slightly, but only 
slightly, soluble in water. 

Oxygen ha s no effect o n, .substances like sulphur and 
car bon w hen they are at the same temperature as the. room, 
but if thesejelements are heated to the point of jgnjtion the 
oxygen _r<7»^/»«rji} T ith._them_ very readily, causing them to 
burnjyigoiqusiy. 

If, before putting a piece of charcoal into oxygen, it is 
made red-hot in the flame of a laboratory burner, or a spirit- 
lamp, it no sooner comes into contact with the oxygen than 
a change is noticed. The piece of charcoal begins to burn 
very brilliantly, and bright sparks are given off. As the 
burning proceeds, the piece of charcoal gets smaller and 
smaller. 

Similarly with sulphur ; even when a piece is held in a 
flame, it only catches fire with difficulty, and burns with a 
very pale, blue flame, giving but little light. But if, while it 
is still alight, it is transferred to a jar of oxygen, a difference 
is at once observed. The flame gets larger and brighter, 
and is of a beautiful lavender. colour. It remains until all 
the sulphur, or all the oxygen, or both, have been used up. 

The flame with which phosphorus bums in oxygen is 
dazzling in its brightness. In fact, the burning is so intense 
that it is painful to some eyes to watch it. This is par- 
ticularly the case when the experiment is performed in a 
dark room. 

Magnesium also burns with great brilliancy in oxygen, 
and forms thick clouds of a white powder. Sodium does 
not burn very.readily, -owing .tojhe. fact that when heated, or 
even when merely exposed to the, air, it becomes coated 
with a scumwhich cannot burn; It may, however, be made 
to burn, ""and if immediately plunged into a jar of oxygen it 
continues to bum very brightly. Even iron wire will burn 
in oxygen if heated to redness, which may be done by a 
small tip of burning sulphur. On account of these pro- 
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perties oxygen is spoken of as a very vigorous supporter of 
combustion. j 

Oxides and their properties. — In all these cases of bum- 
' ing, both the substance burnt and the oxygen disappear and 
a new product is found. They have in fact combined to 
form a compound, which we term .an oxide 7 the name given 
to a compound of oxygen with some other element 
^ These oxides differ in their appearance and in their pro- 
perties, as is readily seen if the contents of the bottles are 
examined after the burning. 

Carbon. — Thus, the bottle^ in whichjhe carbon was burnt 
con tainsji colourless gas, which does notsupport combustion, 
has no marked smell, and turns moist, blue litmus paper 
to a reddish ^purple colour. This gas is an oxide of carbon.] 

sulptom\ — The sulphur when it burns forms’ll gaswith a 
* very strong, . pungent.„pdour — o xide of sulphur — whichjdis- 
solves Jn water, and turns blue litmus paper to a bright 
redi (It was noticed that white fumes are produced 
when sulphur bums in oxygen. These, however, are partly 
unchanged sulphur and partly another product which is 
formed in smaller quantities, and may be reserved for study 
in some later course.) 

Phosphorus. — Phosphorus forms_a_ white Jiosrder — oxide 
of phosphorite — which is very soluble in water, the solution 
behaving .to, blue litmus in the same way as did the solution 
of oxide of sulphur, i.e. it changes the colour of the litmus 
tojiJ bright -reck 

' J Magnesium. — This metal also forms, by combustion, awhite 
> powdef f-oxidejf magnesuim — which differs from the oxide 
of phosphorus in being almost insoluble in water. That it 
is slightly soluble, however, is seen by the fact that when 
shaken up with water, the liquid then has an action on 
litmus paper. This action, however, is different from that 
of the previous oxides — instead of turning bluejitmus^red, 
«it has the reverse^ action and turnsjed litmus blue. 
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> _ Sodium.— The white ox ide of sodjt m_S s very soluble_in 
water, -and -the_solution-has -a_peculiax.-soapy_feel, whilst it 
has a very powerful action on litmus paper ; an action of the 
same kind as that of the oxide of magnesium, that is, i t turn s 
red-litmu s b lue. 

Iron.— The o xi de of iroji is a dark, reddish brown powder, 
which_i s inso luble in_ water. 

Different classes of oxides. — It is seen that the oxides 
formed may be divided into certain classes according to 
their action on litmus paper. So me have the power o f 
c hanging blue litm us redy-others turn red Jitmus, blue. The 
first- of these .are-termed acids, and if the various compounds 
in the laboratory labelled acid be examined, it will be seen 
they all have this effect on litmus paper. T he second clas s 
of .oxides-act on li tm us in th e reverse wav, and.these are 
term ed alkalis ,. 1 Some oxid es have no action on litmus 
paper and. are. ter mod jieiitral) 

We may now write 

Phospho rus atid oxygen form oxide of i>hos j)honis .facidl, 
sod ium and oxy gen~for)n~oxide of sodiuf/TJalk&li), 

and so on. 

It was owing to the formation of acids by the solution of 
some oxides that the gas received the name oxygen, which 
means acid-producer. It must- be^remembered,.. however, 
thatff//oxides_are_not.acids, .some-being. alkalis'. 

39. IDENTITY OF GAS FROM POTASSIUM CHLORATE 
AND MACANESE DIOXIDE WITH THE ACTIVE 
PART OF THE AIR. 

i. Burning in air. — Bum sulphur, phosphorus, magnesium, 
sodium, and charcoal in bottles filled with ordinary air. Ex- 
amine the products exactly as the products of their combustion 
in oxygen were examined. Note that the properties are 
identical. 

Identity of active gases examined — The objection might 
be raised that although the gas obtained from potassium 
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chlorate and manganese dioxide is an active gas, yet it may 
not be the same active gas as that present in the air, which 
is also obtained from the oxide of mercury, for it is quite 
possible that there are other active gases. This objection is 
well founded, and the identity of this gas with that in the 
air should be proved To do this, we may endeavour to 
ascertain if the products of combustion in the previous sets 
of experiments are identical with the products of combustion 
in air, when, as we have seen, the burning substance only 
combines with the active constituent of the air — the oxygen. 
We find that the products are really identical, sulphur 
forming the pungent smelling, acid gas, sodium the white, 
alkaline powder, etc. 

We may conclude, therefore, that the gas formed by 
heating potassium chlorate, or its mixture with manganese 
dioxide (called oxygen mixture), is identical with the active 
part of the air which we call oxygen. 

The inactive part of the air has been previously obtained, 
but, it will be well to revise and repeat the work, com- 
paring the properties of the inactive part with those of the 
active constituent — oxygen. % J 

40. THE INACTIVE PART OP AIR. 

i. The Inactive part of air. — Repeat the experiments of allowing 
iron to rust in an enclosed quantity of air over water, and of 
burning phosphorus under a jar of air over water, and satisfy 
yourself that the_gas kftj3ehmd ta (a) extinguishes flame ; (l>) 
has n o actio VT cm tC] i t m~u s paper. . 

ii. Air can he obtained again by mixing oxygen with the inactive 
partjof jiir.l — Again allow iron to lust in' an enclosed amount 
of air. When the volume of gas in the bottle has ceased to 
diminish, remove the muslin bag containing the iion. Place the 
delivery tube from an oxygen apparatus, similar to that used 
<n the Expt. 38, iii., and by heating the hard glass tube 
bubble oxygen into the bottle until it is again full of gas. Cover 
the mouth of the bottle with a piece of cardboard, lift out the 
bottle, and test the gas it contains with a burning taper; it 
behaves just like air. 
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The inactive part of air. — The gas which is left in a 
bottle of air after iron has rusted in it, or phosphorus has 
burnt in it, or in which any one of the instances of burning 
which have now been studied has occurred, will no longer 
allow a candle or taper to burn in it. This is one reason 
why it is called the inactive part of air. The inacti ve part 
of air does not aff ect- dam p iron at all ; that is, the irorTdoes 
not rust when put into it The name by which this gas is 
known to chemists is nitrogen , and the effect of its presence 
in the air is that -"the activity of the oxygen is thereby 
diminished, toned down, or weakened. Nitrogen no t only 
will not_allow„thingsTo -burn -in-it, -but it-will no.tJtself.burn, 
or, as is more commonly , said, jt_is_ incombustible. There 
are other substances in the air besides the active and inactive 
constituents which have now been described, but in this 
chapter, since their amounts are small, their study would be 
out of place. ,\i t 

Properties of nitrogen. — This gas nitrogen is an example, 
of a very inactive, or inert, substance. It can only be made 
to combine with other substances with great difficulty — in 
fact, with most other things it cannot be made to combine 
at all. Not only is nitroge n in co mbu stible,._and_.a non- 
supporter of coiiibttstion, but it also does not support life, and 
a mouse put into the. .gas dies very. quickly— this is because 
of the absence of oxygen. 

If the number of negative properties of nitrogen is borne 
in mind, and if we think of this side by side with the very 
active qualities of oxygen, it is not at all difficult to under- 
stand that its presence in the air serves the purpose of 
weakening the oxygen, and thus making combustion less 
intense. 


QUESTIONS ON CHAP. VI. 

I. Describe briefly the sequence of experiments which indicate 
this gaT tenCe ° X>gen ' n a * 1 ’ an ^ S' ve a mode of preparation of 
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2. How is oxygen most conveniently prepared? Give an account 
of its characteristic properties. 

3. What are oxides, and how may they be obtained ? 

4. How can nitrogen be obtained from the air, and what are its 
chief properties ? 

5. How would you find the quantity of oxygen and nitrogen 
■present-in a given volume of air ? 

i i&Toy the combustion of different substances various oxides may 
be produced. Point out how by the action of water these oxides 
may be divided into two classes, and give examples. 

7. How would you find whether a' bottle of oxygen contained any 
admixed nihogen ? 

8. Describe the appearance and properties of the oxides produced 
by the burning of magnesium, sodium, sulphur, phosphorus, and carbon. 

9. Describe two soluble oxides and three insoluble oxides. 


PRACTICAL EXERCISE. 

10. Collect some of the gas given off by heating nitre, and endeavour 
to determine whether or not this gas is oxygen. 




CHAPTER VII. 


QUANTITATIVE STUDY OF THE ACTION OF HEAT 
ON POTASSIUM CHLORATE. 

The heating of potassium chlorate and manganese dioxide 
should also be done quantitatively, as the numbers obtained 
will be of use in later work. 

* 

41. QUANTITATIVE CHARACTER OP THE ACTION. 

i. ►Volume and weight ofoxygen from 100 gins. of potassium chlorate. 
— Procure a test-tube and put in it' a little' manganese dioxide 
(previously well dried by heating), and place near the mouth a 
plug^of.glass wool, or asbestos ; weigh. Add potassium chlorate 
and put back the glass wool ; weigh again. Connect up as in 
Fig. 42 and heat until no more oxygen is evolved ; measure the 
water driven out of A into the graduated jar B. This is equal to 
^he volume of gas evolved from the potassium chlorate and 
manganese dioxide. Alow the tube to cool and weigh again. 

Enter your results thus : 

Wt. of tube, manganese dioxide, and potassium 

chlorate, 36*85 gms. 

Wt. of tube and manganese dioxide, - - - 35*32 gms. 

1. Wt. of potassium chlorate, - 1 *53 gms. 

Wt. of tube, manganese dioxide, and potassium 
chlorate, ------- 36*85 gms. 

Wt. of tube, manganese dioxide and potassium 
chlorate, after heating, ----- 36*25 gms. 

2. Wt. of oxygen evolved, ----- o*6o gm. 

3. Volume of oxygen, 430 c.c. 
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We thus find, if the experiment is carefully performed, 
that from ioo gms._of _ potassium chlorate, we should obtain 

gms., is. 39„gms.„of oxygen, } and further, that 430 c.c. 
1 53 1 ■* — 

of oxygen weigh o*6o gms,, that is, 1 li^c^woighs^^g gTm^ We 

have not here, however, 
corrected the volume of 
gas for the pressure and 
temperature, and this 
should be done, the baro- 
metric pressure and air 
temperature being read 
at the time of the experi- 
ment, and the volume of 
gas corrected for the 
pressure 760 mm. and 
temperature o° C. The 
weight of 1 litre of 
oxygen will bethen found 
to be slightly over 
gms. 1 The absolute 

density is hence also 
% 

In the above experiment it will be noted that the weight 
of manganese dioxide was not taken, so that in different 
experiments the- quantity has probably varied within wide 
limits. It will be found nevertheless that the weight of 
oxygen varies only slightly and within the range of experi- 
mental errors. 

Oxygen from oxygen mixture — Quantitative results. — 
When oxygen is prepared from M oxygen mixture/’ it is 
found that if the mixture is heated so that the evolution 
is complete, the weight of oxygen evolved is aboutj$£ 
grams for eyery_xoo_ grams of potassium chlorate em- 
ployed, and that this quantity is independent of the 
quantity of manganese dioxide added. This experiment 

1 If found more convenient to do so, the experiment may be divided 
into two, two separate experiments may be performed, (1) to obtain 
the weight of oxygen, (2) to obtain the volume of oxygen evolved from 
100 gms. of potassium chlorate. In this case, too, the weight of a litre 
of oxygen should be found. 



known, and is 0*0014 gms. per cx r 

tr 
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appears to indicate, therefore, that although the man- 
ganese dioxide assists the evolution of the oxygen, as has 
been already observed (Expt. 38, ii.), yet it does not itself 
furnish any of the oxygen, as might perhaps have been sus- 
pected. For, if the manganese dioxide evolved oxygen as 
well as the potassium chlorate, a higher percentage of oxygen 
— calculated only on the weight of potassium chlorate — 
would be obtained when the quantity of manganese dioxide 
was great than when it was small. 

By also finding the volume of oxygen evolved per 100 
gms. of potassium chlorate, the weight of a litre of oxygen 
may be obtained. In this way, it is found that a litre of 
oxygen weighs about 1*4 gms. Inasmuch as one litre of 

water weighs 1000 gms., oxygen is only ■ * — of the weight 

1 OOO 

of water, that is about one-seven-hundredth. This weight is, 
however, by no means negligible, and if each litre of oxygen 
weighs nearly one and a half grams it is evident that the 
oxygen in even a small sized room must weigh a considerable 
amount, and that the weight of oxygen in the atmosphere 
must be enormous. 


42. EX AMINATION--DF--THE-RESIDUE - LEFT AFTER 
HEATINg_OXYGE U MI XTURE; 

We must now return to the tube which contains the residue 
of the heated mass in Expt. 41. 

i. E x^U natton.of- residue.- — Heat well, till no more oxygen is 
given off. Boil up the mass Avi th. water and filter it. The man- 
ganese dioxide remains apparently unchanged" on the filter paper. 
Evaporate the solution to dryness, and there remains a white 
solid which is not potassium chlorate, and tastes something 

llxvC S3.lt* 


ii. Weight of residue. — Weigh a test-tube with some manganese 
dioxide and glass wool or asbestos as in Expt. 41. Add some 
potassium chlorate, mix, and again weigh. Heat until the 
whole of the oxygen has been evolved. Allow the tube to cool 
and then boil the contents three or four times with water 
filtering each time and allowing the filtrate to pass into an 
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evaporating dish previously weighed. When all has been 
filtered, again pour through the filter paper a little hot water. 
Note the apparently unchanged manganese dioxide on the filter 
paper. Evaporate the contents of the evaporating basin to dry- 
ness on a water bath, and again weigh, observing the white 
p otas sium^jchLoridcJ n_i t - Calculate the weight of potassium 
chloride left fiom ioo gins, of potassium chlorate and observe 
that this together with the weight of oxygen, previously found to 
be evolved from the same quantity of the compound, makes up 
(within experimental errors) ioo gms. Consider this, and draw 
your own conclusions. 


The results may be entered in the following manner : 

Weight of tube with manganese dioxide and 
potassium chlorate, - - - - - 35*946 gms. 

Weight of tube with manganese dioxide, - - 34*235 gms. 


Weight of potassium chlorate. 


171 1 gms. 


Weight of evaporating basin and potassium 

chloride, 

Weight of evaporating basin, - 


55*859 gms. 
54*815 gms. 


Weight of potassium chloride, 


1*044 gms. 


From 1*711 gms. potassium chlorate 1*044 gms. potassium 
chloride remain. 


From 100 gms. potassium chlorate 
chloride remain. 


1*044 x 100 
1711 


gms. potassium 
= 61 gms. 


A residue, .of potassium chloride and^ unchanged man- 
ganese dioxide remains,. after .leating oxygen" mixture^— 
The residue left in a tube in which oxygen mixture has 
been heated consists of a hard black mass. If boiled with 
water, it is found that a large quantity of this mass remains 
undissolved, in the form of a black powder, which, when 
the liquid is filtered, remains on the filter paper. It appears 
to be the manganese dioxide, which is apparently unchanged 
in the action. 

The liquid on evaporation, however, leaves a white solid 
which is not potassium chlorate, because no oxygen is 
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evolved when it is heated. It possesses a taste somewhat 
resembling that .of salt, andj t is called pota ssiumj;bl orid e. 

It would be unwise, however, to conclude that the man- 
ganese dioxide is unchanged without in some further way 
testing to see if this is really the case. The Experiments 
41 and 42, i., both indicate that it is so, and further 
experiment confirms these results. For, if the residue left 
after heating a known weight of potassium chlorate be boiled 
with water and filtered, and the filtrate evaporated to dry- 
ness in a weighed evaporating basin, it is found that the 
weight of potassium chloride left, added to the weight of 
oxygen evolved, gives a result exactly equal to the weight 
of the potassium chlorate. The oxygen has therefore been 
evolved from the latter compound solely, and we may con- 
clude that the black powder on the filter paper is really 
unchanged manganese dioxide. We may therefore write: 
Poiassium__ clitor,afc_ when^heatedy . dec omposes, into, potassium 
chloridejind.oxyjrcm 

“"'The manganese dioxide did not change ; what, then, was 
its role ? This question is one which was for a long time 
explained by calling the manganese dioxi de a catalytic agent . 
and such actions, viz., those accelerated by the presence of 
a substance, which itself does not change, were called 
catalytic actions. It is most probable, however, that the 
manganese dioxide passes through a series of c ha nges, but 
the final one leaves it in its original condition. 


QUESTIONS ON CHAP. VII. 

A- sample of potassium chlorate contains potassium chloride. 
How could you estimate the quantity of each in it? 

2. What reason have you for believing that in the preparation of 
oxygen from ordinary oxygen mixture, the gas is only obtained from 
the potassium chlorate? 

3- A mixture of potassium chlorate and manganese dioxide is given to 
yo “‘ n “°' v c ° uId y°, u estimate the quantity of potassium chlorate in it? 
P n "eating chlorate of potash it was found that *535 gramme of 

the r?° I 6, ,° f oxygen ,’ measured 15 0 C. and 730 m.m. pressure; 

the residue after heating was found to weigh -33 gramme : from these 
data calculate the weight of a litre of oxygen at n.t.p. 

J.C. Q 




CHAPTER VIII. 

ACTION OF ACIDS ON METALS. * HYDROGEN. 

It has been found that certain oxides dissolve in water 
to form solutions, which have been termed acids. These 
solutions are characterised by the power they possess of turn- 
ing blue litmus red, as veil as by other properties, which the 
student will realise at a later stage of his study of chemistry. 
Some of these acids are of great importance to the chemist, 
and are in frequent use in the chemical laboratory. The 
most important aie probably those termed sulphuric acid^ot- 
oil of vitriol^ niij ic acid, or. aqua for its ; and hydrochloric acid \ 
also called muriatic \ acid i and spirits op salt, * These com- 
pounds will, in the following work, be always spoken .of by 
the first of the above names, which, in each case, is that by 
which the acid is always known to chemists. They are all 
poisonous and all attack and destroy clothing, etc., so that 
great care is required in using them. 

43. PROPERTIES OF ACIDS. 

i. Sulphuric acid. — Take a very small quantity of sulphuric acid 
in a fSSFtufier” *Srnell it. Add some water — about an equal 
quantity — and notice that the tube becomes hot. Place some 
blue litmus paper in the solution. Pour a couple of drops of 
the strong acid in a crucible, heat, and observe the thick white 
fumes formed. Put a diop on to some filter paper or wood, 
and notice that the paper, etc., is charred. Compare the 
properties of this liquid with those of the liquid you found to be 
formed when green vitriol was heated. 
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ii. Nitric acid. — Take a small quantity of nitric acid in a test- 
tube, and, as in the case of sulphuric acid, smell it, and observe 
the action of water and of heat upon it. In the latter case, observe 
carefully the coloured fumes evolved by heating, and that the 
liquid itself becomes coloured. Place a little of tire acid on 
some cloth, or a piece of wood, and notice the yellow stain pro- 
duced. Observe the action of dilute acid on litmus paper. 

iii. Hydrochloric acid.— Examine similarly hydrochloric acid. 
Observe its sharp smell, which is more marked when the liquid 
is heated. . Observe the action of the dilute acid, or of the 
fumes, on litmus paper. 

Sulphu ric acid is an odourless , thick, oily liquid, the 
density~of which is 1 ’8 k g rams perc.c. ^TVhenrmxedwith 
wale^considerable heat, is produced and the mixture be- 
comes very _ hot. Sulphuric acid, indeed, absorbs w ater 
very readily from moist substances, and is on this account 
often used for _dryi_ng' moist gases,. Thus, the oxygen pre- 
pared in Expt. 38, iii., was collected over water, and 
would, therefore, certainly contain a quantity of water vapour. 
If the gas, however, is bubbled through sulphuric acid the 
water vapour is removed, and the dry gas obtained. This 
method of drying gases will be employed frequently during 
later work. 

Sulphuric acid is also characterised by its power of char- 
ring vegetable matter; arid by the thick," suffocating fumesjt 
emits when strongly heated. If pure, ft is colourless, but if 
any organic matter gets into the acid and chars, the acid 
becomes dark_ in colour. . On this account strong sulphuric 
acid frequently has a slight brown colour. 

Nitric a cid is a .colo urless liquid if pure. The ordinary 
acidTs, however, frequently of a.^ellaA\ucplour It has a 
choking smell, and when _heated_boils, and griesoff choking 
fumes of a reddish colour, becoming at the same time darker 
in colour itself. It stains organic matter yellow and has' a 
very powerful similar action on the skin. 

Hydrochloric acid is also a colourless liquid with a 
pungent smell which cannot be confounded with that of 
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nitric acid. Its properties are not as striking as those of the 
other two acids, but, like them, it is a strong acid and very 
great care must be taken in its use? "All these acids, even 
when very dilute, give the characteristic reaction with blue 
litmus paper. 

44 . ACTION OP ACIDS ON METALS. 

i. Action of acids on iron. — Place some iron filings in each of 
three test-tubes and add to (i) dilute sulphuric acid, (2) dilute 
nitric acid, (3) dilute hydiochloric acid. Observe carefully the 
action, if any, in each case. If any gas appears to be evolved, as 
evidenced by effei vescence in the liquid, test the properties of 
this gas with regard to its action on (a) a glowing splinter of 
wood, (6) a lighted match. 

ii. Action of acids on other metals. — Repeat the last experiment, 
but using (1) zinc, (2) copper, (3) magnesium, (4) tin, (5) lead, 
instead of iron. Note carefully, as before, the action in each 
case. If necessary, the liquid may be gently heated in order to 
start an action ; but directly the action starts the tube should 
be withdrawn from the flame. 

iii. The products of the action. — Carefully evaporate, nearly to 
dryness, the liquid in each case in which an action has occuned 
and allow the liquid to crystallise. If no crystals are obtained 
evaporate to dryness. 

Action^of acids _on metals. — When dilute sulphuric acid 
is added to some iron filings, no action appears to result 
at first. After a short time, however, or on warming 
the tube, an energetic action occurs and the liquid 
effer vesces, o wing to the escape of a gas. This -gas. does 
not_ignite_a_glq\ving splinter, and if a lighted taper or 
match is placed at the mouth of the tube, the gas ignites 
with a slight explosions The liquid, -if filtered from the 
undissolved Jron, has a greenish colour and, on careful 
evaporation, deposits -.green crystals, which resemble the 
green vitriol previously examined (p. 22). 

l^Ttrjc^acid also dissolves iron, but the gas previously 
obtained will most probably not be given off. Some 
y eUowish _ fumes with a^clyoking smell will, however, pro- 
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bably be evolved and a yellowish liquid will result, which 
on evaporation leaves behind a yellow coloured solij . 

Hydrochloric acid, a lso disso lves iron, an energetic action 
resulting, whilst a gas is evolved which does not cause a 
glowing._splinter_.to.. ignite, but which ignites itself with a 
slig ht explosion when a lighted match is applied ; apparently 
the gas evolved resembles that obtained by the action of 
sulphuric acid on iron. A yellow liquid also results, which 
on evaporation leaves a yell ow s olid as a residue. 

Zinc, like iron, is acted on by all three acids. A colou r- 
less jiquid re sults in each case, which, on evaporation, leaves 
either a white soli d oiT cplourless crystals. In the case of 
sulphuric and hydrochloric acids, the gas previously observed 
appears to be given off, but with nitric acid it is not evolved. 
The action with nitric acid, however, depends so much on 
the temperature, and on the strength of the acid, that various 
reactions may occur. It will probably be found, however, 
that a gas is evolved in which a lighted match continues to 
burn, or which may even cause a glowing splint to ignite. 
A small quantity of yellow fumes may also be obtained. 

Copper .is .not. acted..on _by .either_dilute_ sulphuri c aci d or 
hydroc hloric .acid.; dilute nitric acid, however, attacks it very 
vigorously,_and copious -fumes .of. a _reddish_brown. colour 
and choking_ smell ..are. evolved: When the copper has 
entirely disappeared a blue solution remains, which, by 
evaporation and crystallisation, deposits blue crystals. 

Magnesium .dissolves_very .readily in all threejicids, form- 
ing colourless solutions.. With sulphuric acid. and. hydro- 
chloric acid .the. combustible^ gas, previously^ obtained, by the 
action of zin c o n t hese., a cids, i s again obtained. With 
nitric acid_ also,, if sufficiently dilute, the same combustible 
gas ; results j but, if the acid is more concentrated, some of the 
other gases, obtained by the action of nitric acid on the 
other metals examined, will most probably be produced. 

Tin and lead are both unacted upon by the dilute sul- 
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phuric^and hydrochloric .-acids, but both arc attacked. by 
nitric acid, ^especially on. warming. The tin, however, does 
not_dissolve, but forms a white -powder, whilst in neither case 
is the inflammable^as given ofl) 

^Thejictionrornitric acid on metals appears Jo be of a more 
complicated^nature than that of the other two acids, inas- 
much as different gases may be evolved— the student will 
probably have obseived three — and, even with the same 
metal, the products of the action vary with the strength and 
temperature of the acid. This complication makes nitric 
acid unsuitable for our study at this stage, and attention may 
be confined to the action of the other two acids employed. 

In every case where the dilute sulphuric, or hydrochloric 
acid, acted on a metal, a gas was given off which would not 
cause a glowing splint to ignite, buL whichrignites itself with 
a slight^expjosion. This is the case, foi example, when 
either of the acids jicts on i ron, zi nc, or magnesium. The 
combustible gas evolved in so many ofThe cases^xamined 
is named hydrog en, which we may regard, therefore, as 
geneially formed by the action of an acid upon a metal. 
This gas must now be prepared and examined. 

45. PREPARATION AND PROPERTIES OP 
HYDROGEN. 1 1 

i. Preparation ofjiydrogen — Select a flask, or bottle, and fit it up 
as is shown in Fig. 43. Be very careful that the stopper and 
the tubes respectively fit very closely. Into the flask put enough 
granulated zinejoxover the bottom. Pour some water upon the 
zinc.’ Arrange the delivery tube in the trough as you did when 
you were making oxygen. Pour a little sulphuric acid down the 
tliistle-headed acid funnel, and be quite sure that the end of the 
funnel dips beneath the liquid in the flask. Do not collect 
bottles of the gas until you are sure pure hydrogen is being 
given off, which you can find out in this way/ Pill a test-tube 
with water and invert it over the end of the delivery tube. 
When it is full of gas, still holding it upside down, take it to a 
flame (which should not be near the flask you are using) ; notice 
that there is a slight explosion. Continue this until the hydro- 
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gen burns quietly down the test-tube. When this happens you 
may proceed to fill one or two bottles. 1 When the bottles have 
been filled, it is better not to remove them from the water until 
you want to use them. Collect also a soda-water bottle half full 
of the gas, and fill two test-tubes with the gas. 



Fig. 43 . — Preparation of hydrogen. 


Caution. — Be ca refuIjiQtlolrinj^a light jh ear the thistle fun nel 
o r tube dcli veiinz^t/ie^gas^ ev cJi j^ien ^i^actio^mJheMask 
seems to , have- ceased. at. al dangerous . cxplosiojijnayfolccw^ 

Be„ careful \ al so that none o f fhe^acid used gets -upon your 
fingers or chlTuitgl 

“Do not throw away the acid, etc., left in the flask, but reserve 
them for later examination. 

ii. Hydrogen, escapes from a tube. held, mouth. upwards. — Take 
the two test-tubes of gas ; hold one mouth upwards and the 
other mouth downwards for an equal time — say one minute. 
Now, apply a lighted taper to both, and observe" that a slight 
explosion results in the case of that which has been held mouth 
downwards, but no trace of hydrogen is found in that which has* 
been held mouth upwards. Consider carefully the conclusion to 
which this experiment leads (Fig. 44). 

iii. Hydrogen may, be poured-upwards. — Take a full jar of the 
gas and hold it mouth upwards below a second smaller jar held 

* In order more speedily to obtain the hydrogen in a state of purity, 
pise the thistle funnel until the end is just above the level of the liquid 
in the flask or bottle. Close the end of the delivery tube with your 
finger, so that the gas has to escape through the thistle funnel and from 
the bottom of the flask. After waiting for one or two minutes the 
thistle funnel should be again pressed down into the liquid and the gas 
collected. It will most probably be found that the gas will fulfil the 
test for purity given above. Be sure that no flame is near the apparatus. 
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mouth downwards, as shown in Fig. 45. On testing with a 
lighted taper observe that the gas has left the lower jar, and has 
filled the upper. Many experiments, as the filling of balloons or 



soap bubbles, may also be performed to demonstrate the ex- 
tremely low density of hydrogen. 

iv. Hydrogen "burns but extinguishes a flame. — Test one jar of 
the gas by means of a lighted match or taper, holding the jar 

mouth downwards. Ob- 
serve that the gas burns 
at the mouth of the jar, but 
that the taper is extin- 
guished when thrust into 
the jar ; on being taken out 
again, the taper becomes 
alight on passing through 
the flame of the burning 
hydrogen (Fig. 46). 

v. Hydrogen forms . an 
explosive mixture^ with air. 
— Wrap your hand in a 
duster, and with it hold 
the soda - water bottle. 
Take it out of the water 
Fig 46 — H>drot;en burns but does not SO that the Water tuns 

support combustion. out, and the bottle is 

now filled with a mixture 
of hydrogen and air. Apply a light and you will not fail to 
observe that an explosion results. 

N.B.—Be careful to direct the mouth of the bottle away from 
everybody. ^ ” ~ 
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vi. The flame of burning 1 hydrogen. — Fit a doubly-bent tube, 
dra wn ourto' ‘a - pSintyto a-hydrogen generator, as shown in Fig. 
47. After pouring a little sulphuric acid down the thistle 
funnel, and proceeding as described in the footnote, Expt. 
45, i., collect a test-tube of the gas issuing from the straight 
tube, and hold the mouth of the test-tube near a flame, ten 
must be a few^ feet away from the gaierator . If the gas aoes 



Fig. 47. — Burning of hydrogen. 



Fig. 48. — Film of liquid formed by 
burning hydrogen. 


not burn quietly, but with a ‘pop’ or a squeaking noise, collect 
another tube, and after two or three trials it will burn quietly, 
with a blue flame. When you can^cajyy this flame* of burning 
hydrogen^ in the test-tube , to. the apparatus froin. which JJie gas is 
being’prbdtfcedfdo ~so, and tisejt to ignite Jhe gas escaping f?:dw 
the printed fub£~T{ you remember always to do this, there can 
be no danger, for when you are able to carry a flame of hydro- 
gen in a test-tube of the gas, for a distance of two or three feet 
to the generating apparatus, you may be sure that the hydrogen 
issuing from the apparatus is not mixed with air. 
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Lightjlie hydrogen in this way. 

Observe that* it burns with a pale blue flame, which after a 
time becomes yellow. This coloration is due to the glass 
becoming hot, and some of the substances in it being burnt in 
the flame of hydrogen. Hold a funnel over the flame of the 
burning hydrogen, and observe that it soon becomes covered 
with a mist, that a thin film of liquid condenses on the 
funnel (Fig. 48). 

vii. Hydrogen can be collected by upward displacement. — Sub- 
stitute for the delivery tube in Expt. 45, i., a tube bent twice at 
right angles, as shown in Fig. 47, and arrange a jar on a letort- 
stand in an inverted position. Place a test-tube over the 
upright tube, and allow it to stay there for a minute, and test the 
gas as described in Expt. 45, vi. When it is pure, substitute 
the invented jar, and after a few minutes lift it off the stand and 
apply a light, first taking the precaution to wrap a duster round 
the jar, and to hold it away from your face. The jar will be 
found to contain hydrogen. 

viii. The liquid left in the flask.— Filter off the liquid in the 
flask from the undissolved zinc (sufficient zinc should be used to 
leave a quantity still undissolved ; if all has disappeared add 
moie and wait till the action ceases). Partially evaporate the 
liquid and allow it to ciystallise. You will find that clear, 
colourless crystals are formed Examine these crystals and 
sketch the most peifect. Heat some of the crystals in a tube 
and observe that they melt, give off water (which can be col- 
lected and pioved to be water, as in Expt. 11, ii.), and leave a 
white powder. 

Heat this white powder strongly, and notice that it becomes 
yellow, but again turns white when cold. Consider caiefully 
what other powders behaved similaily (p. 57). 

Preparation of hydrogen. — A convenient method for the 
preparation of hydrogen is to act upon a metal like zinc, 
with dilute sulphuric acid. Iron could be used, but it is not 
so clean to work with, and the hydrogen given off is fre- 
quently mixed with other gases, owing to impurities in the 
iron. Magnesium could also be used, but it is much more 
expensive than zinc It may be noted here that sulphuric 
acid has only a very slight action on perfectly pure zinc, but 
it is not likely that the zinc, employed will be quite pure. 
The apparatus suitable for the preparation of hydrogen in 
this way is described in the experimental work. Owing to 
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the insolubility of hydrogen in water, it can be collected, in 
the same way as oxygen, over the pneumatic trough. 

Physical properties of hydrogen. — Hy.diogeruJs_ a„gas 
w hich posse sses no co l o ur, no jaste,_and__no_smell. It is 
very. much li ghter t han_air. For this reason soapjbubbles, 
or balloons fille d wit h jt,jriseJn .the. air when.. free _to_move. 
It has been found by many carefully performed experiments 
that hydrogen is the lightest substance known. 

Hydrogen will h um, -butdt-will-not allow-things to burn 
in it.— -When a lighted match is brought to the end of a 
delivery tube, from which pure hydrogen is issuing, the gas 
catches fire and continues to burn with a flame which is at 
first almost colourless, but very soon changes to a bright, 
golden yellow colour ; this is due to substances contained in 
the glass. Hydr.ogen_is_ t herefore s aid to be combustible C 

If a jar of hydrogen is held with its mouth downwards, 
and a lighted match (or a piece of taper) fixed to the end of 
a wire is pushed up into the jar, the hydrogen, as in other 
cases, catches fire, and continues to burn at the mouth of 
the jar; but the flame of the match or taper is put out, 
showing that things will not burn when surrounded by 
hydrogen gas. If the match or taper is slowly drawn out of 
the jar, it will be again ignited as it passes through the 
hydrogen flame at the mouth of the jar Thus, though 
hydrogen is a combustible gas. i t will not sui>t>ori combustion . 
in ordinary circumstances. 

Hydrogen being light er t han air can be poured 
upwards^j— I^Tien you wish to pour water from one vessel to 
another, you know very well that the vessel into which water 
is to be poured is placed below, and the vessel from which 
the water is to be poured is placed above and tilted. This 
is because water is heavier, bulk for bulk, than air. Simi- 
larly, if it were required to pour a gas considerably heavier 
than air from one vessel to another, like the gas which is 
produced whenjcarbon_is_bur nt in oxy gen, you would pro- 
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ceed in just the same way as with water. Since, however, 
hydrogen is much lighter than air, the order of things must 
be exactly reversed. The vessel into which hydrogen is to 
be poured must be placed above and be inverted, while the 
vessel from which the gas is to be poured must be below 
and held with its mouth upwards. This method of pouring 
hydrogen from one jar to another is shown in Fig. 45, and 
is always used when it is required to pour a gas lighter than 
air from one vessel to another. For the same reason hydro- 
gen escapes very readily from a vessel held mouth upwards, 
far more rapidly than from a vessel held mouth down- 
wards. Although hydrogen is lighter than air, it must not 
be thought, however, that it could be kept indefinitely in a 
vessel held with the open end down. Even in this case the 
hydrogen would diffuse and escape into the air. 

The reason for the device adopted in Expt.^5 (footnote), 
in order to obtain the hydrogen free from air, is now readily 
understood. As the hydrogen is lighter than the air, which the 
flask at first contains, it tends to pass directly to the top of 
the flask, and if drawn off from there will only very slowly 
drag out with it the air of the flask, which tends to accumu- 
late at the lower parts, i.e. just above the liquid. When the 
funnel is drawn just above the liquid, however, and the 
delivery tube is closed, the gas is drawn off from the lower 
portions. The hydrogen collects at the top of the flask, 
forces out the lower layers, which contain chiefly air, through 
the thistle funnel, and hence the flask soon contains only 
pure hydrogen, or at least hydrogen free from„air. 

Exa mina tion of liquid remaining in flask — If when the 
chemical action in the 'flask has completely stopped, the 
liquid is filtered from the still undissolved zinc, as previously 
explained, and then partially evaporated in a basin and 
afterwards allowed to ciystallise,. clear, colourless crystals 
are formed, .in most cases of a long rod : like~ form, . or if 
rapidly crystallised of fine needle-like form. If heated 
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in a tube, these crystals melt, g\vej)ff_~wqter_of aystal- 
/isciiion, and leave^a white powder. This _ white powder 
on strongly...heatirig'*changes_colour, b ecom ing yellow, but 
agai n be comes .white on. cooling. This peculiar change 
has been observed previously in the case of oxide of zinc. 
The crystals appear, therefore, to form oxide of zin c on 
strongly heating. If careful examination and comparison 
be made of the strongly heated crystals and oxide of zinc, 
this will be found to be really the case. ThejTysta/s contain^ 
t he zinc, whic h could, if necessary, be obtained again from 
them. The hydrogen has, therefore, most probably been 
derived from the acid. The other part of the acid has 
combined with the zinc to form the crystals, which con- 
sequently consist of zinc and part of the sulphuric acid, and 
are known as zinc su !p]iate.j We may therefore state sul- 
phuric jicid and zinc ; form Jiydr.ogen_ a?id _.zinc._sulphate: Or, 
the same fact may be expressed in another way : 


when 

Sulphuric acted 
Acid upon 
with 


Zinc gives 


Zinc 

Sulpha te 


and Hydrogen. 


The action therefore appears to be this, that the zinc 
takes the place of the hydrogen previously contained in the 
acid, this hydrogen being set free. This is a very general 
a ctio n j it occurs with many metals and acids. 


QUESTIONS ON CHAP. VIII. 

1. By what means is hydrogen most conveniently obtained ? What 
are the principal properties of the gas? 

2. Describe the preparation and collection of hydrogen by the 
action of {a) sodium, (b) iron, on water. What other products are 
also formed ? How would you obtain each of the products ? Describe 
briefly their various characters. 

3. In the preparation of hydrogen from zinc and sulphuric acid, 
wlmt other product is formed ? How would you separate it from the 
liquid? Describe briefly its appearance. 

4. Describe three experiments to show the most characteristic 
properties of hydrogen. 


no 
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S* Describe the apparatus you would use for the production and 
collection of hydrogen gas ; name the materials required and describe 
the properties of the gas. 

6. A jar of oxygen, a jar of nitrogen, and a jar of hydrogen are 
put before you. How can you tell which is which ? 

7. How would you demonstrate (i) that hydrogen is a light gas, (2) 
that it aoes.not support combustion? 

8. Why is it that hydrogen which burns quietly when ignited at the 
end of a delivery tube, explodes if mixed with air and then ignited? 

. 9 * ™ hat tests would you apply in order to see if hydrogen prepared 
in the customary method is sufficiently pure to ignite. 


CHAPTER IX. 


WATER. " 

* /* 

46. COMPOUND FORMED BY BURNING* HYDROGEN. 

i. Liquid formed Toy burnings hydrogen! — Arrange a flask or 
bottle“for the-preparation ~of~ hydrogen. Also fit to a large 
“Winchester Quart” bottle 1 an india-rubber stopper with two 
holes. Through one hole pass a short tube bent at right angles, 
and through the other pass a long tube, reaching to the bottom 
of the bottle, also bent at right angles, and on the outer end 
of which is joined some india- 
rubber tubing. Fill this bottle 
completely with water, insert the 
stopper and connect, by india- 
/ -rubber tubing, to the delivery tube 
of the hydrogen flask, as soon as 
pure hydrogen is being evolved. 

By this means the water will be 
forced out of the long tube and the 
Winchester bottle will be com- 
pletely filled with hydrogen (Fig. 

49). Remove the delivery tube of 
the hydrogen apparatus from the FlG - 
india-rubber connection, and close 

the latter by a spring clip. Now attach to the water-tap the 
other end of the india-rubber tube, which is joined to the 
long tube. To the india-rubber tube, fitted to the shoit tube, 
affix a U-tube containing either chloride of calcium, or some 
pieces of pumice stone soaked in sulphuric acid, either of 
which will absorb moisture from, and dry, a gas passing 
through it. To the other end of the U-tube connect a 
piece of glass tube bent at right angles and drawn out to a 

1 The large bottles holding about 2 quarts in which acids, etc., are sold 
are known as Winchester quart bottles, or often briefly ** Winchesters . 55 
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point. When the water-tap is turned on, the hydrogen will be 
forced through the drying tube, dried, and can then burn at the 
end of the glass tube. It should be allowed to burn, as shown 
in Fig. 50, undei a glass retort kept cool by a stream of water 
flowing in at the tubule and out at the end of the neck. By this 
means a perfectly regular stream of pure dry hydrogen can be 
obtained and burnt, and the rate of burning may be readily 
regulated by means of the tap by which the water flows into the 
Winchester bottle. 



Observe the formation, on the outside of the retort, of a 
clear liquid, which collects and drops into a clean beaker placed 
to receive it. 

In this way obtain sufficient of the liquid to enable its pro- 
perties to be examined, using additional Winchester bottles of 
hydiogen if necessary. Much time is saved if a number of 
pupils all work at the same experiment, and the liquid formed 
by all the hydrogen flames is added together. 

ii. 'Nature^ of liquid^ formed _ by burning hydrogen. — Observe 
that the liquid is colourless, odourless, and tasteless. As already 
learnt, proceed to find the boiling point, freezing point, and 
density of the liquid formed when hydrogen bums in the air. 
The boiling point is found to be ioo° C., the freezing point o° C., 
and the density 1. The liquid is consequently pure water. 

Evaporate some of the liquid in a basin, and notice that no 
residue is left. 

Test some of the liquid with litmus paper. Observe that it is 
neutral. 

The burning of hydrogen; — When an apparatus is ar- 
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ranged as in Fig. 50, so that a hydrogen flame burns below 
a surface which is kept cold, it is found that a liquid is con- 
tinuously formed, which, as the experiment proceeds, collects 
drop by drop in a beaker put to catch it. Since this liquid 
is formed by the burning of a perfectly dry gas, it must be a 
substance which hydrogen forms with something out of the 
air. To be sure that dry hydrogen is burnt, the gas is first 
passed through a tube containing lumps of calcium chloride, 
a substance which has the power of absorbing moisture. 

The liquid formed as hydrogen bums is water. — When 
the liquid produced by burning dry hydrogen in air is 
examined, it is found to have all the properties of pure 
water. Thus, its boiling point is ioo° C., its freezing point 
is o° G, and its density is 1 ; when evaporated to dryness, 
no residue is left behind, and it does not change the colour 
of litmus paper used for testing it. 

These are all characteristics of pure water, and it is there- 
fore quite certain that the liquid, which is formed as hydrogen 
burns in air, is water. 

Water js jmde- of- hydrogen. — We have already learnt 
that substances in burning., unite, with., the -oxygen -of.the_air 
to form oxides. ; Unless hydrogen is quite exceptional, there- 
fore, it follows that the burning of hydrogen is also its union 
with the oxygen of the air to form an oxide, and that this 
oxide is water. W ater is. therefore -the pxide„ofJiydrogen. 
That hydrogen is not exceptional may be readily proved by 
lighting a jet of hydrogen and placing around it (a), ajar 
of nitrogen, j£) a jar of oxygen. The burning hydrogen, like ' 
a burning taper, etc., is extinguished in the nitrogen, but 
continues to burn in the oxygen, showing that the hydrogen 
resembles in this respect other combustible substances. 

If waterjs an oxide bf.hydrogen, "it might be possible to 
obtain the hydrogen Jro m wa ter by suitable means. To do 
this we must act upon it with some substance which will 
abstract from it the oxygen. We have found that iron does 
j.c. h 
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not rust in, /.«*. abstract oxygen from, pure water, but it is 
quite possible that it might do so if heated strongly, or that 
other metals might do so either from cold or heated water .j 


47. TO OBTAIN HYDROGEN FROM WATER, 

i Action of. heated iron on watcrJ— Place some iron filings in 
the hard glass tube C/U or bcttci in a piece of ordinary iron gas 
pipe, and let the end A dip under water. (If an iron lube is 



used a delivery tube dipping under the water must be fitted to 
its end by means of a bored cork.) 1 o the end C fit a delivery 
tube fmm a flask, 01 tin can, containing water. Heat the iron 
filings well, and boil the water in the flask so that steam passes 
over the heated iron, and then into the wale*, where it con- 
denses. After boiling for sufficient lime for the air to be driven 
out from the flask and tubes, place an inverted test-tube of 
water over the end A , and note that the steam is not completely 
condensed, but that minute bubbles ascend to the top of the 
test-tube. When you have obtained by this means a sufficient 
ouantitv of gas (half a small test-tube), fhst d isconnect C 
from the flask of water, then stop the boiling. Xlose the end 
of the test-tube with youi thumb, and holding a lighted match 
to the mouth, open the tube. Observe that the gas burns with 
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the blue flame characteristic of hydrogen. Examine the iron 
filings JtLthe jtube C4,_and seejhat a. .quantity of rust, i.e. oxide 
of iron, has Jbeen Jformed (Fig. 51). 

ii. : Action of so dium /m^water. — Place a small piece of sodium 1 
in watenh^an^e^ orati ng basin, and quickly put a large glass 
shade over the latter ; observe the action. Feel the water left 
after the sodium has all disappeared, and test it with red litmus. 
Evaporate away the water. N ote the residue. Compare the pro- 
perties of the liquid with those of the solution of oxide of sodium > 

iii. Collectaon^of^ the_ gas_ which, 
sodiuin displaces from water. — Place 
a smalPpiece'of "sodium in a small 
piece of lead tubing, the ends of 
which are nearly closed, and gently 
drop the lead into a pan of water. 

A gas is seen to come off (Fig. 52). 

Collect this in an inverted tube full 
of water, and by this means obtain 
three test tubes of the gas. Ob- 
serve that the gas is colourless and 
odourless. Test the gas as in 
Expt. 45, and observe it is lighter 
than air, inflammable, and that 
mixed with air it is explosive, thus 
confirming the view that it is 
hydrogen; 

iv. Action of_ magnesium on 

water. — Place ~a~ small piece of 
ordinary magnesium ribbon in a test-tube completely filled with 
water and inverted over a basin of water. Observe that minute 
bubbles form on the magnesium, even though attempts to com- 
pletely get rid of any air bubbles adhering to it be made before it 
is placed^ in the test-tube. Note that these minute bubbles 
slowly collect at the top of the tube. Place on one side, and 
when sufficient quantity of gas has collected (this may take some 
weeks) test the gas by a lighted match, and see that it behaves 
likejiydrogeri. ' ' * ~ 

v. Action of magnesium on steam— Arrange apparatus as in 
Expt 477^5 or "as shown in Fig. 53, the end d being fitted with 
a delivery tube dipping under water, but in the glass tube place 
magnesium ribbon in place of the iron filings. Heat the 
magnesium strongly in the current of steam, and observe that 
it becomes converted to a white powder — it may even bum — and 
that hydrogen collects in the test-tube. 

1 Read again prerious warning regarding the use 01 sodium (p. 84). 



Fig. 5a. — Action of sodium 
on water. 



INTRODUCTORY CHEMISTRY 


ri 6 


Actionjif Jieatefl iron upon water^in _the form of steam. 
— To^make as large a surface of heated iron as possible 
come into contact with the water, it is best to use iron 
filings in studying the action of steam upon hot iron. The 
filings are contained in a hard glass or iron tube, which 
will not melt when strongly heated. The tube is fitted 
at each end with india-rubber stoppers, through each 



of which a hole is made to take a glass tube. One of these 
tubes is connected with a flask, or other vessel, in which 
water may be boiled. The other tube is bent to make a 
delivery tube, which dips into a trough of water. 

The iron filings in the tube are strongly heated, and 
the water in the flask is made to boil vigorously. At first, 
air escapes through the water in the trough; and, after 
that, bubbles of steam pass from the end of the delivery 
tube and are condensed by the water in the trough. When 
this occurs, a tube full of water is inverted over the end of 
the delivery tube, and, as it is watched, it is noticed that 
small bubbles of gas pass up into the tube and collect there. 
When a lighted match is brought in contact with the gas 
which collects in the test-tube, the gas is found to burn in 
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the manner characteristic of hydrogen. Moreover, an 
examination of the iron filings shows that they have been 
partly changed into red rust, i.e. oxide of iron. 

The iron has, therefore, taken the oxygen from the water 
forming oxide of iron, the hydrogen being liberated. We 
may state that under these conditions 

Iro n and water ( steam) Jo rm oxide of iron a nd - 

HYDROGEN.*, 

Other metals besides iron will displace hydrogen from 
water. — It has been seen that before iron can set hydrogen 
free from water it must be heated. Some other metals will 
do the same thing without being heated. It has been found 
that a metal called ■sodium will displace the hydrogen from 
water even when it is cold. 

The action of sodiumjm water.— Though sodium is 
he avier than na phtha (the liquid in which it is always kept), 
it i s lighter 'than , water* Consequently, when a piece of 
sodium is put upon water, it floats. When it touches the 
water, howeve r ir regul ar its shape , the_piece of sodium 
almos.t_jmmediately becomes quite., round, and .darts, about 
fr° m one place to another, spinning . the_whole. .time. All 
the while.it gets smaller and..smaller,. and just before its 
disappearance there is often a little explosion,* and small 
pieces of sodium are scattered, in every _ direction. The 
greatest care .must .be- taken that -none of .these, tiny frag- 
ments, hit the face. * 

Collectionjjf Jb. ydrog en.displaced.by sodium. -r^If a piece 
of sodium is put into ajweig hted rolL of_wire.-gauze, or in the 
lead tube described, which is dropped into water, then, as 
soon as the sodium enters the water, bubbles of gas begin 
to appear. These can easily be collected by holding an 
inverted test-tube full of water over the tube or roll of gauze. 
In this way, tubes can be filled with the gas which -sodium 
displaces from the water, and it may be readily seen that 
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the gas is really hydrogen, being inflammable, forming an 
explosive mixture with air, and being very much lighter 
than air. The liquid left, after the action of the sodium, is 
alkaline, and_ has a soap y, fee ls It will be recognised as 
that previously obtained by dissolving the oxide of sodium. 

Action of magnesium. — Magnesium ribbon will also dis- 
place the hydrogen from cold water, but it does so very 
slowly. If, however, magnesium instead of iron be heated 
in a tube as in Expt. 47, and steam passed over it, it will be 
found that the magnesium will rapidly unite with the oxygen 
and liberate the hydrogen. The magnesium will even burn 
brightly in the current of steam. It is clear that all these 
experiments confirm the view that water is the oxide of 
hydrogen. 

Quantitative examination of the action of acids on zinc or 
magnesium. — It has been found that zinc, or magnesium, 
has the power of displacing hydrogen from sulphuric or 
hydrochloric acid. The question may be asked, does the 
zinc displace its own weight of hydrogen, or is there any 
connection between the weight of the zinc, or magnesium, 
and the weight of the hydrogen it displaces? To answer 
these questions the following experiments may be performed: 

A 

48. WEIGHT OF HYDROGEN DISPLACED FROM 
ACIDS BY ZINC OR MAGNESIUM. 

i. Weight of hydrogen displaced from sulphuric acid by. 100 gms. 
.of zinc. — Weigh out" ale w pieces of zinc in the form of thin sheet ; 
4 to*6 grams is a convenient weight. Place this zinc in'a flask 
containing water and closed by an india-rubber stopper with two 
holes, thiough which pass, (1) a tube ^reaching below the level 
of the- water, m the flask, and closed outside by a.piece of india- 
rubber tubing, into which is inseited a piece- of glass rod. 
(2) A' tube packed with. cotton, wool, or. better. with glass wool 
and calcium chloride \{a and b in Fig. 54). Obtain a small tube 
and place in it some strong sulphuric acid. By means of a 
string tied round the tube lower it into the flask, and place in 
the india-rubbei stopper so that the tube is held in position and 
no acid is spilt Now very caiefully weigh the whole flask with 
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the acid, water, and zinc. Remove the stopper and gently lower 
the tube so that it rests inside without spilling the acid ; place the 
string inside and tightly re-insert the stopper. Now gently 
tilt the flask until the acid runs out of the tube and acts upon 
the zinc. Hydrogen is evolved and escapes through the tube (£) 
in which it is dried ; so that only dry hydrogen escapes. 
When all the zinc has dissolved and the action has ceased, 
remove the indiarubber tube from the end of the tube (/?), and 
draw a current of air through the flask, so that all the hydrogen 
in it shall be displaced by air. Again weigh carefully. The 
apparatus will be found to have decreased in weight. The 
decrease must, obviously, be the weight of the hydrogen which 
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Fig. 54. — Weight of hydrogen displaced from acid. 


has escaped from the flask. Calculate the weight which would 
have been evolved by the action of 100 gms. of zinc. Enter 
your results as follows : 

Weight of zinc = 5 *46 gms. 

Weight of flask, zinc, and acid (before action) =79*894 gms. 
Weight of flask, „ (after action) =79728 gms. 

Weight of hydrogen evolved, - - 0*166 gm. 

5*46 gms. of zinc displace 0*166 gm. of hydrogen. 

100 gms of zinc „ ° gms> of , h ydrogen. 


= 3'°5 gms. nearly. 

ii. Repeat the experiment, using hydrochloric 1 
sulphuric acid. 


in place of 


3 If a number or students are working together it mav suffice for some 
\o employ sulphuric acid whilst others employ hydrochloric acid. 
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iii. Weight of hydrogen displaced from acids hy magnesium. — 
Repeat,* ''employing magnesium 'Instead* of " zinc witli both 
acids — a smaller weight, i to 2 grams, will be sufficient. In each 
case enter your results as previously shown. 

1 

Quantitative nature of action^of acids o n m etals. — It 
will be found by the experiments just described that the 
quantity of hydrogen displaced by the zinc is independent of 
the acid used, and that whichever aci d is taken, joo grams 
of zinc always displace about ,ri gr am s of hydrogen. The 
values found may vary slightly j but, although the experi- 
ment is one which requires considerable care and accuracy 
in weighing, yet the values will probably not differ much 
from that given, which is the value always obtained when 
the experiment is performed with complete precautions for 
the drying of the hydrogen, etc. It follows that the weight 
of zinc able to displace i gram of hydrogen is about 
100/3 T > or 32’5 grams We .may say, then, that.32'5 grams 
of zinc, are equivalent .to-one ~gram_of hydrogen, in this 
respect, that . this weight.. of. .zinc can displace one gram of 
hydrogen from . acids/ It will similarly be found that roo 
gms. of magnesium always displace 8’3 gms. of hydrogen 3 
the weight of magnesium, therefore, which will displace one 
gram of hydrogen, or which .is equivalent . to_one. gram of 
hydrogen is 100/8:3 =i2_gms._3 12 is hence jsaid to be 
equivalent rmjj/rf.of.magnesium.. 1 The volume of hydrogen 
displaced by these metals may also be found. 


49 . VOLUME OP HYDROGEN EVOLVED BY 
THE ACTION OP ZINC, OR MAGNESIUM, ON ACIDS. 

i. Volume of Jhydrogeii displaced by lop gms. of magnesium. — 
Weigh'ouTabbut o'lif gms/ of ‘magnesium (do" no ‘ employ moie 
than this) and roll it into a small coil. In a graduated 250 c.c. 
jar place some dilute acid — hydrochloric acid preferably, although 
sulphuric acid will do. Invert this" in~a large trough of water, 
and quickly inseit the coil of magnesium under the mouth of the 
jar. Observe the rapid formation of hydrogen, the bubbles of 
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which, by clinging to the "magnesium, cause it to rise to the 
surface, which descends rapidly as the gas collects above (Fig. 55). 
When all the magnesium has dissolved, allow the jar to cool, 


and Tn pg<;iire- the-y.ol ume of g a s in the cy linder. I t is pest to 
lower the .cylinde r in the t tDugh_.untiL.the JeyeLof. wat er, ins ide 
anfroutside-is-the_same.-SO-that the.pressure .ofJhe-gas Js ^equal * 
to tKakof-thejaini Next calculate the vol ume whi ch wo uld have 
been evj)lved--by-_the..action_50-00„grams.rof_maghesium. 
Oliservi-the.temperature -OfjheJabpratory, and the height of the 
bar ometer, and, ^recording -vour result, .state .also "the'tempera- 
ture ancLpressure ..at.which..this_volume of_gas_was measured. 
Record your-results .thus : 1 

Weight of magnesium =0*246 gm. 

Volume of hydrogen evolved=243 cc. 

Temperature i7°C. Height of barometer 752 mms. 

0*246 gm. magnesium displaces 243 c.c. hydrogen at 17 0 and 
752 mms. 

100 gms. magnesium displace — x 100 cc. hydrogen at 1 7 0 and 
752 mms. 

=98,800 c.c. or 98*8 litres. 

At o° and 760 mms. this volume would be : 

S5*x23xZ2 litres. 

I 290 760 

- _ =92^ litres. 



F«S«. — Volume of hydrogen Fig. 56. — Volume of hydrogen displaced 

displaced by magnesium. by zinc from acids. 


ii. Vol ume of h ydrogen displaced bv lOO^gms^of . zina^-TIiis 
volume m^be.dctermined in a manner similar to that employed 
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for the ^magnesium. Or, it may be conveniently found by em- 
ploying^ method analogous to that used to find the volume of 
oxygen evolved from ioo gms. of potassium chlorate^ Fig. 42). 
Place some zinc, previously weighed (about 07 gm.) in a small 
flask containing water and fitted with an india-rubber stopper, 
through which passes a glass tube, fitted, as shown in Fig. 56, 
to the Winchester bottle filled with water. Carefully place in 
the flask a small test-tube containing concentrated sulphuric 
acid, taking care not to spill the acid. (This is best done by 
previously tying a piece of string round the tube and lowering it 
by means of this string into the flask.) Replace the india- 
rubber stopper and tilt the flask so that the acid runs out of the 
tube. Hydrogen will be evolved and will displace the water. 
The results may be calculated as in the case of the magnesium. 

Density of hydrogen^The volume of hydrogen evolved 
by the~axSIon of 100 gms. of zinc, or magnesium, on acids 
may be found in the manner described in Expt 49, i. and ii. 
It will be found that by the action of too gms. of mag- 
nesium about 93 litres of hydrogen, and by the action of 
100 gms. of .zinc about. 34*5 litres of hydrogen are evolved. 
As we have already found the weight of hydrogen evolved 
by the action of these metals, it is clear that we have the 
connection between the weight and volume of hydrogen. 
Thus, the experiments with magnesium prove that 93 litres 
of hydrogen weigh 8*3 gms., whilst those with zinc prove 
that 34*5 litres of hydrogen weigh 3*1 gms. Each of these 
gives the weight of 1 litre of hydrogen as 0*09 gm^and the 
concordance of the results may be taken as an indication of 
their validity. 

This.weight is importanVand must be remembered. We 
may write, therefore, 

1 litre ofhydrogen weighs q -qq gm s. 

1 c.c.,of hydrogen weighs 0*00009 g m &- 

Density. oZ~ other gases . compared with hydrogen. — 
Hydrogen being the lightest gas known the densities of 
other gases are frequently compared with that of hydrogen, 
and this relative density is called the vapour density of the 
gas. -*Thus, the weight of 1 c.c. of oxygen has been found to 
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be 0.00144 grams. Its density, therefore, compared with 

that of hydrogen is - = 16. 

0 0*00009 

This^relativejdensi Jtyjs ^alsojrequentj}^ called the ^density 
o f the gas^ The student must always endeavour to consider, 
when the density of a gas is spoken of, whether the absolute 
density, t.e. weight ofi c.c. , or this relative density is to be 
understood. 5 


QUESTIONS ON CHAP. IX. 

1. Give diagrams and a short description of an experiment to 
prove that water is produced by the combustion of hydrogen. 

2. What tests would you apply in order to determine whether a 
given colourless, odourless, tasteless liquid was water or not? 

3. Write down what you consider to be the physical and chemical 
characteristics of water, that is, the properties which are possessed by 
water, but by no other substance. 

4. Describe a method of liberating hydrogen from water (a) at 
a red heat ; (6) at ordinary temperatures, 

5. A curient of steam is passed through a tube which contains 
pieces of iron heated to redness. What chemical change goes on 
within the tube, and what tests would you apply to identify the 
gas which escapes from the end of the tube ? 

6. How would you prove that air contains one of the constituents of 
water ? 

7. Describe carefully a method by which the weight of hydrogen 

displaced from acid by 1 gram of zinc can be determined, adding 
numbers to indicate the mode of calculation. 0 

S. What chemical reaction takes place when a small piece of 
metallic sodium is thrown into water ? 

9. How would you test whether the solution left is acid or alkaline? 

10. By what experiments have you determined the density of 
hydrogen? 

11. What do you understand by the equivalent weight 01 a substance? 
it was found that 0*36 gramme of magnesium liberated from dilute 
sulphuric acid 336 c.c. of hydrogen at n.t.p. Can you deduce the 
equivalent weight of magnesium? What further experiments would 
you make with this metal to find the equivalent weight of oxygen? (r 
litre of hydrogen at n.t.p. weighs 0*0899 gramme.) 

_ I2 ‘ Sketch the apparatus you would employ, and mention the 
precautions you would take, in showing the combustion of hydrogen 
what physical and chemical properties would you prove 
that the product is water? J F 




CHAPTER X. 


COMPOSITION OF WATER. 

50. QUANTITATIVE COMPOSITION OF WATER. 

170X111118:. — The student^ must be warned that this experiment js 
dangerous unless" care js taken, as any^ escape or leakage may leacTto a 
sen ou*f explosion. With , care it may, be safely ~don e. 

i. To determine the weights of oxygen and hydrogen which combine 
to form water. — Obtain a piece of hard glass-tube drawn out at 
one end ; pack in this tube some asbestos, and after this some 
gianulatedjcopper. oxide, and finally some more asbestos. See 


Asbestos Copper Oxide Asbestos 



Fig. 57. — To illustrate Expt. 50 


that a current of air can be drawn through the tube, but that the 
asbestos is packed sufficiently tightly to prevent the escape of 
any particles of copper oxide. The tube should be now drawn 
out at the other end, so as to take the form shown in Fig. 57 . 
(The dimensions given will be found convenient.) Obtain a 
U-tube, fitted with a small bulb, as shown in Fig. 58 , and a cork, 
which will fit into this bulb. Bore a small hole in the cork 
and fit it on the end of the copper oxide tube. Obtain also a 
second U-tube. Heat some sulphuric acid and small lumps of 
pumice in a crucible for a short time, until white fumes begin 
to be evolved, and then place the pumice and a convenient 
quantity of sulphuric acid in the U -tubes (Fig. 58 ). One of 
these U-shaped tubes serves to dry the hydrogen, in the second 
the water produced in the experiment is collected. Fit up the 
apparatus as shown, using the Winchester bottle to contain the 
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hydrogen, as in Expt. 46, i. It is important for the copper 
oxide tube to slope as shown. Before filling the Winchester 
bottle with hydrogen, allow it to be filled with oidinarv air, 
and, heating the copper oxide tube by a Bunsen burner flame, 
turn on the tap and allow a current of dry air to pass through 
the apparatus for a few minutes. If any trace of moisture is 
seen in the copper oxide tube it should be taken off, heated, 
and a current of air blown through by a bellows until no trace 
of moisture is observed. The passing of the current of air 
will also show whether your apparatus is in good order or not, 



as bubbles of gas should pass through the acid in both U-tubes. 
If satisfactory, the copper oxide tube and the second U-tube 
(right-hand side of the diagram) are both carefully weighed, the 
cork being kept on the end of the copper oxide tube (To 
, tIiese tub es it is most convenient to suspend them from 
the balance by wire) Fill the Winchester bottle with jhtre 
hydrogen, connect again as in Fig. 58, and, by turning on the 
tap slightly, allow a slow current of hydrogen to pass through 
.the apparatus is seen to be completely air 
tight (bubbles passing at the same rate through both U-tubes) 
heat the copper oxide tube strongly. Yovuwill -probably- notice 
a bright, glow-.m the .tube, .owing to the combinatioruof the 
hydrogen and the oxygen. • Observe also 'the* "water which 
collects m' the bulb of the U-tube and in the lower part of the 
copper oxide tube. When a sufficient quantity of water has 
collected and about three-fourths of the hydrogen has been 
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used, the lower end of the copper oxide tube should be carefully 
heated to dnve off any drops of water which may have collected 
there. When the bottle is nearly full of water stop the tap and 
allow the apparatus to cool, without disconnecting, so that no 
oxygen or air gets into the hot copper oxide tube. When cool, 
disconnect and again weigh the U-tube and copper oxide tube, 
noting how, in the latter, the black copper oxide has been con- 
verted into bright copper. Enter your results thus ; — 

Wt. of U-tube after experiment, - - 36*473 grams 

Wt. of U-tube before experiment, - 35*821 grams 


Wt. of water produced, - - 0*652 gram 


Wt of tube of copper oxide before experiment, 35*562 grams 
Wt of tube of copper oxide after experiment, 34*982 grams 

Wt of oxygen, 0*580 grams 

The weight of oxygen is 0*580 gram, and that of the water 
produced from it is 0*652 gram ; therefore the weight of 
hydrogen must be 0*652-0-580 gram, that is, 0*072 gram. 
Write, therefore : — 

Wt of water, 

Wt of oxygen, 


Wt of hydrogen, - 

Theiefore 0*072 gram hydrogen combines with 0*580 
gram of oxygen, and hence 1 gram hydrogen combines 

with -^=8 grams of oxygen. t / 

*072 

Composition of .water. by weight. — We must now en- 
deavour to find the composition of water by weight, that is 
the weights of oxygen and hydrogen which combine to form 
water. To do this, it should be noticed that we only require 
the weights of two out of the three substances concerned, 
i.e. if we know the weights of hydrogen and water (or of 
oxygen and water), the weight of the oxygen (or hydrogen) 
is readily calculated. The experiment is performed by find- 
ing the weights of the oxygen and water, and for this it is 


0*652 gram 
0*580 gram 


0*073 gram 
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best to use not oxygen itself, but some oxide which readily 
gives up its oxygen to the. hydrogen, so that by weighing the 
oxide before, and after the experiment, we can ascertain the 
weight of oxygen which it has lost. The oxide used-for -this - 
purpose is oxide of copper ,a„black-powder. 

The experiment is one of considerable difficulty. Great 
care must be taken if satisfactory results are to be obtained, 
but it is possible to obtain such results. 

If the experiment is performed in the manner described 
above, it will probably be found that the ratio of 
the weight of oxygen to that of hydrogen is between 
7^1 and 9 : x. But, if a number of experiments is per- 
formed, and tK total weights of the oxygen and the hydrogen 
are considered, a ratio of abo,ut,.8. : i wi ll almost certainly be 
obtained. This is the result which has been always obtained 
where more precautions have been taken, and more elaborate 
apparatus used than is possible at this stage. We may, 

therefore, state that 1 gram of hydrogen .combines with ,8 

~ 9 ~g*:a ms, jjfwater, or that.a/flfey zs_ 
forfncdofjighfyii nths its weight, of- oxygen -combined^, jwith 
one-ninth its weight of hydrogem 

Proportio ns' jof joxygen and ^hydrogen -by.. volume -in 
h ave found the proportions by weight in which 
the oxygen and hydrogen combine during the formation of 
water. It is possible also to find the volumes of the gases 
which . unite to form water. For this it is necessary to 
measure out definite volumes of oxygen and hydrogen, 
cause them to combine, then measure the volume of gas 
which remains uncombined and ascertain which gas it is. 
This is usually done in a piece of apparatus known as an 
59). In its simplest form this consists of 
a long glass tube closed at one end and graduated in equal 
volumes, usually cubic centimetres, by divisions marked on 
the glass. Through opposite sides of the tube, at the closed 
end, pieces of platinum wire are passed, and fused into the 
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glass, being so arranged that they do not quite touch one 
another. Outside the tube the platinum wires are bent into 
loops to which wires from an induction coil may be attached. 

Composition of water by volume. — 
To use tHe'” eudiometer it Is first .com- 
pletely filled with mercury and inverted 
over more mercury contained.. in a 
trough. A suitable quantity of pure 
dry oxygen is then bubbled into the 
tube and the volume (after the neces- 
sary corrections for temperature and 
pressure) is recorded. Pure dry hydro- 
gen is next bubbled into the tube, 
using a considerable excess of one or 
other of the gases. The volume is 
again recorded (with necessary cor- 
rections as before), and then, keeping 
the eudiometer firmly pressed upon a 
sheet of india-rubber, or felt, at the 
bottom of the trough, the gases are 
made to combine by causing an electric 
spark to pass between the platinum 
wires inside the tube. As soon as 
the spark passes, the two gases com- 
bine, with a flash of light. The eudiometer is slightly 
raised from the india-rubber (but of course not above the 
mercury in the trough), and it is seen that the volume of the 
gas in the eudiometer is less than before the explosion, and 
that there is a film of moisture upon the interior of the 
tube. The corrected volume is again recorded, and the 
nature of the gas ascertained. We then find the volumes 
of the gases which have combined, in the manner indicated 
below : 

Corrected volume of oxygen, - i2jc.c. 

* Corrected volume ofjnixed gases, - - 50 c.c. 


o 


(to 

§30 

I to 
Iso] 
!|« 
§70 

iii 

§« 

|«c! 

i«o 

1 170 

lliol 


lltfi 
I 

[Sisj 

Fig. 59. — A simple form of 
eudiometer. The arrange- 
ment of the platinum wires 
it. shown in tne enlarged top 
of the eudiometer. 




COMPOSITION OF WATER 


129 


Therefore, corrected volume ofjhy dro gen == 3S c.c. 

Correct ed volurhe afSr ^p losion •_ =14 c.c. 

Gas left ascertained to be hydrogen. 

Hence the 12 c.c. of oxygen united with (38-14), i.e. 
with 24 c.c. of hydrogen, and we find this result always 
obtains, namely, 2 vol umes of hvdrogen^combine . .with j 
vo lume^ of o xveen to form water.}. 

Such a process as this, the formation of a compound from 
elements, or from simpler materials, is known as a synthesis . 

We might also find the required ratio by tHe an alysis^of 
wa ter, that js-by. breaking it up into its components, which 
we can do by passing an electric current through it. 

Analys is-OLwater.—This may be done by means of an 
electric battery, for generating the electric current, and a 
Vo ltameter . The latter is 
most simply made by closing 
the bottom of a funnel by 
means of a tightly fitting cork 
through which pass two pla- 
tinum wires with small plates 
of platinum attached to the 
ends remaining in the funnel 
(Fig. 60). Over these plates 
are supported two glass test- 
tubes, and the tubes and 
part of the funnel are filled 
with water to which has been added a little sulphuric 
acid, as otherwise it offers great resistance to the electric 
current. The wires from a battery of three or four cells 
are connected with the ends of the platinum wires, and 
as soon as the connection with the battery is complete, 
provided there is clean metal at every junction, bubbles of 
gas are seen to rise from each platinum plate, and to ascend 
into the tube and displace the contained liquid. After the 
experiment has gone on for half-an-hour, the gases may be 
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tested and their volumes measured. It will be found that 
the volume of one gas is double that of the other, and that 
the gas of which there is the larger amount is hydrogen , 
while the other is oxygen . 

Calculation of composition of water, by M .volume. — 
If, however, eudiometers and voltameteis are not available, 
the volume ratios can be calculated from the weights and 
the densities of the combining gases. We have found that 
i gram, of hydrogen combines with 8 grams of oxygen. 
But, one giam of hydrogen occupies 16 times the volume of 

1 gram of oxygen (p 122), and therefore twice the volume of 
8 grams of oxygen. The volume of hydrogen, therefore, 
is twice that of the oxygen. 

If, therefore, the result has actually been found experi- 
mentally it serves to confirm the previous experiment which 
led to the same conclusion 
We have now found 

2 volumes of hydrogen unite with 1 volume of oxygen to fromf, 

water . 

also 1 gram of hydrogen unites with S grams of oxygen to form 
p grams of water ; and 

the density of oxygen is 16 times that of hydrogen. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAP. X. 

1. What is the composition of water? Describe experiments by 
which its composition by volume may be found. 

2. If twenty volumes of hydrogen aud twenty-five volumes of oxygen 
be mixed in an eudiometer and exploded, what volume of gas would 
be left, and how would jou show which gas it «as? 

3. What is the action of hydrogen on heated copper oxide ? How 
can this action be used to find the composition of water by weight?, 

4. What is an eudiometer > Give a sketch of one and explain 
for what purposes it may be used. 

5. How would you prove that when hydrogen is passed over 
heated copper oxide something is .taken away from the latter 
compound ? 

6. You aie lequired to prove experimentally that, in the previous 
question, the part abstracted is really oxygen. How would you 
endeavour to do so ? 
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7. Describe experiments (1) to show that water may be split up 
into oxygen and hydrogen, and (2) to show that by the combination 
dF these gases water is produced. % 

' 8. What volume of hydrogen would be required in order to unite 
ivith 7*3 gms. of oxygen ? 

9. It is found when 7*26 gms. of an oxide are heated in a current of 
hydrogen that 673 gms. of metal are left. Calculate the percentage 
composition of the oxide. 

to. What (1) weight, (2) volume of hydrogen would have been used 
in the experiment of Quest. 9 ? 
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51. CHALK 

i. Examination of chalk. — Again examine chalk according to 
the scheme of Chap. II., or read thoroughly your notes on its 
examination. 

ii. Change produced hy heatog chalk. — Place a little powdered 
chalk (f/ot blackboard chalk) on a piece of platinum foil, and 
heat it strongly for some minutes in the dame of a laboratory 
burner. If platinum foil is not at hand, heat a lump of chalk on 
apiece of. coarse . wire gauze for some. time. After Jieating, 
shake the powder on to a damp, red litmus paper. 1 0bserve 
that the red litmus paper is, in places, changed to a blue colour. 

iii. Actaonof acids of chalk— (rt) Hydrochloric acid. — Places few 
pieces of chalk m a tesMube and add some dilute hydrochloric 
acid. ^ Observe that .brisk effervescence occuis, indicating the 
evolution of gas. Test the gas by a glowing splint of wood and 
by a lighted match: obsei*ve, that the- lighted match is ex- 
tinguished. If all the chalk has not dissohed add a little more 
acid. When all has disappeared evaporate the solution to 
dryness, and notice the white solid which results. To some of 
this white solid add a few drops of water, and notice the extreme 
solubility of the solid. Place the remainder of the lesidue in an 
evaporating basin and leave it for a day, after which, examine 
the basin and notice that the solid has liquefied, having absorbed 
moisture fiom the air and dissolved in this moisture. Itjs, 
therefore, said to Jb e . deliquescent] 1 

*(^NHHc_,acd<L — Rep eat t he previous experiment, using nitric 
acid instead of hydrochloric acid. You will observe Ja similar 
brisk effervescence, and the evolution of the same gas, whilst, as 
before, a white soluble solid results'. 

(c) Sulphuric acid. — Repeat the experiment, this time using 
sulphuric acid. Notice that the effeiA^scen ce is jiot^as briska s 
in the previous case, and that the chalk does not dissolve^ being 
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apparently unaltered. Test the gas as before. To see that the 
chalk is really changed, place a little- powdered chalk in dilute 
sulphuric acid in a test-tube and after effervescence has ceased 
pour off the acid and to the powder' add a little hydrochloric 
acid. You will notice but little if any effervescence. 

iv. r 'P.TflTnination of marbl e. — Examine marble as above also, and 
obser\’e'thatlFappeaii*iHentical with chalk. 

Action of heat and acids on chalk. — The more obvious 
properties of chalk were described on page 18. It was 
there pointed out that although heat has apparently no 
action on chalk, yet some action must take place, inasmuch 
as June is^obtained .by. heating chalkjn lime kilns. It is 
easy to prove by putting some powdered chalk upon a piece 
of moist, red litmus paper that this substance is unable to 
change the colour of the paper. If, however, some 
powdered chalk be strongly heated on .a piece of platinum 
foil in a laboratory burner, and then placed on a piece of 
moist, red litmus paper, the red colour is changed to blue. 
The chalk undergoes some change when heated, or it would 
not acquire this new property. 

A cids act on chalk, causing the evolution of a gas which 
does not.. support combustion and mil not burn itself. 
This gas may for the present be called yhalk^gas.. The 
action of hydrochloric acid, or of nitric acid, is very vigorous, 
but that of su lph uric acid js less .so. The product which 
results is, in each case, a white solid,- but that produced by 
the sulphuric acid is only slightty soluble in water,. whereas 
those produced by the other two acids are very, soluble. 
Indeed, the solid resulting from the action of hydrochloric 
acid on chalk is deliquescent and absorbs moisture from the 
air — owing to this it has been previously used for drying 
gas under the name o f calcium c h loride . It js ow i ng to th e 
insolubility of th e pro duct Jormed jwhen-sulphuri c a cid acts 
on chalk* that the action appears so much less vigorous, 
since the chalk j>opn , gets., coated jvith_an, outside._lay.er_ of 
this, pro duct -vr h ich -protects, the inner portions. 
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Examination of marble appears to indicate that this sub- 
stance, although much harder and denser is very similar to, 
if not actually identical with, chalk. Later experiments will 
prove that the two are really identical in composition. 

52. LIME. 

i. Examination of lime. — Examine lime carefully according to 
the scheme' of Chap. * 11 . Test it with litmus.. paper and observe 
its alkaline nature. 

ii. Action of water on quicklime — Add a few drops of water 
to freslf lime ; observe that the mass gets very hot, swells up, 
and forms a white powder. Examine this powder and note that 
it still preserves the ordinary properties of lime, as indicated in 
Expts. 52, ni. and iv. 

iii. Action of Heat on lime. — Heat a piece of lime very strongly 
by means of a blow pipe dame. Observe, that it glows 'very 
brightly, but that no other change is produced: 

vc. wn — Erawnra tivAwn vs? 

acids on lime in precisely the same way as you examined their 
action on chalk, obtaining also, by evaporation, the products, 
etc. (Expt. 51, iii.). 

Properties .of lime. — Lime, produced by heating chalk or 
limestone, is a white solid, which, if heated, sufficiently, glows 
and emits a brilliant white light. It is, on this account, 
employed for the production of the limelight, where a small, 
hard cylinder of lime is strongly heated in an oxy-bydrogen 
or oxy-coal-gas flame. 

When water is added to freshly-burnt lime, or quicklime , 
as it is termed, the water, combines with it with the evolution 
of a large^ amount of, heat, sufficient to _boiL. the- water 
if the ,quantity~ot.UmeusJarge. This can be seen at any 
time when bricklayers are preparing lime for making mortar. 
This_ a ddition of water t o lime is called slaking it, and the 
altered lime is known as slaked limc.\ Lime dissolves to a 
slight extent injwater, forming lime-water. * ~~ 

Lime dissolves in acids, but without effervescence; it 
yields, however,^//// p? m oducts identical with those, objciinedjrom * 
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chalk. Thus, with hydrochloric.acid, the .very., deliquescent 
calcium chloride results, whilst with sulphuric acid. the. but 
slightly .soluble. white .powder —called calcium sulphate^— is 
obtained ; so that, as in the case of chalk, unless the acid is 
very dilute and but little lime be taken, it will not dissolve 
and there will apparently be no action. 


53. PREPARATION AND EXAMINATION OP CHALK 

GAS. 


i. Prepa ration of chal k gas. — Into a flask or bottle, fitted like 
that m Tig.“6i, place some chalk. Place the delivery tube in a 



glass cylinder, or a jar with a wide mouth. A disc of cardboard, 
through which the delivery tube passes, rests on the top of the 

jar. Pour_duuteJtydrochloric ~acid..down,.tke funnel During 

• e . 1 '' esc( r rice a -gas Js . given_ off„and. collects -in-the- -jar. 
When .a .burning taper is extinguished -immediately it enters the 
jar, take- out ,the_deli very . tube and. put-it-into another jar. 
Coyer the first jar of gas with a disc of card. In the same way 
collect several jars of the gas. 3 

ii. Eroperties_of-chaJfc~gas .— ( a ) Notice that the gas is (i) 
TOiy^ tasiele^. and .w.ith, but _.a_faint . i'm'^"(f)~ that it 
languishes •f' ’' S ^ ted -“ t u per ; ( 3)- that it .must heavier 
couI £ ,not be .collected .in. the way-clescribed.‘ 
if. he % s . fr ° n \ one jar (B) into another (A), as shown 

n -ft u >agram ^ 2 )> an d test both jars by a lighted taper. 
It will be seen that the lower jar contains the gas. 
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iii. Acid ^solution formed by chalk gas. — Poui a little water made 
blue with' litmus into a jar of the gas and. shake it.up. Some of 
the gas dissolves, arid the colour of the solution turns a reddish 
puipIeT ^BbirfHe" solution ; the clialk gas is driven off and .the 
blue colour is. regained. 

iv. Magnesium hums in chalk gas.—Place in jars of the chalk 
gas, lighted sulphur, a taper, carbon, 
and magnesium, and observe that, .all., 
are extinguished with the ^ excepdon^of 
the^ ^magnesium, which continues to 
burn with a crackling sound v "Examine 
the products of the combustion ^care- 
fully, and note the white powder which 
formed the fumes " during' the .burning, 
and also the. numerous black specks 
(Fig. 63). Add,, a, little dilute, hydro- 
chloric acid, notice that the white 
powder readily dissolves, but that the 
black specks remained . undissolved./ 

v. Chalk gas obtained from marble. — 
Collect in a similar manner a few jais of 
gas formed by the action of hydro- 
chloric acid on maible, and, by any, 
01 all, of the above tests, satisfy your- 
self that the gas evolved is identical 
with chalk gas. 

Preparation - of- bottles— of-chalk 
gfis.—The best way to piepare 
bottles, or jars, of the gas is to place pieces of chalk 
about the size of peas into a bottle fitted like that in 
Fig. 61. Dilute hydrochloric acid is poured down the 
thistle funnel, and when it comes into contact with the 
marble, or chalk, the gas is given off. Enough acid is 
poured in to cover the bottom of the funnel, so that the gas 
cannot escape up the funnel ; it passes through the other 
tube in the cork. The gas given off is heavier than 
air, and can therefore be collected as shown in Fig. 61. 
As the gas accumulates in the jar, the air is pushed out at 
the top. After several bottles, or jars, have been filled, the 
properties of the gas can easily be examined. The gas may 
also, if desired, be collected over water as. although soluble. 



Fig. 6g. — Burning of mag- 
nesium m chalk gas 
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its solubility is noj: .sufficient to make this form of collection 
impossible’ orjnconvenienh 

Properties ,of „.chaikT_ias. — An examination of the gas 
shows that it is^ colourless and has but a faint smell. As it 
is heavier th an air it can Jbe ..poured downwards just like 
a liq uid (Fig. 62). 

Chalk gas js slightjy^ soluble, in,, water, .and the solution 
whichjs .thus. formed turns a blue. litmus paper red, just as 
acids -do. You will notice, however, that the red colour is 
not as bright as that produced by most acids, but has a port- 
wine .colour-; the solution, although_acid, is only a. very 
weak acid. In naming the properties of this gas you must 
not forget that one which has been so frequently mentioned, 
namely, that it puts put the flame of a taper, or match ; .it 
is consequently, called a non-supporter of combustion. Al- 
though a. non-supporter of the combustion of a match or. 
taper— and .indeed of .most combus- 
tible bodies— it .is yery..important„to 
remember that, magnesium.will .burn 
in chalk gas, doing so with axrackling 
noise, .and with the production.of.both 
white fumes and .black, specks .which 
mix with, the .white, powder, .and.stick 
to the. sides. of_the..jar.} 

54. WEIGHT AND VOLUME OF 

CHALK GAS EVOLVED FROM 

ONE GRAM OF CHALK. 

i. Tyeight .of ..chalk gas.— Into a flask 
A (Figr'64) fitted 'with india-rubber 
stopper and tubes, as shown, pour some 
dilute hydrochloric acid, and weigh^ the 
flask with" the contained acid. Weigh a 
small tube # (ij empty, (ii) with some 
chalk. Place this in the flask, taking 

care not to allow the acid to reach the Fig. 64.— To illustrate 
inside, of the tube. Replace the cork Ex Pt- 54, i. 
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and shake the flask so as to allow the acid and chalk to react. 
The chalk gas formed escapes through the tube C in which 
cotton-wool is packed to retain moisture. When the action is 
at an end* draw a current of air through the flask in order 
to displace the chalk gas, still left inside. Weigh the flask 
again, and subtract the weight so obtained from that of the 
flask + weight of tube and chalk. The resulting number is 
evidently the weight of the chalk gas evolved. Calculate the 
loss for i gram of chalk in the following manner : 


Weight of tube and chalk, 
Weight of tube, 


- 6*364 gms. 
= 4*1/7 gms. 


Weight of chalk, 


as 2*iS7gms. 


Weight of flask and acid, 
Weight of tube and chalk, 


« 5 6 *324 gnis. 
= 6*364 gms. 


Total weight before action, 
Weight of flask, etc., after action, 


=62*688 gms. 
=61730 gms. 


Loss = weight of chalk gas evol 


red = 0*958 gm. 


From 2 187 gms of chalk, 0958 gm. chalk gas is evolved. 

0*0 5 S 

» 1 » *1*187 " ” v 

= 0*433 gm. 

0*438 gm. of chalk gas arc evolved from 1 gm. of chalk. 

ii. Volume of duOk gas. — Determine the volume of chalk gas 
evolved from a weighed quantity of chalk, in a manner similar 
to that in which you determined the volume of hydrogen evolved 
by the action of a known weight of zinc upon acid (Expt. 49, ii\). 
The only difference is the substitution of chalk for the zinc, 
whilst hydiochloric acid is pteferable to sulphuric acid. One 
precaution, however, should be taken. As chalk gas is some- 
what soluble in water, some may dissolve in the water which 
is being displaced, and consequently the volume obtained for 
the gas evolved will be too small. In order to obviate this, 
it is w’ell 40. saturate beforehand the water Jn the displace- 
ment jar with chalk, gas ’so that no moie can be dissolved 
in it. This may* be readily done by sprinkling Tn The' water 
a quantity .of, finely powdered chalk, and .then lidding' some 
hydrochloric acid.] The chalk dissolves with cvblution of 
the chalk gas“, which saturates the water. (The waterjmayjilso 
be covered by a layer pf oil in which thejehajk gas is not soluble, 
but the above method is cleaner and.quite as effective.) 
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Read the temperature and pressure, and as in Expt. 49, i. 
correct the volume found so as to obtain the volume under 
standard conditions, that is at o°jC. and at,, 760 inm. ofmercury.. 

iii. Repetition vrith., marble. — The above experiments may be 
repeated,' employing marble in place of chalk. The.same results 
aie,,.obtained, confirming the vie\y„ that, marble. and chalk are 
identical in their chemical composition.’ 


Density, of chalk gas A — In a manner similar to that em- 
ployed in, the case of hydrogen, the weight, and the volume 
of chalk gas, evolved from one gram of chalk when .acted on 
by acids, may.be readily determined. It will thus be foun d 
t hat from 1 gram of chalk abo uLo-44 g m. o f c halk gas is 
given ohj ; The value actually found will probably be a little 
less than this ; but, if the chalk is perfectly pure, the above 
value will be obtained. The volume . of chalk gas, when 
corrected so as to give the volume at standard, temperature 
ahcl pressure _is_223 c.c., This volume is obviously the 
volume occupied by 0*44 gram, and we can hence readily 
calculate the weight of one cubic centimetre of the gas. The 
values actually obtained by experiment should be employed 
for the calculation— they will probably both be less than the 
above numbers owing to impurities in the chalk, but the 
value for the weight of x~c.c.., of.~the .gas sh ou ld be ve ry 
nearly correct - Employing the above numbers it is evident 
that 223 c.c. of chalk gas weigh 0-44 gm. and hence that 


1 c.c. of chalk gas weighs SJl gm., that is 0-00198 gm. 

223 


I'hejiteolute^densityuof.chalk ,gas„thereforeJs .0:00 198. gm,. 
-BSLSS-} To determine the density compared with that of 
hydrogen it is necessary to divide this number by the weight 
of 1 c.c. of hydiogen, t.c. 0*00009 gm. We Jience.jp btain 
^^^nibjsj^a^ S-Q-.^baL^hall^^a s is 22 times a s heaw..as 
Uydrogen — ft is easy to verify this by determming Vi>(?f/’/|» 
the density of the gas in the manner described in the next 
experiment} ‘ - 
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55. DIRECT DETERMINATION OF THE DENSITY OF 
CHALK GAS. 

i. Experimental determination. — To a flask of about 200 c.c 
capacity fit an incha-rubbcr stopper with 2 holes. Through 
these pass two glass tubes bent at right angles ; one, A, passing 
to the bottom of the flask, the other, />, terminated just below 
the india-rubber stopper. Close the outer ends of the two tubes 
by means of pieces of india-rubber tubing fitted with pieces of 
glass rod (Fig. 65). Dry the flask thoroughly, by heating it and 
aspirating through it a current of air, and, when the flask is 
peifcctly diy. allow it to cool. Close the ends of the tubes SL />, 
and carefully weigh the flask and tubes. Next 
fill the flask with dry chalk gas prepared 
by the action of hydrochloric acid on chalk 
01 marble, and dried by passing through a 
tube of calcium chloride. The gas should 
enter the flask by the tube A y which 1 caches 
to the bottom of the flask (a gas lighter than 
air should be allowed to pass in by the short 
tube B. Whyt) and should pass for scveial 
minutes so that the flask shall certainly be 
completely full of the chalk gas. The flask 
is then disconnected from the generating and 
drying appai atus, the ends of A and //closed, 
and the whole again weighed. Hie volume 
of the flask should be found by completely 
filling the flask and tubes with water, and 
pouiing the water into a graduated cylinder. 
The temperature of the laboratory and the atmospheric presstue 
should be read, and the density calculated in following manner: 

Temperature, 15 0 C. Picssurc, 752 mm. 

Volume of flask, - • 224 c.c. 

Corrected volume, 210 c.c. 

Weight of i c.c. of air, - - - 0*00129 gm. 1 

Weight of 210 c.c. of air, - - - 0*271 gm. 

Weight of flask full of air, - • - 56*421 gms. 

Weight of contained air, ... 0*271 gm. 

Weight of flask if empty, - - - 56*1 50 gms. 

* If this weight has not been previously obtained during a Physics 
course, the flask may be first weighed full of dr}' h)drogcn, the weight of 
each cubic centimetre of which is known to be 0*00009 gm* ^ 
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Weight of flask full of chalk gas. 
Weight of empty flask. 


56*565 gins 
56*150 gins. 


Weight of chalk gas. - 


0*4.15 gm. 


210 c.c. of dialk gas weigh, 

1 c.c. „ ., weighs. 


0*415 gm. 
0.415 


gm. 


210 
=0*00198 gm. 

Density of chalk gas oxsoigS gm. per cc 


Density of chalk gas determined directly. — The density 
of any gas may be determined directly in the manner 
explained in Expt. 55. It is necessary to determine the 
weight of a known volume of the gas. If a flask, the 
volume of which is known, could be weighed perfectly 
empty, and then full of the gas, the weight of the 
contained gas would of course be at once obtained. 
The flask employed, however, is full of air, and it is 
not easy to obtain it quite vacuous, so that the weight 
of the empty flask must be obtained by subtracting the 
weight of the contained air from the weight of the flask 
when filled with air. If the weight of one cubic centimetre 
of air has not been determined, the flask may be first filled 
with hydrogen and the weight of the contained hydrogen 
subtracted from the weight of flask and hydrogen. An 
additional weighing of the flask full of air will also suffice to 
give the weight of one cubic centimetre of air. so that in 
future, similar experiments, it will not be necessary to fill the 
flask with hydrogen. When the weight of the empty flask 
is known, it is evident that the difference between this 
weight and the weight of the flask full of chalk gas, must be 
equal to the weight of the chalk gas, and as the volume 
contained by the flask is known, the necessary connection 
between volume and weight has been obtained and the 
density of chalk gas can be estimated. It is thus found 
that chalk gas is 22 times as heavy as hydrogen. It is 
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hence nearly ih times as heavy as oxygen, the density of 
which, compared with hydrogen, is 16, a result in accord 
with the previous indirect determination of the density. 


QUESTIONS ON CHAP. XI. 

I. A lump of lime and a piece of chalk are given you ; they are much 
alike in appearance ; how would you determine which was lime? 

2 Describe carefully what takes place when water is poured upon a 
piece of quicklime. 

3. How would you prove that lime is soluble and chalk insoluble in 
pure water? 

4. When water is poured upon quicklime we believe that they unite 
together. What are the reasons for this belief? 

5. Knowing that chalk consists of lime and a gas which puts out 
flames, how would you set to work to find out the amount of the former 
in a lump of chalk given you ? 

6 Describe the apparatus you would use for the prepaiation of 
chalk gas. 

7. How would you collect some of the gas without a pneumatic 
trough ? Could hydrogen be collected in this way ? 

8. If hydrogen is being collected without a trough, why do you not 
collect it in the same way as chalk gas ? 

9. Describe experiments to show the high density of chalk gas and 
its effect on combustion. 

10. Describe an experiment to determine the quantity of chalk 
gas which is evolved by the action of acid upon one gram of 
chalk. 

I I. Chalk is very commonly found in drinking waters. How do you 
account for this ? 

12. What is the behaviour of {a) cold water, (/>) hot water towards 
quick lime, common salt, saltpetre, and anhydrous copper sulphate 
respectively ? 




CHAPTER XII. 


EXAMINATION OF CHALK {continued). 

The nature of the change produced by heating chalk must 
be next examined, and the student should verify the state- 
ment that the product so formed is lime. 

, 56. ACTION OF HEAT ON.JJHALK. . 

i. Heating of chalk.— Weigh a crucible and in it place some 

powdered' chalk. ’Heat it in a muffle furnace at a bright red 
heat for a few hours, allow it to cool, and again weigh. Calculate 
the loss or gain forjone gram of chalk. 

ii. Examination of product. — Carefully examine the product and 
repeat” all the' experiments previously performed with lime 
(p. 134), carefully comparing the results. 

iii. He atin g of, marble.— Repeat Expt. 56, i., ii., employing 
marble instead' of chalk. 

Actio n o f heat on. chalk. — It is found by heating a 
weighed quantity of chalk that the product formed, which 
examination .proves .is really Jime, weighs considerably less 
than the original chalk, the .loss being about 44. percent., so 
that one gram of chalk Joses 0*44 gram when , strongly 
.heated.. It is clear that something has been driven out of 
the chalk by heating it. It was previously observed, that 
when lime is treated with acids, the products formed are 
identical with those obtained by the action of acids on 
chalk, but that no gas is evolved ; whereas, .with .chalk a gas 
— chalk gas— is -evolved .with brisk effervescence.... These 
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facts seem to indicate that the difference between lime and 
chalk might be that the chalk contains this gas united with 
lime, and that the heating of the chalk . drives off this gas. 
As the gas is also driven off by the action of acids on chalk, 
if the above explanation is correct the same loss of weight 
should be found when chalk is heated as when it is acted on 
by an acid. The experiments performed have shown that 
this is actually the case, the loss being 0*44 gram per gram of 
chalk. It seems, therefore, that chalk is made up of lime 
and chalk gas, and that the latter may be driven off by the 
action of either acids or heat. It is hence possible that 
under suitable conditions lime and chalk gas might unite to 
form chalk ; both being somewhat soluble in water the 
addition of the two substances in solution would be most 
likely to effect this union; 

V 

57. ACTION OF CHALK GAS ON LIME-WATER. 


ii Action of chalk gas on lime-water.* — Prepare some chalk gas 
by [the ‘ action of "acid oh 'chalk, "arid pass the gas from, the 
delivery tube through some lime-water. “Observe that a milki- 
ness is produced, owing to the production of a white powder or 
precipitate * , v hich disappears aftei a short time! 

Boil,. the solution thus -ob- 
tained, and notice. that the 
milkiness again appears/' 
Filter the milky solution, 
and "so obtain* the white 
powder.rin a jilt er paper. Add 
a. few drops of dilute hydro- 
chloric acid to., the powder. 
Notice the effervescence. 
Test the gas which ,is given 
off ; it puts out a flame. 

ii. Action of gas from heated 
chalk Jin , lime-water. — Place 
some chalk in a hard glass 
tube, fitted with a cork and 
delivery tube. Heat very 



Fig. 66 — Chalk gas produced by 
heating chalk. 
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iii. Action of chalk gas on milk of lime. — Mix some powdered 
linuMyith water sffas/fb jobfarn a wKife) ‘milky liquid which con- 
sists of a saturated solution of lime with an excess of suspended 
lime;" Pass through this milk oflitjte , contained in a test-tube, a 
brisk current of chalk gas for about half an hour. Filter the 
liquid and examine the product, comparing carefully the action 
of acids upon it and upon chalk. 

Effect of chalk gas on, lime-water. — When chalk gas is 
passed through a clear solution of lime .(called lime-water) a 
white precipitate is obtained. This disappears when the gas 
passes through for a longer period, owing to the fact that 
the precipitate is soluble in a solution ( of ..chalk gas. 
O n boilmg^'tKe^liquid, however, the chalk gas is driven 
’off , from the solu tion and th e white solid is^aganT"pre^ 
cj pitated. A larger quantity of the precipitate may be 
obtained if milk of lime is employed instead of lime 
water, and it may then be examined, when it is found 
to be chalk, effervescing with acids and giving the same 
products as were previously obtained from chalk. The 
gas given off from chalk by heating may be similarly 
treated and so compared with chalk gas, and it is found to 
behave in a precisely similar manner and to be identical 
with the gas driven off from chalk by the action of acids. 
If sufficient gas can be obtained by heating chalk, the gas 
may be collected over water and its properties in other 
particulars compared with those of the gas obtained by the 
action of acids (Expt. 53). TJi enaction jon Jhine_ water is, 
howev er, the most certain test for this gas, and the pro- 
duction of the mijkiness^Umewater.may be regarded as a 
sure .evidence of the presence of the chalk^ gas. We may 
now write : ‘ 

Ch alk js composed of lime, and^chalk gas... \ 

and also 

In solution, lime and d ial}} gas unite Jo Jorm chalk. 

Some lime will also slowly unite with chalk gas even when 
not dissolved, and if exposed to chalk gas for a con- 

J.C. K 



146 


INTRODUCTORY CHEMISTRY 


sideiable time will be found to contain a fair quantity of 
chalk. 

V* 

58. COMPOSITION OP CHALK GAS. 

i. Burnln^of magnesium in chalk gas, — Repeat Expt. 53, iv #J and 
to the jar in" which the magnesium has bui nt add a little dilute 
hydrochloric acid j shake well and pour into a test-tube. Observe 
that the white powder has dissolved and the black specks fall to 
the bottom of the tube. Pour off as much as possible of the 
liquid, leaving’ the black speck's in the tube ; add a little water 
and again pour off. Heat and continue to heat after the liquid 
has boiled away ; observe that the black specks glow and ulti- 
mately disappear.; Carefully consider what this experiment 
suggests regai ding the composition of the chalk gas. 

ii. Burning of magnesium in oxide of carbon. 1 — Fill a jar with 
oxygen ahcTbuin in it a piece of carbon, employing a^eflagraling 
spoon, which should be kept tightly pressed on the top of the' jar.' 
When the carbon ceases to glow brightly, remove the' deflagrat- 
ing spoon and close the mouth of the jar by a greased glass 
plate. Light a piece of magnesium ribbon and lower it when 
burning into the jar of oxide of carbon. Observe that it con- 
tinues to burn*. Compare caiefully this experiment with the 
burning of magnesium in chalk gas, examining the products in a 
similar manner. 

iii. Action.^ of oxide of carbon on lime-water. — Prepare ajar of 
oxide of carbon as in Expt. 58, ii., and pour into the jar, a little 
lime-water. . Shake well, and observe the formation. of the white 
precipitate. Pour the milky liquid into a second jai-of oxide 
of carbon, and observe that it again becomes ..clear) (If 
necessary a third jar may be employed. The important point to 
be observed is that at first a milkiness is produced which, by 
the further action of oxide of carbon, disappears ; the two 
actions may of course take place in the first jar). 

Boil the ..clear*. liquid and^observe the reappearance of the 
precipitate, ue m .the chalk. v ' '' 

Add a little acid^ and ,obsen r e that the. precipitate dissolves 
with .slightjeffervescence. Jv 

magnesium burns 

in chalk gas two products are obtained, (1) white fumes, 

* * V **+ 

order to avoid misapprehension it is well to note that this gas 
winch is here called * oxide, of. carbon 9 is also, and, more properly, 
called carbon dioxide^ and also carbonic acid gas. 
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and (2) black_specks. The fumes .resemble, those formed 
by the combustion of. magnesium .in air or oxygen, and if 
they are realiy of the same nature it is clear that the chalk 
gas must contain .oxygen- Sulphur and other combustible 
substances, however, will not burn in the gas ; and, therefore, 
if oxygen, is present.it must be already combined with. some 
other substance, .from, which ..it Js . . only with .. difficulty 
liberated, j The black specks . may. perhaps , be this other 
substance, and it is found that theyare jnsoluble in water or 
acid, and that they glo>y ..and ..disappear when strongly 
heated.' In this they resemble car bon, so that _it .seems 
probable^ Jhat .the j;halk, gas, contains„pxygen and carbon, or 
that it is j>pdde jof xarbani 1 1n order to see whether this is 
really the case, oxide of carbon should be compared with 
chalk gas. Oxide of carbon may be readily obtained by 
burning carbon in a jar of oxygen.^ Magnesium burns in 
oxide of carbon with similar white fumes and black 
specks as are obtained by its combustion in chalk gas. 
Oxide of carbon has also the same action on lime water, 
giving a precipitate of chalk, which is redissolved when excess 
of the gas is passed in. It may be further noticed that the 
action of both gases on litmus has been previously found to be 
identical (Expts. 38, vi., 53, iii). The gases are indeed 
identical, and repetition of any tests would all lead to the 
same result, viz. that chalk gas is oxide of ca rhofi- So that 
we may now write : 

Ch alk consists of lime and oxide, of carboiL - 


QUESTIONS ON CHAP. XII. 

1. A sample of chalk yielded 132 grams of quicklime when strongly 
heated ; what was the weight of the sample taken ? 

2. Calculate the weight of lime and carbon dioxide respectively in 
a cwt. of chalk. 

3* Of what substances does chalk consist ? Give full reason for your 
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1 " * 

answei. Give the names of substances having a similar composition to 
chalk. 

4. What happens when chalk is exposed to great heat? Describe a 
different method of obtaining one of the products. 

5. When carbon dioxide is passed into lime water, the latter 
becomes first turbid and afterwards clear. Explain the chemical 
nature of the causes of these changes. 1 

6. How would you show that chalk consists of lime and carbon 
dioxide ? 

7* If you were given samples of. limestone and rock <^ilt, how -would 
you proceed to obtain from them pure specimens of calcium carbonate 
and common salt respectively? 

8. When oxygen is led over strongly heated charcoal and then into 
lime-water, a white precipitate is produced. How would you set to 
work so as to place beyond doubt the nature of the precipitate? 




CHAPTER XIII. 


/OXIDE OF CARBON IN THE ATMOSPHERE. 


59. RECOGNITION OF ATMOSPHERIC OXIDE OF 

CARBON. 


i. O xide of carbon iB pro du ced toy a burning candle. — (a) Burn a 
candle'oFTaper in a clean, dry, white Bottle (Fig. 40). After the 
flame has been extinguished, withdraw the taper. Pour a little 
freshly made lime-water into the bottle and shake it up. Notice 
the milkinessj>f_the.lime-waterJ 
(£)~Cut a~ long, thin chip of wood, hold it in the flame of a 



Fig. 67. — Oxide of carbon produced 
by breathing. 



laboratory burner until it bums brightly, then thiust it into a 
cylinder or bottle, the bottom of which is covered with lime- 
water to the depth of about an inch. When the stick ceases to 
burn, withdraw it and shake the lime-water. 

! AOyJ?«athine.I-(a) Blow through a 

?onininL gl - aSS tU ^ G mt ,° Some dear > fr eshly-made lime-water 
2 "^' n a wme glass, or tumbler. Milkiness Js at first 

by°djsappears (Rg? ^° wmgls continued long enough ffByand 
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(P) Repeat the pieceding experiment by blowing air from 
a bellows instead of from the lungs. Notice that this un- 
breathed air has not the same effects upon lime-water as 
breathed air, inasmuch as the lime-water is only very slowly 
turned milky. 

iii. The air contains oxide of carbon. — Pour some clear lime-water 
into a blue dinner plate, or some other shallow vessel of a dark 
colour. Leave it exposed to the atmosphere for a little while. 
Notice the thin white scum formed on the top. The oxide, of 
carbon in the air has turned the top layer of liquid milky. 



Fig 69.— Production of o\ygcn b> the action of plants, 

iv. Character of air changed by breathing.— Fit two bottles with 

corks and tubes, as shown in Fig. 68 . See that the corks are 
air-tight. Put some clear lime water into each bottle. Place 
the tube C, or an india-rubber tube leading from it, in your 
mouth. When you suck at the tube, air 15 drawn in through the 
glass tube which dips into the lime-water in the bottle A. 
When, however, vou blow instead of sucking, your breath passes 
out through the tube which dips into the hme-watcr in the bottle 
B. Notice that the lime-water in A lemains almost clear, but 
that in B is rendered milky by the air you breathe out. You thus 
see that fresh air has little effect upon lime-water, but breathed 
air quickly turns clear lime-water milky' * " " - 

v. Oxygen produced by action of plants.— Take a bunch of fresh 
watercress, water crowfoot, or any aquatic plant, and put it into 
a beaker, or glass jai, completely filled with, water saturated 
with oxide of carbon. Cover the plants with a funnel nearly 
as wide as the jar, as shown in Fig. 69. Fill a test-tube 
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" with water, and invert it over the funnel. If properly managed 
there should at first be no gas in the test-tube. Place the jar in 
bright sunlight for an hour or two, and then examine it. you 
will notice bubbles of a gas have collected at the top of the tube. 
Test the gas with a glowmg_ splinter . ofwogd, — ItjsJound to be 

oxygen'# , . 

Plants in sunlight andj n darimess ^Repeat the last 


experiment, but, instead of putting the bottle in bright sunligh , 
place it in the dark. Observ e that in such circumstances jo 
bubblesjof-oxygen are formed.- 


Oxide of ca rbon for med by b urning a candle.^The lime- 
water test for oxide of carbon is a very convenient one, and 
by its means we are enabled to detect with ease the presence 
of this gas. We find that if a taper, a piece of wood, coal- 
gas, or oil, etc., bu ms in an enclosed s pace ^Qxide_o_f .carbon 


1 A suitable form of apparatus for demonstrating to a class the fact that 
plants evolve oxygen, is the following (which appeared as an abstract in 
The School World ) : A receiver holding two or three litres is employed, 



and into this a considerable quantity of an aquatic plant is introduced 
(Fig. 70 A). The water is thoroughly charged with oxide of carbon, and 
the plants are then exposed to the sunlight. Little streams of gas are 
seen to pass upward from various points, and when sufficient gas has 
collected at the top of the flask, the latter is immersed in a tank of 
water in a horizontal position in such a manner that the gas is directly 
under the opening (Fig, 70 B). On turning the stop-cock and applying a 
splinter of wood with a "spark on the end of it, the gas will be found to 
be oxygen. 
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is, produced, for lime-water-is soon .tinned, milky .if shaken 
up in-the jar in which the burning takes place. 

Oxide of carbon given off in breathing. — If a person 
blows with the mouth into clear lime-water, the lime-water 
is turned milky. This is another important fact. It is 
clear that oxide of carbon escapes from our lungs in breath- 
ing. And so it does from every animal. Not only, then, 
do all cases of ordinary burning cause the addition of 
oxide of carbon to the air, but also every act of breathing. 
It does not matter how small the animal is, all the time it is 
alive it is continually adding to the atmosphere a certain 
amount of this gas, the presence of which can be detected 
by its action in causing turbidity in clear lime-water. 

Oxide of carbon in the atmosphere.— It is clear that inas- 
much as all animals are continually pouring into the atmo- 
sphere a quantity of the oxide of carbon, their action being 
supplemented by coal fires, the burning of oil, gas, etc., the 
atmosphere must contain a quantity of this gas. That this is 
so is seen by Expts. 59, ii., iii. ; air drawn through lime-water 
slowly causes milkincss, whilst when exposed to the air in 
a shallow vessel (so as to expose a large surface) lime-water 
soon becomes coated with a film of chalk. The quantity of 
oxide of carbon in the air is, however, very small propor- 
tionally, about 0-03 per cent, or 3 partsin 10,000. This 
appears surprising when the enormous number of agencies 
by which it is produced is considered. 

Action of plants.— One reason why there is never very 
much oxide of carbon in the air out of doors is because 
there are agencies continuously at work getting rid of this 
gas. The chief purifying agent is the gjeen parts of plants 
which occur everywhere. ' 

When fresh watercress is put into a bo/tle completely full 
of water containing oxide of carbon in solution, and the 
bottle is inverted in a basin of water without allowing air to 
get into the bottle, it is found that, when the bottle and its 
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contents are exposed to bright sunlight, bubbles of gas 
collect at the top of the bottle. These bubbles, when tested, 
are found to be pure oxygen. If, however, the bottle with 
the cress in it is kept in the dark, no bubbles or oxygen 
collect. Or, if a bottle of water in which oxide of carbon 
is dissolved be put in the sun, without any watercress, no 
oxygen collects in the top of the bottle. 

In other words, two things are necessary for the formation 
of the bubbles of oxygen collected from the green plants as 
described. They are (1) the green yegetation, ,(2) the, sun- 
light. The same conditions have been found always to hold 
true, thus proving that green plants injhe j>resence m of bright 
sunlight have the power of turning oxygen out ofjtxide o f jar - 
bon . , Theyjceep...the .carbon. for themselves, .and _ it helps 
them to srowA 

The balance of jnature. — The wonderful relation between 
animals and plants in regard to their action upon the air, is 
a beautiful example of the way in which nature provides for 
one class of its creatures even out of the refuse of another. 
Animals by their breathing are continually using up the 
oxygen and returning to the atmosphere the compound 
oxide of carbon — a gas which is fatal to animal life. On 
the other hand, plants take in the oxide of carbon, and, in 
the presence of sunlight, the green material in their leaves 
can split up the gas into the two simpler substances of 
which it is built, namely, carbon and oxygen. The carbon 
the plants keep for themselves, the oxygen they do not 
use, and return to the atmosphere again. In this way 
plants help to keep the atmosphere in a suitable condition 
for the healthy life of animals. 

It must not be thought, however, that this is the only 
action of plants and that they do not require any oxygen. 
They also, like animals, require oxygen, but their action in 
this respect is more than compensated in sunlight by their 
decomposition of the oxide of carbon. 
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QUESTIONS ON CHAP. XIII. 

1. Give a brief account of the part played by carbon dioxide in the 
economy of nature. 

2. By what means would you prove the presence of carf>on dioxide 
in atmospheric air and expired air? 

3. If two bottle* were gi\en you, m one of which phosphorus had 
been burnt, and in the other a candle, how could you decide which 
bottle was used for the phosphorus ? 

4. Describe a series of experiments you would make to illustrate the 
differences in the composition of ordinary air, dissolved air, and expired 


CHAPTER XIV. 


COMPOSITION OF OXIDE OF CARBON. 

60. EXPERIMENTAL DETERMINATION. 

i. Passing oxygenj)ver k a_weighed^ amount.of carbon. — Place a 
convei^nFarn^^ charcoal 1 ina'wiae, hard glass tube fitted 
with smaller tubes passing through india-rubber stoppers. It is 
convenient to place also loose plugs of asbestos between the 
charcoal and the stoppers. Weigh the tube with its stoppers 
and contents. Arrange three U -tubes as shown ; the first cor 



taining calcium chloride or sulphuric acid (to dry the gas) the 
second a strong solution of caustic soda, and the third lumps 
of the size of a pea of the same compound. Weigh the two last 
U-tubes with their contents and fittings. Join the appaiatus as 
shown in Fig. 71.' Heat the charcoal in the hard glass tube to 
redness, and pass dry oxygen over it from a gas-holder previously 

1 Charcoal employed in quantitative work must always be strongly 
heated beforehand, as it almost always contains a considerable quantity 
of moisture. 
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filled with oxygen. After the experiment has gone on for ten 
minutes, disconnect from the oxygen supply, and remove the 
burners. Disconnect the apparatus, and again weigh the U- 
tubes. When the hard glass tube is cool, weigh it again also. 
Notice that the U-tubes are heavier, whilst the hard glass tube 
and its contents weigh less than before. Calculate the quantity 
of oxide of carbon produced from one gram of charcoal. ^ For 
every gram of charcoal used up, it will be found that 33 gratns~“ 
of oxide "of carbon are absorbed by the caustic soda. ' 

iircqmjjosition of oxide of carbon, second'inethod.— (a) Weigh a 
small crucible, place in it a few piccesof charcoal which have 
been previous!} thoroughly heated to drive off any moistute 
they contain. Obtain thus the weight of the charcoal. Heat 
the crucible strongly until the charcoal has completely burnt 
away, Icaung only a white ash in the crucible. Weigh the 
crucible and ash, and by subtracting the weight of the crucible 
find the weight of the ash. Calculate the percentage of ash in 
the charcoal. 

(/') Weigh a hard glass tube containing a quantity of powdered 
oxide of lead, t.e \ litharge, and add to it some of the charcoal 
employed above, but in the powdered form, (the weight should 
only be about one hundredth of that of the oxide of lead). 
Weigh the tube again and so obtain the weight of the charcoal. 
Thoroughly mix the two powdcis in the tube, taking care, 
however, to lose none, and then heat strongly for some time. 
The tube will be found to weigh less than before. The loss 
is the oxide of carbon, formed from the carbon and the oxygen 
of the oxide of lead. Calculate the oxide of carbon formed 
from one gram of carbon, taking care to allow* for the ash, thus : 

Weight of tube, lead oxide, and charcoal, 79*895 gms. 

Weight of tube and lead oxide, - - 79*784 gms. 


Weight of charcoal ... otii gm. 
Percentage of ash previously found, - = S’3 per cent. 

Pure carbon, = 0*1 11 x *917 gm. 

=0*102 gm. 

Weight of tube, lead oxide, and charcoal, - —79*895 gms. 

si i> n „ after heating, =79*522 gms. 

Weight of oxide of carbon evolved, - 0*373 gm. 


o*io 2 gm. carbon forms 0*373 gm. oxide of carbon. 
1 gm. carbon „ gms. „ 

=3-66 gms. 
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Composition o f-ond e of carbo n. — We may now consider 
how the quantity of oxygen and carbon present in oxide of 
carbon can be determined. To do this we must find the 
weights of two of these three substances, (1) carbo n, (2) 
oxygen . ( 1 ) oxide of carbon . The weights most easy to obtain 
are those of the carbon and the oxide of carbon ; the weigh- 
ing of the carbon offers no difficulties, but to find the weight 
of the oxide of carbon it will be necessary to absorb it by 
some suitable substance. The most convenient is the sub- 
stance known as caustic soda, a strong solution of which 
rapidly absorbs the gas. If, therefore, oxygen be dried and 
passed, in a gentle current, over charcoal sfrongly heated in a 
hard glass tube, oxide of carbon will be produced, and can 
be absorbed in U-tubes containing caustic soda. It will be 
found that the tube of carbon loses in weight, the loss being 
the quantity of carbon which has been burnt ; the U-tubes, 
however, gain in weight, the gain being the quantity of 
oxide of carbon produced. The following in an example 
of such an experiment. 

Weight of tube of carbon before experiment, =35*672 gtns. 

Weight of tube of carbon after experiment, =35 '438 gms. 


Loss = carbon burnt, 


= 0-234 gm. 


Weight of U-tubes after experiment, - =42-970 gms. 
Weight of U-tubes before experiment, - =42-1 14 gms. 


Gain = oxide of carbon, 


— 0*856 gm. 


0*234 gm. of carbon forms 0*856 gm. oxide of carbon. 
1 gm 

8 ” ” 0234 ” » ” 

=3*66 gms. 


The determination may also be made by heating a. known 
weig ht of car bon with som e joxide which can give up. 
ox ygen to the carbon — lead., oxide will^ serve the .purpose. 
If this is done, then the total loss of weight is the weight- of 
the oxid e of ca rbon .which has been evolved. 



INTRODUCTORY CHEMISTRY 


IS» 


Care must be. .taken, however, to allow for the ash which 
is always contained in .ordinary pieces of charcoal, and the 
quantity, of. ashjnust be 'found. by means of a preliminary 
experiments This having been done the results are obtained 
in the manner shown in Expt 60, ii. 

It is hence found that x gram of carbon Jforrns 3*66 grams 
of oxide, of carboni We have already found that 1 gram of 
chalkco.ntains. o'44 gram of oxide of carbon j this, therefore, 

is made up of - gin. of carbon and the remainder 
- * 3* 66 ’ 

oxygen.,* This will be found to yield o;i2 gram carbon and 
o'32 gram oxygen, so that we now know. 1 gram of chalk is* 
composed of.q'56_gram of lime, o' 12 gratia^ of carbon, and 
°.!3 2 gram oxygen , 


Oxide of carbon. contains its own volume of oxygen. — It 
has been found that 1 litre .of oxide ..of carbon .weighs 
iy 8 grams (p 14 1), and it is now known that of this 

The weight of oxygen 


- * is carbon andL^. is oxygen 
366 3*66 Ja 


in one litre of oxide of carbon is therefore x gms. 

r 3-66 0 

that is i*44 gms. But this has been previously found to be 
the weight- of-i-litre-of. oxygen. It hence, appears that one 
litre of oxide of carbon contains one litre of oxygen, in 
other words, .oxide __of carbon contains its own volume 
of oxygen... .'.There is, therefore, no change in volume when 
carbon burns in oxygen, the oxide of carbon produced 
occupying the same volume as the oxygen from which it 
was produced. 

(This last statement may be readily verified experiment- 
ally, and it affords a good practical exercise for the student 
to devise apparatus and carry out the experiment.) 

Elements_and_pompounds. — It will probably have been 
noticed at this stage that'a number of substances have been 
examined which have been altered or. changed into new 
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substances by the action, .of .acids. or_of heat. Thus, by 
heating~we have obtained lead oxide from lead, copper 
oxide from copper, potassium chloride and oxygen from 
potassium chlorate, oxide of carbon from carbon, lime and 
oxide of carbon from chalk, etc. Now if these changes are 
examined it will be found that they may be divided into two 
classes. 

First, those in which a n ew_ product is formed which 
weighs more than j hejjrigin a], so that the original subst ance 
has combined with_s Q me other substance to produ ce Jthe 
new compound — such a pro ces s is a ^ combiiiation. ( 

In the second class of.reaction the substance _ has yielded 
two or more products each weighing less than the original, 
the process has been one o f decomposi tion. 

Now some of the substances examined have never been 
found to undergo the second class of change. Thus, from 
copper we cannot get two. or more products each weighing 
less than the original copper, and together making up the 
weight of the copper, as we did in the case of chalk. 
Similarly in the case of zinc — the zinc oxide obtained by 
heating zinc in air, the zinc sulphate obtained by the action 
of sulphuric acid on the metal, etc , all weigh more than the 
original zinc. Suc h substances which cannot be d ecom - 
posed into. ..t wo or more simpler, substances^re— termed 
Thus, zinc, lead, copper, tin, mercury, oxygen, 
hydrogen, carbon, iron, nitrogen are all regarded as elements’. 
Should at any time some chemist succeed in decomposing 
one of these elements into two or more substances, then that 
so called element would no longer be regarded as such. Up 
to the present, however, none of those substances we regard 
as elements has been so decomposed. 

Substance which can be decomposed are called compo unds 
and examples which we have studied are oxide of carbo n!"" 
oxide of copper, ^nd. in fact all the substances known as 
Prides,, potassium .chlorate, cha lk, etc. 
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Such compounds may be divided into classes — thus _all 
thosejnrhich consist of oxygen united with another element 
are. ter med oxides, and all substances which. resemble chalk 
in containing.oxide .of carbon united with another substance, 
the analogue of the lime, and give off this oxide of carbon 
when treated with an acid are termed c mbonafes . Some of 

— - ,»*<*»*» * ■«•**•» -a— 

these carbonates should next be examined. 

QUESTIONS ON CIIAP. XIV. 

1. What is the weight of oxygen contained in 20 litres of oxide of 
carbon ? 

2. Calculate the volume and weight of oxide of carbon produced by 
the combustion of 5 grams of carbon. 

3. What (1) weight (2} \ ohmic of oxygen is necessary for the 
complete combustion of 15 grams of carbon? 

4. Calculate the weight of carbon present in 1 cut. of chalk. 

5. Explain clearly the meaning of the terms, Element and Compound. 
Why would you consider chalk to be a compound, but zinc an clement? 

What reasons have jou for stating that oxide of carlxm contains Us 
own volume of oxygen? Dense a method for testing this statement 
experimentally. 

7. Assuming that the carbon used in question 3, contained 9*4 per 
cent, of ash, what volume of oxygen would then lie necessary ? 

S. Calculate the percentage composition of oxide of carbon. 



CHAPTER XV. 


CARBONATES. 

61. EXAMINATION OP TYPICAL CARBONATES. 

i. So dimn ca rbonate^ soda crystals, or washing soda. — (a) Examine 
carefully according to the scheme on~p/73 3 some washing, soda 
crystals. Observe that when heated the crystals give off water 
of ^crystallisation and form” a white powder. " Try the effect of 
acids on the crystals and oh ,this white powder. Observe the 
effervescence^ and test by means of lime-water the gas evolved. 
Observe that this gas is oxide" of carbon, ancfthe substancelis 
therefore a carbonate.* 

* \S) Heat the white powder strongly and again test with acid. 
Observe that the gas is still evolved and, therefore, has not been 
dri ven off by the heating. ] 

ii. Coppe r carb onate. — (a) Examine according to the scheme on 
p. 13. Note very ^carefully, the_action of heat, .and. test . with 
lime-water, the. T gas. evolved. Observe that the same gas is 
evolved when the substance is treated.. with amacidJ 

(£) Examine carefully, the black ^powder left after heating. It 
dissolves in acid without. efferyescence,-the oxide of carbon .has. 
therefore been driven cff by.heat* 

(c) Compare it with otheF'black powders you know of, as for 
example soot,, oxide of popper, m angan ese_dioxi de, observing 
carefully the. action^of acids 6h~each. Satisfy yourself that 
the black powd er is oxide of copper!] 

iff. L ead car ponate.— Examine lead carbonate in precisely the 
same manner as theTopper carbonate. Compare carefully with 
oxidepf IeadXlitharge) the product left on^heatmg j The effect of 
strongly heating is ^'"characteristic that no doubt as to the 
identity of the two will remain. 

J.c. L 
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iv. ,Zino-(^bqnate f ~(^) Examine as before. Note veiy care- 
fully that the substance leftafter heating is yellowjwhen^hot, but 
beogmesjvhi^ again j)nj:oohng. This was found (p. 31) to be 
characteristic ofoxidejrfjzm c: ~ 

(£) Compare, therefore, this product with oxide of zinc, noticing 
the action of .both on, moistened litmus paper,— it is distinctly 
.alkaline. Compare the action of sulphuric and hydrochloiic 
acid on both. > 


Composition of other carbonates. — All carbonates.dojnot 
decompose on heating. ‘ 'Thus, the ordinary soda crystals, or 
washing soda,. may be readily proved to be a carbonate as 
they give off oxide of carbon copiously when treated with an 
acid.A These crystals contain water of crystallisation which 
is given off „ when J:he crystals are heated, and a white 
pmvder ^remains 1 . It might be thought that this would be 
the analogue of lime, but treatment with an acid shows that 
this is not the case, and that the white powder still contains 
the oxide ^.of carbon, the only thing driven off by heat 
from the crystals being the water. ‘ {The white powder left is 
the dry, or anhydrous^ sodium caibonate". 


Copper carbonate {is a jjreen, powder v which is insoluble 
in ymterjj In acids, however, it dissolves very readily with a 
copious ^evolution .of oxide of carbon and the production .of 
blue or green liquids. When heated, copper carbonate loses 
oxide of carbon, doing so far more readily than chalk in 
similar_c;rcumstances,, and leaves behind a black powder. 
This black powder may be readily proved to be oxide of 
copper s by ^comparison with some of the latter compound. 

LCopper carbonate, therefore, consists of oxide of carbon and 
oxide bTcopper/} 

Lead carbonate is a white Jnsoluble powder which, like 
copperlcarbonate, gives ofT oxide" of carbon * when treated 
with an a cid.) When acted upon by either sulphuric or 
hydrochloric^ _acid, however, the other product formed is 
almost insoluble in cold water, and the lead carbonate 
appears therefore to remain undissolved. 1 , On heating, lead 
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carbonate also^readily. decomposes, with the. evolution, of 
o xide" oFTarbon, while litha rge, jor oxide , of .lead, remains. 
Thisjitharge_is..readily. recognised by fusing, when^ heated, 
to a dark brow n liq uid, _which_on ...cooling changes to a 
bright. yellow, glassy -solidrj (head carbonate, therefore con- 
sists of oxid e of carbon and oxide of lead! 

"Zihc^car bonate is. ..als o a white , insoluble , solid which 
re adily dissolve ~ in a ci ds~wTth'"T helevblution of . oxide. of 
carbon. J On heating, Jt.Joses,oxide ..of^carbon and l eaves a 
solid which is readily recognised as oxide ^of zincj This, 
li ke lime , . is alk ali ne and tu rns moistened red. litmus^ paper 
a_bl ue co lour . ~!zinc ..carbonate is, ..therefore, composed of 
oxide of carbon and oxide of zinc? 

f Lime is a metallic oxideJ— A number of carbonates have 
now been examined; in their general behaviour they re- 
semble chalk and one another. Tb.ey..alLgive_off oxide of 
carbon when treate d wi th an acid, .and those, .which _ are 
decompoFedTSy heat also give off the oxide of carbon when 


heated. ^ Wh ere t he product left on. heating . can, .be re-, 
co gnised, it is found i n each case to be a .metallic joxide 
Thus, copper oxide, lead oxide, and zinc oxide have been 
obtained by heating the carbonates examined. Now, as 
chalk in similar circumstances loses oxide of carbon and 
leaves. lim^Jveare_fprced to the_ conclusion that lime also is 
a metallic jaxide. This is supported by the fact that lime is 
..alk aline, as the other alkaline^ compou nds jexamined^-for 
example, oxide o f sodiu m, oxide of magnesium, and oxide of 
z ' n ?JTA re . also ^metallic oxides . . Th e metal contained in 
lime is termed calcium, and although iime is so~pientifuf, 
yet it is so difficult to decompose it, that the metal itself is 
very expensive. We can now write : 


Ch alk cojisists q f oxide o f carbon and the oxide of a metal. , 

The metal has been named calcium, and chalk may.hence 
be termedi calcium carbonate. 4 

'x ^ *»** 
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QUESTIONS ON CHAP. XV. 

X. What is the chemical nature of chalk and lime? How could you 
obtain lime from chalk and vice versa ? 

2. What are carbonates? In what respects do all carbonates 
resemble chalk and one another? In what respects do they differ? 

3. What reasons have you for believing that lime is an oxide of 
a metal ? 

4. Describe the effect of heat on copper carbonate and on lead 
carbonate. 




CHAPTER XVI. 


COAL GAS, AND THE BUNSEN BURNER. 

The student will now be better able to understand the 
Bunsen burner which he has been using so frequently during 
his studies. To do so it is necessary that the gas itself, coal 
gas, should be studied also. 

62. COAL GAS. 

i. Distillatio n ,of„coaL — Heat some coal dust in a hard glass 
tube to which an india-rubber 
stopper and delivery tube are 
attached. After a time apply .a 
ligh ted t aperjtp Ithe^enc L of th e 
defivei^tube, aiidsatisfj^ yourself 
that a^nflammable.gas^islgiven 
ofL~^ 

ii. Coalgasns lighter-thaa air. — 

Show, as in Expts. 45, ii., iii., that 
coal gas escapes from a cylinder 
held mouth upwards. Itis lighter 
than air’ 

iii. Coal gas is-tnsoluble in water. 

— ^ m iert a .cylinder ^ of ^ coal „gas 
over water, and, observe, ihat ,the 
'S^F_d°es^not j*ise.' Closing the 
end of* the "jar Tightly by the 
hand, shake well with a little 
water and again place over 
water. Observe that the water 
does_not rise in .the jar ;_ihe gas is therefore insoluble. 

,. 233 A e ^Lc^^on produced by the combustion, .ofjsoal gak — By 
means of a bent glass tube and a piece of india-rubber tubing 
attached to the gas supply, as shown in Fig. 72, allow a small 


Fig. 72* — Apparatus for combustion 
of coal gas in a cylinder. 
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jet to burn in a^C} Under. Notice the formation of drops of 
liquid' on the sides of the cylinder. Remove the gas jet. Add 
a little clear lime-water^ and shake it up and down the cylinder. 
The lime-water is turned milky, showing the. presence of oxide 
of carbon. 

v. Water produced toy combustion of coal gas — Allow a gas jet to 
burn for some time under a retort kept cool by a stream of water 
exactly as in Expt. 46, i. Collect tlm liquid produced, and 
as in Expt. 46, ii., prove that this liquid, which may require 
filtering, is water. 



Coal gas. — Coal gas Js produced by distilling coal in 
large iron retorts. Other products, such as tar,, alsp. result, 
but these are separated from the gas, which, after purification 
from_certain undesirable constituents, is passed into large 
receivers, jthe gasometers, from which it can be used as 
required (Fig. 73 ) It is an .invisible gas with a well-known 
odour.\ It is , considerably lighter than air, but. still much 
heavier than ^hydrogen. When it burns, oxide. of carbon js. 
produced,- which. may _be detected by Jts_ action _on lime 
water, while- water is also ^formed. / It is evident, therefore, 
that the coal gas^must contain carbon and hydrogen . These 
are indeed, its chief constituents as it consists chiefly of 
compounds termed Jiydrocarbo?ts which^ contain only carbon 
and hydrogen. 
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63. FLAME AND ILLUMINATION*. 

L k candle flame. — Examine the flame of a candle ; notice that 
it is divisibie into three weII-marked_zones. ^ Outside js_a_dark 
yellow layer ; nQS&SidHle^alJiighlvJluipinous^lave r can b e 
madeLouk; the inte.rioiL. pf the flam e ..constgtsJifL^ hkn^h jp_ arf 
whiGh-gi^res^xtyJitde .lights 

ii. The na ture ^f^he^tliree^zonesj— (^) Take a short piece of 
glass tubing, about the thickness of a pencil, and open at both 
ends, arrange-iLso-that*one*end'is'in' , the-inner blue zone, while 
the. tube itself slants, away froiTL_the flame (Fig. 74). Apply a 
lighted match to the end of the tube away from the candle ; 
observe that a gas which 
catches fire is issuing from 
the tube. In other words, 
the^inner^zone^of-a . candle 
flam e js mad e, up_of jqnbumt 
combustible ^gases.* 

{&) Lower^agoi ecgjof^coM, 
thick, whitejriotep aper on to 
the flame j after it has been 
there a~second or two, raise 
it and examinjejhe^jjng, of 

soot,r 5 vKi 3 das .jDeen de- 

posfled._ Round jhejing of 
lampblack is a^second^nng. 
where die. paper is, slightly 
charred. Repeat the experi- 
ment J>ringing7 the. piece^of 
paper^ into, the. flame, from 
the side,, about. hal£^way^ ug^ 
the jnner bluish zone ; the 
results. 7 ithus obtained are perhaps more, satisfactory. These 
results are explained' by the * presence of^ incandescent par- 
tides^fr carbon ^^theJigHyllurninous.zoner' * The'ringof 
charring is caused by the outside layer, where the combustion 
of the vapours from the candle is complete. Place also a piece 
of glass tubing in the flame and note the deposit of soot on it. 

in. A j^sj|ame.— Examine a gas flame. Three zones similar 
to those in the candle flame can be made out. Using a piece 
of glass tubing as before, lead some of the unbumt gases in the 
centre of the flame outside, and ignite them at the end of the 
tube. Prove the presence of ^particles of carbon in the. middle 
zone by lowering a cold white plate upon the flame. Examine 
the deposit of'soot 
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iv. Result^of Jowering the^temporatwre of flames. — (a) Make a 
short coil of stouT'copper . wi re, {-inch internal diameter, .Pass 
it oyer -the wick-of a lighted candle without touching the wick. 
The^candle is extinguished. ' This istlue to the'cooling* effect of 
the wire,' which conducts away the heat. 

< b ) Turn on but do not light, a gas-jet Hold over it a piece 
of fine wire gauze and apply a light above the gauze. Notice 
that the flame does not strike tlnough. Vary the experiment by 
lowering a piece of cold wire gauze upon an ordinary Bunsen 
flame. 


v. Th e B unsen ^burner. — (a) Examine a Bunsen burner, or, as 
it is often called, a laboratory burner. Compare its parts with 

Fig. 75. The metal tube, T, 
pF screws out, and reveals a small 

if ; jet, J, through which the coal 

| gas is supplied. One or two 

I ; holes, A, can be closed by rotat- 

|>! T ing the movable cylinder which 

Jji] fits round a slightly smaller fixed 

tube. Screw in the tube, T, 
|b open the holes, A, and connect 

tne burner with the gas supply 
by means of a suitable length of 
J india-rubber tubing. Turn on 

and light the gas. An almost 
colourless flame is obtained. It 
* s a mixturc °f coal-gas and air 
which is burning. Close the 
holes, A, the flame immediately 
becomes luminous. 

( 6 ) Again obtain a non-Iumin- 

Fig 75 —A Bunsen burner. 0US flame »* \ 0W '9' a . «**/ whit <? 

evaporating basm into it, and 
observe there is no deposit of carbon.^Close the holes, A, and 
lower the cokTBasm into the luminous flame you have now got ; 
there is an abundant supply of soot/ 

(c) Blow some dust through the non-luminous flame of a 
Bunsen flame, and observe that it at once becomes much 
brighter. This can be readtly done by placing some dust or 
any fine powder in a piece of glass tubing and then blowing it 
into the flame. There is a connection between the: incandescent 
particles in a-flamcTandj^ts^brightness.J " 


The, candle flame. — To^obtain a candle flame, the wax of 
the candle has first to be melted ; it then soaks the wick 
and is, converted -into vapours, which, .like coal gas, 
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consist of carbon, .and ^hydrogen. These vapours .bum to 
produce the, flame. 

The flame .thus jyoduced is not_as. simple, as is first 
imagined.. It consists of three zones, _each^ having its .own 
particular characters. In the centre, of the flame.is a. bluish 
cone of unburnt vapours, just as theyjwere obtained by the 
vaporisation jof .the liquid wax. Outside thjs is the layer of 
the flame to which, all. its brightnesses .due ; it is_ impreg- 
nated by particles of .carbon, which the heat of -combustion 
has ma de incandescent This can be easily proved by 
lowenng on to the flame any cold white surface, when the 
particles of_soot are at once deposited. In this p art of 
the J lame t here Js. not snffi dent_pxygen to combine with a ll 
the , carbon, so that s om e remains unbumt . The part of the 
flame which. adjoins. the.airJsJkno.wn.as the zone of complete 
combustion^ this, layer. js _not highly luminous, but it has 
the highest-temperature-oLany-part_oILthfi_flame^. Here the 
whole of the„unbumt ..carb.on_unite s with oxygen an d is 
converted-int o-ox ide-.o f.carbon l 

It must now be explained what, from the point of view of 
the chemist, a flame really is. Wh en two substances uni te 
to. f orm a new compound, heat is g eneral ly produced, and 
this-, heat may be sufficient to _raise_the..te mnerature o f. the 
substances_an_ d of the products of their.combu stion to su ch a 
degree that_they_bec.ome_luminpus^ If, as in the case of 
the candle, gases are present among the products of com- 
bustion, they become luminous and pass away as flames. 
It may, in consequence, be stated thatllames jire ga ses ,pro- 
duc ed by combustio n, which have h ad their iemperafjtres 
raised- so.tauch_Jhat they have, iecome.selfzluini nous) 

If by any means the temperature is lowered, the flame is 
extinguished. The truth of this statement is at once demon- 
strated by lowering a cold coil of copper wire on to a candle 
flame without touching the wick, when the flame is put out. 
Or, the same thing can be demonstrated by lowering a piece of 
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cold wire gauze on to a non-luminous flame, such as that of 
a laboratory burner. In this case no flame appears above 
the gauze, because. the heat is. conducted away by the wire, 
and the- temperature -is thus lowered .to. such a degree that 
flame is impossible 1 . 

A gas flame. — The only important difference between a 
gas' flame and that of a candle is that in the former the 
combustible compounds , are already jn tlmstate of vapours, 
and have not to be converted into, vapour by the heat of the 
flame. The same zones, however,. may.be made out in the 
flame; 

Bunsen burner. — In the Bunsen burner there is a simple 
arrangement by which air is allowed to mix with the gas 
before the combustion. The result of this is that there is 
sufficient oxygen for the whole of the carbon of the com- 
ponents of the gas to be converted into oxide of carbon, and 
the luminous portion of the flame, which consisted of 
unburnt carbon, in consequence disappears. The flame 
becomes non-luminous, but, owing to the more complete 
combustion the temperature of the flame is much higher 
than that of the gas flame which is used for purposes of 
illumination. 


QUESTIONS ON CHAP. XVI. 

1. What does coal-gas consist of? What products are formed 
by its combustion, and how would you endeavour to prove your 
answer experimentally? 

2. Write a little essay on “ the burning of a candle.” 

3. Describe a Bunsen burner and the precautions that should be 
taken in using it. 

4. Describe an experiment showing that water and carbon dioxide 
are formed in the combustion of a candle or of a gas jet. How can 
otdmary coahgas be made to burn with a non-luminous flame ? 

5. Give the names of four common combustible substances. Explain 
as fully as possible what takes place when a gas jet is lighted. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


THE EXAMINATION OF SALT AND NITRE. 

64 . SALT AND SALT GAS. 

i. Action of strong siilphiiric add-on salt. — (a) Place a little salt 
in a test-tube, and add toilsome strong sulphuric acid ; warm 
slightly. Obseiye ^that^ a_ gas_ is jevolved .which possesses a 
powerful, pungent odour, anil forms P white fumes in the air, 
although it appears colourless in the tube itself.' 



. W Plunge ^JightedJtaper r in_the-gas-andjiotice.thatthe.flame 
is extinguished.j P]ac^^pxece_oLmoist,JblueJitmus-papei^at 
the mouth of. 9 ie.tube, and observe Jthat.it jsJunied.red^ 
ii. Preparation, .of^salt gas, — Fit up the apparatus shown in 
Fig. 76. ^ Remove the india-rubber stopper of the flask and 
place in it a small quantity of rock salt in small pieces, or some 
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thoroughly dried common salt. Pour some strong sulphuric 
acid into the wash-bottle shown in the middle of the illustration. 
Re-insert the india-rubber stopper into the flask and pour down 
the acid funnel enough of a mixture 1 of strong sulphuric acid 
and water to cover the salt in the flask. Gently warm the flask. 
Collect jars of the gas which is evolved (after it has bubbled 
through the strong sulphuric acid in the wash-bottle and so 
become freed from w-atcr vapour) in gas jars, by downward dis- 
placement in the way the illustration makes clear. When each 
gas cylinder is full (this is probably the case when a blue litmus 
paper held just below the top of the outside of the cylinder is 
turned red), cover it w r ith a ground glass plate, with the ground 
side underneath. As the cylinders are filled set them on one 
side for examination as presently described. Collect four jars of 
gas in this way. 

iii. Properties of salt gas.— (a) Raise the glass plate from the 
first jarlancl'plunge'' alighted taper into the gas. The flame is 
extinguished and the gas does not bum. Quickly replace the 
glass plate. 

(&) Into the same jar drop a piece of moistened, blue litmus 
paper and replace the glass plate. The paper is turned red 
showing the gas has acid properties. Notice carefully that the 
paper is not bleached. 

(r) Observe the fumes which the gas forms with the air w'hen 
the glass plate is removed from a cylinder full of the gas. This 
is due to the %ery strong power of absorbing moisture possessed 
by the 1 salt gas. 7 ' ~ 

(d) Firmly pressing the glass plate, invert a cylinder fall of 
the gas and place it upside down in a basin of water. Remove 
the plate when it is under water, and notice that w’ater rushes up 
and completely fills the jar. If it does not completely fill the 
jar, it shows that the air in the jar was not altogether displaced 
by the gas when you should have filled it. 

iv. Solution of salt gas in water. — Modify the apparatus shown 
in Fig. 76. Remove the gas cylinder "and the delivery tube 
which dips into it Pour out the sulphuric acid from the w*ash- 
bottle^ thoroughly wash the bottle and half fill it w’ith water. If 
there is still enough salt and sulphuric acid in the flask, again 
warm it gently and allow the evolved gas to bubble into the 
water. Notice that itjs completely dissolved. 

v. Salt gas solution is hydrochloric acid. — (a) Pou r a litt le 

1 One part of acid and one of water are convenient proportions. Be 
careful gradually to t pourthe.acidJntoahewater andnot the water into 
the acid when mixing them /keeping the’nuxt‘ur?w ell stirredthroughout 
the process. 
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causti^soda^oludoziJntcLanjBvaporatliig basin, and~add J aat 
some-of~lhe^salt_gas solutionlHiffiJ^^eMiquid becomes acid. 
Evaporate the solution To^dr>mess and taste the white solid 
which results, observing by the taste that it is ordinary salt. 

(b) Repeat the experiment using hydrochloric acid instead of . 
the salt gas solution, and note that salt again results. 



vi. {a) Hydrochloric acid gas contains hydrogen. — In the flask .4 
(Fig. 77 ) place some salt an id jstroiig' s ulphu ric acid.. Pass the salt 
gas, or hydro3iloric acid "gas, as welanliow'cafl it, so obtained 
over heated copper oxide in the hard glass tube BC. Observe 
that water cohects jnjhejgst-tube D, andjhat the copper oxide 
is converted into a green suBstahceT ExarairieThls green sub- 
stance and see that it ^s^gyy^ofif^salt gas /when jacfecT upon 
t>y sulph unc acid. As water' is^formeS the salt gas must evidently 
contain hydrogen.^ ~ ~ 

(b) Collect^ajtube of hydrochloric acid gas over mercury, and 
quickly introduce" into it a piece pf dean sodium. ~ Allow It to 
stand, and observe that. the. volume of the gas^becomes ulti- 
mately reduced to one-half the original volume (correctionTjerng 
made. for. the .difference in pressure), while further, the sodium 
gets covered with.a.white powder which you may satisfy yourself 
is salt Test the gas left with a lighted taper and see that it 
las the properties of hydrogen. 

(c) Repeat Expt. 6a, vL (a), but employing zincinstead of the 
3xide„of jcopper/and allowing the'Helivery tube to dip into a 
rough of water beneath an inverted test-tube of water. 
Observe that hydrogen collects in the test-tube. 
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Salt gas or hydrochloric acid gas. — When salt is acted on 
by strong sulphuric acid, a gas is evolved which possesses a 
strong, pungent odour, has acid properties and, though 
colourless itself, .forms white fumes when it enters the air. 
The fumes are more evident in moist air, as is seen by 
breathing over the mouth of the test-tube from which they 
are being evolved. The gas readily dissolves in water, and 
the solution constitutes the hydrochloric acid of commerce, 
as may be readily proved by performing the same tests with 
the solution of salt gas and with the ordinary hydrochloric 
acid of the laboratory. As an example of one such test it 
may be stated that both liquids when, treated with caustic 
soda form a solution of common salt The solution of 
salt gas was, because of its preparation from salt, originally 
known as “ Spirits of Salt.” Another common name given 
to it is Muriatic Acid. The salt gas itself is called hydro- 
chloric acid gas. It is colourless, will not allow things to 
burn in it, nor will it burn itself. As is seen by its action 
on blue litmus paper, it is strongly acid. It is heavier than 
air, and can consequently be collected by downward 
displacement 

Composition of hydrochloric acid.— You have already 
learnt that when the element copper is heated strongly in 
air it combines with the oxygen of the air to form a black 
compound called ^copper oxide, which compound is evidently 
entirely composed of copper and oxygen. 

Now, if hydrochloric acid gas is. passed over heated 
copper oxide, 'Which can be conveniently arranged in a tube, 
the black oxide is changed into a green substance, and water 
is formed at the same time. Moreover, if the jjreen sub- 
stance.be acted upon with strong sulphuric acid, hydrochloric 
acid -gas is. again formedj just as when salt is similarly 
treated. 

As water is formed, the hydrochloric acid gas passed over 
the heated copper oxide must evidently contain the hydro- 
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gen which is necessary for the formation of the water, for 
"copper oxide contains none. In fact, the simplest ex- 
pla nation of t he .experiment is_ that the hydrogen of the 
hydrochlo ric acid _.gas c ombi nes _wi th , jh e_ox3gen of th e 
c opper oxid e to f o rm w ater, while the copper combines with 
the other- constituent, pfjthe hydr och loric acid to form a 
green substance known as chloride, qf_cppper. 

When, metallic s odiu m_acts upon hydrochloric acid gas 
contained in a lube over mercury, it is found after a short 
time that the volume .oLthe gas is reduced to one-half. and 
that the gas left in t heJube is pure hydrogen. At the same 
time, th e sodium com bines , with the, other constituent of the 
hydrochlo ric acid gas to form a whitesolid,.which, proves on 
examination tq be cpmmon_salt.^ Zinc also, when heated, 
abstracts somethin g .from hydrochloric, acid, gas and hydro- 
.gen is liberated. 

We have thus found that from . hydrochloric ac id gas, 
sodiu m abstracts something and leaves one-half the, origina l 


v olum e _ of hydroge n. Hence, also, salt consists of sodium 

w ith somet hing, and this same ni 

material with hydrogen forms j 

hydrochloric acid gas. The name j^f - 'S' 

given to this material i s chlorine , S' 

and we shall now endeavour to a ft 

obtain this element from the jj 

hydrochloric acid gas. A \ J 


65. PREPARATION AND PRO- fc 

PERTIES OF CHLORINE. 1~T\ ' i 

i. Preparation of chlorine, — In a / il \ 1 II: 

fairly laxge^iIask^(Figr 78) put / \ ; j jl 

some_manganese dioxide (a black I \ 

powder, whicKals6'‘occurs ria f iirally 

m compact masses known as faro- KlG . ys.-Prepamtion^Lchlodne,^ 

lusife). Through the thistle funnel ~ 

“pour in sufficient hydrochloric^acid (/,r. the ^strong, acid jused 
m the laboratory) to gover the oxide and see that the end of 
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the thistle funnel is below the level of the acid. Observe that 
a dark, .greenish -brown. liquid. Jesuits. . Warm and observe the 
formation of a heavy, green gas which may be^ collected in 
the same manner as hydrochloric acid gas . 1 In this manner fill 
five jars, and dose each jar tightly with dry ground glass-plates. 

ii. Eleaching_power_of, chlorine. — In the first jar place some 
moist, "coloured -rags, ,or flowers, and observe the bleaching. 
Writing in ordinary ink may also be bleached, but printers* ink 
cannot be bleached. 

iii. A taper tens in chlorine. — Plunge a lighted taper in the 
secondf jar, and observe that the taper burns, but with the 
formation of clouds of soot, and observe that water shaken up 
in the jar becomes acid: 

iv. Turpentine burns in chlorine. — Moisten, a piece of filter 
paper with turpentine, fold It and place it in a jar of chlorine. 
Observe_the blackening and the final burst into flame, with the 
pioduction of clouds of soot and also white fumes. Shake up 
the fumes with water and observe that the solution is acid. 

v. Burning^ of phosphorus in chlorine. — Place in the Jar, by 
means of a deflagrating spoon, some burning phosphorus, and 
observe it continues to bum with the formation of white fumes. 

vi. Burning of sodium in chlorine. — Place Jn . the gas some 
burning sodium, and sec that it also bums with the formation of 
whjtc_ fumes." Dissolve these fumes in water, and see that a 

solution of salt Jesuits.'^ 

vnirsoluhUity 9f chlorine. — Pass the gas through water for a 
shoit time,* and observe that it is slightly soluble, the solution, 
known as chlorine water, smelling of the gas. 

Preparation of chlorine, — It has been found that hydro- 
chloric acid gas is a compound of hydrogen with some 
other constituent. To obtain this constituent free, we must 
evidently act upon the acid with something that will take 
away, or unite with, the hydrogen. Oxygen would im- 
mediately suggest itself if we could use it Copper oxide 
contains oxygen, and we have seen that this reacLs with 
hydrochloric acid, and that the oxygen unites with the 
hydrogen of the acid. The other constituent is not liberated, 
however, but unites with the copper to form a green powder 

1 The gas is best collected in the open air or in a draught cupboard, as 
the fumes are very irritating if breathed.' 
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(copper chloride). Some oxides, called peroxides^ contain 
what we may term an extra amount of oxygen, and if these 
act on the hydrochloric acid, the quantity of the required con- 
stituent liberated by the union of the oxygen (of the oxide) 
with the hydrogen (of the hydrochloric acid) is more than 
sufficient to combine with the metal originally united to the 
oxygen. Some of this constituent, or chlorine, is hence 
liberated in the free state and we may prepare it in this w'ay. 

The plan adopted is to heat gently a solution of hydro- 
chloric acid .gas in .water with black oxide of manganese, 
which is a^ peroxide, when chlorine is given off in large 
quantities jn the form of a greenish-yellow gas. . 

The method used., to -get chlorine from common salt is 
first to mix.it with black oxide .of manganese, and then to 
heat the .mixture .with, strong . sulphuric acid, when chlorine 
is evolved as in the previous case. This process is really 
the same as the previous one, except that instead of first 
preparing hydrochloric acid from common salt and strong 
sulphuric acid, and then acting upon it with black oxide of 
manganese, the two experiments are combined. The three 
materials are heated together, and the hydrochloric acid as 
it is formed is decomposed by the manganese dioxide which 
is present. 

Chlorine is heavier than the air and is .usually collected 
by downward displacement, though it is sometimes collected 
over a strong solution of salt, or over warm water. 

Prop ert ies.of .chlorine. — Chlorine is a gas with a greenish- 
yellow..colour, from which fact 1 it gets its name. It. has a 
disagreeable jsmell, , and the_.gas, if breathed, causes ^dis- 
tressing symptoms, which have been described as like those 
of an exaggerated cold in the head. The gas „is .soluble in 
water, and being heavier than air is usually collected by 
downward displacements Its .chief .characteristic, is .its 
power of bl.eaching moist, vegetable .colours.- What happens 

1 The Greek word %\wpbs (chloros), greenish-yellow. 

J.c. m 
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is that the chlorine ^combines with _the hydrogen of the 
moisturejwhich must be present for successful bleaching) to 
form" hydrochloric acid and liberates the oxygen. This 
oxygen unites with the colouring matter to form a new 
chemical compound which has no xol our* or, as chemists 
say, the jDxygen oxidises the colouring matter. 

The ease with which chlorine combines with hydrogen is 
seen not only by its action upon moisture, but in other 
ways. A lighted candle will continue to burn when plunged 
into chlorine, though with a very smoky flame. A candle is 
composed of hydrogen and carbon, and the flame continues, 
though with diminished brightness, because of the heat 
generated by the combination of the chlorine gas with the 
hydrogen of the candle to form hydrochloric acid gas. The 
carbon set free in the process is deposited as sootl The same 
explanation holds true for the spontaneous combustion of 
warm turpentine in chlorine gas. 

^Chlorine readily combines with metals to form chlorides. 
If finely divided iron,' copper, arituhony, and other metals be 
sprinkled into dry chlorine gas they at once combine with it, 
the heat of combination being sufficient to cause them to 
inflame. This happens more readily if the metals are first 
warmed. Sodium will burn in chlorine, and the sodium 
chloride which is formed may be readily recognised as 
common salt.' Phosphorus, too, will continue to burn in 
chloride forming white clpuds of a chloride of phosphoras.- 

66. QUANTITATIVE COMPOSITION OF HYDRO- 
CHLORIC ACID GAS. 

i. Density of hydrochloric acid and chlorine. — Determine the 
density of well-dried hydrochloric acid gas and of chlorine in the 
manner described in Expt. 55- Take considerable care in 
doing the experiments, as accurate results are necessary, and 
can be obtained onty with reasonable care. 

Composition of hydrochloric acid.— The density of the 



THE EXAMINATION OF SALT AND NITRE 179 


hydrochloric acid gas, or, as we may call it, of h ydrogen 
c hlorid e , will be found to be about o;ooi64_gram_,per,.c c., 
and that qfjchlorine. about _o ‘,003 19 .gram .per c.c. A litre of 
hydrogen chloride therefore weighs 1*64 gra m, and._two,.litres 
weigh 3*28 grams. We have already found, Expt. 64, vi. (h), 
that hydrogen-.chloride, or, . hydrochloric acid gas, contains 
one half its. volume of hydrogen, so that two litres of the gas 
contain one litre of hydrogen, the.weight.of which Jso'og 
gram. If, therefore, we subtract this from the weight of 
the two litres of hydrogen chloride we shall obtain the 
weight of chlorine present in these two litres. The result 
so obtained, 3^28 ^o - o9 grams, is 3^19 grams, which is the 
weight of one lit re of chloriiie. "X\. is proved, therefore, that 
hydrogen chloride consists of one half its volume of hydro- 
gen and one half its volume of chlorine, or that ijvplume^of. 
hydrogen and 1 yolume„of.. chlorine, .are. combined . in -2 
volumes, j pf„1 hydrogen, chloride .prjiydrochlpric.acid.gasj 


67. ACTION OP SULPHURIC ACID ON NITRE. 


i. Examination of nitre. — (a) Again examine nitre according to 
the scheme oh p. 13 ; or, carefully revise your notes of Expt. 14. 
Be careful to observe more fully.the .effect of heat on nitre ; when 
the nitre is stiongly heated .test the gas evolved with a glowing 
^P.| m - er ’ _ an d \ n to melted nitre drop a small piece. ofLuood. 
Observe,. that ..it -bums- furiously. Nitre .gives up oxygen very 
readily. * Itjs .a powerfuljW7Vf/jzV/§xagv;//j 
i -Place.ajjttle mitre. in a test-tube, add some strong sul- 

phunc.acid, and warm. Noticelhat drops of a liquid condense 
at the top of the tube and run back. 


n. Action of„snlplvuric^acid . on .nitre. — Into a stoppered retort, 
such as is used in th e di stillation of water (pT 52), place '36" or 
40 grams ‘of small crystals of . nitre. Using a funnel, carefully 
introduce enough strong sulphuric" acid to cover, .the nitre. 
Replace the'sjtbppef., Place the retort on a stand, as .shown in 
r ig. 79 > Arid insert its neck in that of a flask which is continu- 
ally kept cool by . water, Just as in the distillation of water. 
Gently, heat the retort.,. Brown fumes .are given off in abund- 
¥ lce >.?nd, soon drops .of a light, .yellow liquid are seen to fell into 
“/■receiving flask. , When enough liquid has distilled over, 
remove the laboratory burner, and while die. materials in the 

M 2 
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retort are sti.ll liquid, pour, them, after removing the stopper, 

fronirfhejretortjntoanevaporating.dish. 



Fig. 79 — Heating sulphuric acid with nitre. 

iii. Properties of the liquid. — (a) Pour a drop or two of , the 
liquid'^from 'the* “receiving flask into a small glass of water. 
Taste a drop of the water by dipping the tip of your finger into 
it and then applying the finger to your tongue. 

(&) Test the water with a blue" litmus paper. The paper is 
turned^red. . The liquid is an acid. 

(4 Pour a drop or two of the liquid from the receiving flask 
on to a fragment of copper in a test-tube. Notice the, biown 
fumes and the blue solution formed. 

(d) Try the action of a little of the acid from the flask on a piece 
of cloth, an'd of a single drop on the palm of the hand. Notice 
the cloth is slowly destroyed and the skin is turned yellow. 

iv. The liquid produced is nitric add.— -Compare carefully the 
liquid which you have obtained with the nitric acid in the 
laboratory bottles. Pay especial attention to the action of 
copper, which is very characteristic. Observe that your liquid 
is identical with nitiic acid. 

Nitricjicid. — When sulphuric acid is heated with nitre, 
or saltpetre as it is also called, a liquid distills over, which, on 
examination, is found to be identical with the acid known as 
nitric acid, also sometimes .called aqua fo?ii$ 

Nitric acid has certain. properties associated with all acids. 
It has a sour taste and turns a blue litmus paper red. 
When pure, it is colourless and gives off colourless fumes. 


THE EXAMINATION OF SALT AND NITRE 181 


But it is easily decomposed. When heated it_ gives off 
brown, fumes. This happens slowly when the pure acid is 
placed in sunlight, a fact which accounts for the brown 
fumes above the liquid in bottles of nitric acid which have 
been kept for some time. 

It is a very powerful acid, hence its name, aqua fortis, 
which dates from the time when all liquids were considered 
to be some kind of water. It destroys organic materials, 
like wood and_clqth. It acts violently on most metals, like 
copper in Expt. 67, iii. (6). Gold and platinum are exceptions, 
for nitric acid has no action upon them. It very readily 
gives up some of the oxygen, of which it contains large 
•quantities. Its great activity is due to the readiness with 
which it gives oxygen, and for this reason it is called an 
oxidise-, r. 

QUESTIONS ON CHAP. XVII 

1. How is hydrochloiic acid obtained? Give a short account of its 
chief properties. 

2. You are provided with some nitie and stiong sulphuric acid, de- 
scribe fully how you would proceed to prepare a specimen of nitric acid. 

3. Briefly indicate the reasoning which leads to the supposition that 
hydrochloric acid gas contains hydrogen united with anothei gas, and 
state how this second gas may be obtained from the acid. 

4. What is the general effect of hydrochloric acid upon (a) metals, 
(b) oxides ? 

5. How may it be proved that hydrochloric acid gas consists of one 
half its volume of {a) hydrogen and (£) chlorine? 

6. Describe the properties of chlorine, and state how you would 
obtain the gas from salt and then re-convert it into salt. 

7. Under what conditions does chlorine unite with (dr) hydrogen, 
(£) phosphorus, ( c ) sodium * 

S. A lighted taper is placed in a jar of chlorine ; what happens, 
and why ? 

9. How may chlorine be («) obtained from, ( b ) converted into 
hydrochloric acid? 

10. 'What is the action of sulphuric acid upon salt? What are the 
properties of both products ? 

u. From hydrochloric acid how could you obtain (a) hydrogen, 
(£) common salt? 

12. By what tests* would you asceitain whether effervescence caused 
by pouring sulphuric acid on a powder was due to the escape of carbon 
dioxide, hydrochloric acid gas, or hydrogen ? 
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BASES, ACIDS, AND SALTS. 

68. BASES. 

i v Caiistic soda. — (a) Place a small piece of sodium in an 
evaporating "dish containing water. An ^ alkaline^ solution of 
sodium Jxydiate, 01 caustic soda, which will consequently turn 
xed litmus blue, is thus produced. Obseive the peculiar soapy 
feel of the solution. Evaporate the solution to dryness, and 
examine the product formed. It is a white amorphous solid. 
Leave a little dry solid in an evaporating basin, and observe that 
it very soon becomes covered with a film of moisture — it is 
deliquescent. Compare it with the solid caustic soda in the 
laboratory and verify the statement that they are identical. 

(A) Buinjsome sodium in a jar of .oxygen or air (Expt. 38, x.), 
and examine the ^product formed. Obsei*ve that it is very 
soluble, yielding absolution with a soapy feel .and an alkaline 
reaction. Evapoiate the solution to dryness, the white solid 
formed is caustic soda. 

ii. Caustic potash. — Repeat Expt. 68, i. a, using potassium 
instead of sodium Observe that the reaction is far more 
vigorous. Evaporate the solution to dryness, and compare 
the product formed with the caustic soda, noting the gieat 
resemblance m properties. This substance is called caustic 
pot ask: 

in. Action of ^urtiinijun on caustic soda. — Place a strong solu- 
tion of caustic soda in a test-tube, add some sheet aluminium 
and warm Observe the evolution of hydiogen. ' 

* Properties of caustic soda and caustic potash.— These 
two compounds are white, deliquescent , solids formed 
by the action of sodium^ and potassium respectively on 
water. They absorb moisture very readily and are both 
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power ful alkali s!, In their general properties they resemble 
eacKTother very closely, and, indeed, it might be thought 
that the two compounds are identical, but this is not so, as 
some of the later experiments will prove. W hen so dium. is 
burntjrLair_an . alkaline substancg is al so obtained, and it may 
therefore be thought that caustic soda is the. .oxide of 
sodium. _J This is not, however, quite correct. Caustic soda 
is formed by. the action of sodium on water 3 if the sodium 
replaced -all -the -hydrogen it is clear that the compound 
formed would consist solely of sodium and, oxygen. But 
the sodium cannot replace the whole of the hydrogen, it 
only replaces one half, so that the resulting compound — the 
caustic, soda — still contains some hydrogen. It consists of 
sodium, oxygen, and hydrogen, and when warmed with 
aluminium this hydrogen _ can also be displaced and its 
presence in caustic-soda verified, as although the hydrogen 
evolved, might .have come from the water of the solution, 
yet, hydrogen is also evolved when aluminium acts upon 
dry, fused, caustic soda. 

Hydroxides. — Compounds like, caustic soda and- caustic 
potash, wluclTcan be looked upon as obtained from, water 
by replacing a part of the hydrogen by. a metal, , aretermed 
hydro xides^ Caustic soda m ay thus be ca lled _ sodjuvi 
hydroxide , and ca ustic po tash. _in like. manner potass iupi. 
hydroxi3e. 

69. FORMATION OF SALTS. 

i. Action of acids on metals, oxides, and hydroxides. — ( a ) Act on 
some magnesium with sulphuric acid. Observe the evolution of 
hydrogen. — . Evapprate the solution nearly Jo dryness and allow 
it to crystallise. ExammeTKe .crystalsTorjmed. 

(fi) Bum some magnesium, and collect the white solid formed. 
Observe that it is a whit^'Skaline powde r nearly ..insoluble in 
water, which, glows when "stnJngly heated, but does notf'undergo 
any chemical change. To some <5f this oxide add some diluted 
sulghuric acid, but not quite enough to dissolve all the~oxTde. 
Observe that the oxide dissol ves luithout. the evolution of gas. 
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, ^Filter, partially evaporate, and allow it to crystallise. Compare 
7Ke 'crystals with those formed in the previous experiment. 

(c) Warm an excess of copper oxide with dilute sulphuric acid. 
Filter and, as before, obtain crystals of the pioduct formed. 

{d} Make a solution of sodium hydroxide by dissolving caustic 
soda in water. To a portion of the solution, in an evaporating 
basin, add. dilute hydrochloric acid, drop by drop, until the solu- 
tion has no effect upon either a red or blue litmus paper. The 
solution is then said to be neutral \ Gently evaporate the solu- 
tion. on a sand bath, until a 3xy, white residue is left. Then, by 
tasting the solid, satisfy yourself that it is common salt.. 

(e) Repeat the last experiment, substituting^ dilute sulphuric 
add. 

(/) Similarly perform the experiment, using dilute nitric acid. 
' ( g ) In a similar manner act on potassium hydroxide with 
hydrochloric acid, and observe that the product formed, a white 
solid, is jioLsqU) although its taste recalls that of salt. 

(h) Wash each of the products, obtained as above, with a 
little water, and then note that they ha\e no action on litmus 
paper. They are neutral compounds . 

Salts. — When a metal acts on an acid, the most general 
result is that the hydrogen contained in the acid is set free. 
In some cases, the hydrogen may react again with more of 
the acid and hence not be set free, but the usual result may 
be regarded as that just stated. The metal combines with 
the remainder of the acid and forms a new product, which 
we call a salt We may, therefore, define a salt as the pro - 
ductjprmed by replacing the hydrogen of an add by a mefaL 
Acids might be defined, therefore, as substances which 
contain hydrogen capable of replacement by a metal \ but 
this definition is hardly sufficient; they are usually charac- 
terised by a sour taste and by their power of turning blue 
litmus red. 

If, instead of a metal, the oxide of the metal acts on the 
acid, the salt is obtained as before, but hydrogen is not 
liberated, the reason being that the hydrogen, which has 
been replaced, combines with the oxygen of the metallic 
oxide to form water. Similarly with hydroxides, the 
hydrogen replaced unites with the oxygen and hydrogen 
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previously combined with the metal and forms water. Thus < 
'^'"Metal and acid form a salt and hydrogen. 1 

^Metallic oxide and acid form a salt and water. 

-f" Metallic hydroxide and acid form a salt and water. 

These metallic oxides, or hydroxides, are known as bases, 
so that we could combine the last two statements and write 
A base and acid form a sa lt and water. 

It must be remembered that^ajcr are ..not necessarily 
alkaline.;, thus, copper oxide is a base, but has no action on 
litmus paper. Only those bases which dissolve in water 
give an alkaline reaction, and we may say that a?i alkali is 
a. soluble base . 

Hovif salts^ are named. — Salts are named from the 
metal and acid_ which enter into their formation. Thus, 
those containing copper are copper salts 3 those containing 
sodium are sodium salts, etc. Those formed from sulphuric 
acid are termed sulphates ; those from hydrochloric acid 
(hydrogen chloride), chlorides', and those from nitric acid, 
nitrates.. The salts produced in Expt 69 are therefore 
named as follows : that produced from magnesium and 
sulphuric acid is magnesium sulphate ; that formed from 
copper oxide and sulphuric acid is copper sulphate •> that 
formed from sodium hydroxide and hydrochloric acid is 
s odjum-t hloride ; that formed from sodium hydroxide and 
nitric acid is sodium nitrate . etc. 

N/S A 'A 

,,70. ..AMMONIA AND AMMON IUM SALTS. 

Certain other compounds, however, besides the metallic 
oxides, may act as bases; thus, we may obtain^ salts from 
ammonia, which, by. Jesting .withered litmus, is seen to Tie 
an alkali. -• 

Preparation of salts .from ammonia.— (a) Prepare salts from the 
three acids, using the ammonia liquid of the laboratory in place 
of caustic soda, in Expt. 69. 

(b) Examine the solids formed, observing carefully the effect 
of heat on each. 
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Saltsjpro duced f rom amm onial — From the alkaline liquid 
called Jiquid .ammonia, or often ammonia, we can obtain a 
series of salts known as ammonium salts ^ just as from caustic 
soda we obtained sodium salts. They are all white powders 
soluble in water. 

Ammonium chloride has a very sharp taste which re- 
sembles somewhat that of common~salt,,but is more burning. 
J t volatilises when. heated, forming thick white fumes which 
are again deposited on any cool object It will be remem- 
bered that this substance was examined earlier (Expt 8) 
and the notes then made should be again re-read. 

Ammonium sulphate is also a white, solublejtolid, which 
melts -when heated and afterwards partially decomposes, the 
smell of ammonia being noticeable. 

Ammonium nitrate melts readily and, shortly after, evolves 
a gas which makes a glowing splint 
burst into flame. If heated too 
strongly, the salfTnay explode. 

71. PREPARATION AND PRO- 
PERTIES OF GASEOUS AM- 
MONIA 

i. Preparation of ammonia. — Place 
some ammonia liquid 'in a flask and 
boil, allowing the gas that is evolved 
to pass over quicklime or solid caustic 
potash in order to diy it. Collect as 
shown in the accompanying diagiam 
(Fig. 80). Obseive the gas has the 
same smell as the liquid and similarly 
actsjpn red litmus. _ 

ii. Action on a lighted taper.— In one 
jar place a lighted taper. Observe that 
thc/ta perjs extinguished. 

in. Solubility of ammonia. — Place a 
second jar in water in the manner described in Expt. 64, rii. ( d\ 
and note the rapid absorption of the gas and rise of the water 
in the jar. The gas is therefore extremely soluble/* 
iv. White tones with hydrochloric acid. — Dip a rod in hydro- 



ammomn 


BASES, ACIDS, AND SALTS 


187 


chloric acid and then hold it over a jar of the gas. .Observe the 
.formation ofwbite fumes. 

v. ^Solution j>f jammonia . gas is the ."liquid ammonia." — Shake 
up a jarofThe gas with a little water. Examine the solution. 
See that it is identical with the “ ammonia liquid,” from which 
the gas was obtained, and that the liquid loses its odour on 
boiling, the gas being evolved. 

vi. JBxoducgonfirom ammonium salts. — Heat an ammonium salt 
with caustic^oHaTo'HimeTorTnerely' well mix the two in a mor- 
tar with the addition of a little water. Observe by the smell 
that a mmonia is produ ced.; 

vii. Ammonia burns injraygen. — Fill a jar with oxygen and 
insert into it a tube, bent as shown in Fig. 72, from which 
ammonia is being evolved. Quickly apply a light to the end of 
the tube and observe that the ammonia will burn in the pure 
oxygen. The flame may be kept burning for some time if 
oxygen be simultaneously passed into the jar. 

^roperties^of aB^oma.— We thus find the “ammonia 
liquid”, is merely a solution of a gas, viz , ammo nia 1 which 
is very soluble in water, which, turns red "litmus, blue, does 
not sup port combust ion, and .is, apparently, not combustible. 
In an atmosphere of oxygen, .however, the gas readily burns, 
forming_nitrogen,and water, it hence contains nitro gen and 
hydrogen. 

The white fumes, formed by the action of the gas on 
hydrochloric acid, are fumes of ammonium chl oride. . , 

The, solu t ion o f, ammonia, has Jbeen,. already, shown to 
behave in a manner closely .analogous to caustic soda, 
forming salts with acids and behaving -very much, like a 
metallic hydroxide.). 

QUESTIONS ON CHAP. XVIII. 

1. You are given a number of cylinders containing ammonia gas. 
Describe the experiments you would make in order to illustrate the 
chemical and physical properties of the gas. 

2. Describe how ammonium nitrate can be prepared. How can 
ammonia and nitric acid be obtained from it? 

1 It should be remembered .tha tam monja is really the name of the gas, 
though frequently employed loosely to~indicate die solution. “ 
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3. How would you obtain potassium nitiate and sodium chloride 
from their respective acids and bases? 

4. What is ammonia ? Give an account of its preparation and more 
characteristic properties. 

5. In what respect does a solution of ammonia resemble a solution of 
caustic soda or caustic potash ? 

6. What are ammonium salts ; how are they prepared ? 

7. Draw the apparatus, and describe how you would prepare 
ammonia gas from the ordinary solution of ammonia. 

8 . State the composition and principal properties of ammonia. 
What happens when it is mixed (a) with water, (£) with nitric 
acid? 

9. How would you obtain crystallised sal-ammoniac from a solution 
of ammonia? How would you obtain the solution of ammonia 
from this product? 

10. What are chlorides ? How may they be obtained ? Give 
examples. 

11. If you were given some nitric acid and some caustic potash, 
describe exactly how you would proceed in order to obtain large 
crystals of nitre. 

12. What are hydroxides? Give examples of metallic hydroxides. 
What pioducts are formed when these hydroxides react with acids? 

13. Write the names and describe the appearances of the substances 
produced when diluted sulphuric and hydrochloric acids respectively are 
mixed with soda and lime respectively, and the water evaporated away. 

14. Describe those properties possessed by sulphuric, hydrochloric, 
and nitric acids, which lead to these substances being designated 
* acuis.’ 

15. Describe the terms acid, base, salt, and indicate how they are 
mutually 1 elated. 

^ 16. What are sulphates ? Describe a method of preparation, and 
give a short account of the appearance and properties of three 
sulphates. 

17. What is the difference between the action of an acid, say 
hydrochloric acid, upon iron and oxide of iron? 

1 8. What is meant by an alkali? Compare the chemical behaviour 

of an alkali with that of an acid. Describe the appearance of any 
two alkalis. # r 

19. Describe exactly how you would prepare a cylinder of dry 
ammonia gas, and also a strong solution of hydrochloric acid. 
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x. Examine and describe as in Chap. ii. the following: soil, lime- 
stone, aluminium, sugar, wood, clay, alum, borax, black lead. 

2. Find out whether an egg undergoes any change of weight on 
being boiled. 

3. Find out whether wax changes in weight when melted. Does it 
change in density, and if so, is it more or less dense when liquid ? 

4. Determine the quantity of sand (or other insoluble solid) in a 
mixture of sand and salt 

[Note. — Weigh out a quantity, from 1 to 2 grams, of the mixture and 
shake well with sufficient water. When all the soluble solid is 
considered to be dissolved filter and wash the filter paper with the 
insoluble residue two or three times, by pouring distilled water 
through it Then place the funnel and filter paper in a steam 
oven (or other oven kept at about ioo° C.) to dry, placing also 
another similar filter paper moistened with distilled water. Aftei 
remaining for a couple of hours weigh the filter paper and residue, 
using the second filter paper as a counterpoise on the other 
scale-pan. Calculate percentage of sand.] 

$ Determine the weight of soluble and of insoluble solid in the 
mixtures provided and compaie the sum of the weights obtained with 
the total used. 

6. Determine the quantity of solid matter dissolved per litre of 
ordinary tap water. 

7. Determine the quantity of solid matter dissolved in sea w r ater 
per litre. 

8. Determine as in {4) the quantity of soluble and insoluble matter 
in soil. 

9. Examine samples of moist sugar for insoluble matter, if present, 
and determine its percentage. 

10. Determine the percentage of ash in coal. 

[Note. — Weigh a crucible; then again weigh the crucible after 
placing in it ab&ut 2 grams of coal. Heat strongly until only a 
white ash temains, and again weigh when cool.] 

11. Determine the percentage of ash in wood, charcoal, and 
paper.. 
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12. Determine the percentage of sal-ammoniac in a mixture of 
sal-ammoniac and salt. 

[Think carefully of the properties of the two substances, and hence 
find a method for their separation.] 

13. Determine the percentage of sulphur in a mixture of sulphur 
and powdered glass : 

(1) By making use of the action of heat on sulphur. 

(2) By making use of its solubility in certain liquids. Compare 
the two results. 

14. Determine by 2 methods the weight of sal-ammoniac and 
powdered glass in a mixture, and compare the results. 

15. Make up a solution containing exactly 100 gms. of salt per litre, 
and determine the concentration by evapoiation of 25 c. c. 

16. Weigh out sufficient magnesium to displace exactly 200 c.c. of 
hydrogen. Determine experimentally the volume actually displaced. 

17. Determine the quantity of zinc in an amalgam of zinc and 
mercury. 

[The hydrogen evolved by the action of dilute sulphuric acid may be 
considered to be due only to the zinc ] 

18. Determine the quantity of oxygen and nitrogen in the ‘air’ 
dissolved in water. 

19. Determine the percentage of lead and oxygen in litharge by 
heating the litharge in a current of hydrogen (coal gas may lie 
employed) in a hard glass tube. 

20. Determine the solubility of lime. 

21. Determine the percentage of potassium chlorate in a given 
mixture of potassium chlorate and manganese dioxide (1) by making 
use of the solubility of the former, (2) by a determination of the weight 
or volume of the oxygen evolved on heating. 

22. Determine the quantitative composition of oxide of mercury by 
finding the loss of weight on heating. 

[Take care to adopt adequate precautions to avoid loss of mercury by 
volatilisation.] 

23. Determine the percentage of potassium chloride in a mixture of 
potassium chlorate and chloride. 

24. Determine the percentage of chalk in a mixture of chalk and lime 
by (1) heating, (2) action of an acid 

25. Determine the solubility of lime in distilled water at ordinary 
temperatures. 

26. Determine the quantity of water of crystallisation in soda 
crystals. 

27. Determine the percentage of carbon dioxide in a sample ot 
limestone ; and also the quantity of material insoluble in acid. (The 
laUcr by the action of excess of acid, filtration, and weighing the dried 
niter paper and tesidue as in Ex. 4.) 
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28. Determine the weight and volume of hydrogen evolved by the 
action of 1 gram of aluminium on acids, and calculate the weight of 
aluminium necessary to displace 1 gram of hydrogen. 

29. Determine the weights of copper and of oxygen in copper oxide. 

[By heating in a current of hydrogen until completely converted into 
copper. (N.B.— Precautions always necessary in work with hydro- 
gen, see p. 124.)] 

30. Weigh out in a crucible sufficient chalk to yield exactly 1 gram 
of pure lime. Heat very strongly, and find experimentally the weight of 
lime produced. 

31. Determine the percentage of carbon dioxide in a given mixture 
of (1) carbon dioxide and oxygen, (2) carbon dioxide and nitrogen. 

[Think carefully of the properties of carbon dioxide, and find a 
method by which it can be separated from either of the other gases.] 

32. Determine the percentage of hydrogen in ordinary concentrated 
sulphuric acid 

[Proceed as in Exp. 4S, but use a weighed quantity of the sulphuric 
add and employ excess of zinc.] 

33. Pass hydrogen chloride on to distilled water contained in a flask 
and previously weighed. Hence find the weight of hydrogen chloride 
in the solution. Find its density. 

From your observations make a table connecting the densities of 
solutions of hydrogen chloride and their percentage composition ; draw 
a graph 

From your graph, state the percentage of the gas in a solution of 
density 1*13 gms./c.c., and state what would be the density of a 
solution containing ro per cent, of hydrogen chloride. 

34. Make a solution as in Ex. 33, in which you know the weight of 
hydrogen chloride. Allow excess of zinc to act on it, find the weight 
of hydrogen evolved, and hence calculate the percentage composition 
of the gas. Compare your results with those obtained on page 179. 

35. By allowing metallic calcium to act on water, determine the 
percentage composition of lime. Hence calculate the complete 
percentage composition of chalk. 

36^ Find the weight of salt produced by the action of 1 gram of 
caustic soda on hydrochloric acid. (Consider the precautions necessary 

caustic soda ) " eight ° f a S ° Hd with P ro P erties like those possessed by 


37. Find the weight of common salt produced by the action of 
I gram of sodium on hydrochloric acid. (Consider carefully the 
precautions necessary as in Ex. 36. ) J 

From your results calculate the percentage of sodium in caustic soda. 

3S. If ptirc compounds are available, determine the weights of 
copper carbonate, lead carbonate and magnesium carbonate, which on 
evolve 44 giams of oxide of carbon. (44 grams is the weight 
evolved from 100 grams of chalk.) h 

Determine also the weight of oxygen and metal in the metallic oxides 
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left when the weights determined above are heated. (See page 65 
and page 124.) 

39. What general reference can you draw regarding the weight of 
oxygen in the metallic oxide which is combined with 44 grams of oxide 
of carbon ? 

What is the weight of oxygen in the 44 grams of oxide of carbon, and 
how does it compare with the weight of oxygen found above ? 

40. Obtain some mortar from an old wall and some freshly made 
mortar used by bricklayers. Investigate the effect of moderate heat 
and of acids on both specimens, and state what conclusions you draw 
regarding the ‘‘setting of mortar.” 

(The above investigation may easily be expanded and form the 
nucleus of an interesting and valuable elementary ** research ” work.) 

41. Determine the percentage of moisture, insoluble matter, chalk 
and lime in a given sample of mortar* 
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Acid, muriatic, 98. 

,, sulphuric, 98. 

„ hydiochloric, 99. 

„ nitric, 99. 

Acids, 89, 98-100 ; action on metals 
of, 100; action on chalk of, 
132 ; action on lime of, 134 ; 
action on metals, oxides, and 
• hydroxides, 183. 

Air, dissolved in water, 39 ; effect 
of rusting on, 60 ; consists of 
two parts, 62 ; abstracted by 
heated metals, 65 ; effect of 
combustion on, 74-75* 

Air, active part of, 62, 79 90. 

Air, inactive part of, 62, 63, 64, 
90 , 91 - 

Alcohol, miscibility with water, 37. 
Alkalis, 89, 183. 

Aluminium, action on caustic soda, 
182, 183. 

Amalgams, 67. 

Ammonia, preparation and pro- 
perties, 186 ; preparation of. 
salts from, I06 ; contains 
nitrogen and hydrogen, 187. 
Ammonium, chloride, 186. 

,, nitrate, 186. 

„ sulphate, 186. 
Amorphous, 11. 

Anhydrous, 22. 

Aqua fortis, 98. 

Bases, 182, 185. 

Blue vitriol,, examination of, 20. 
Brittle, meaning of term, 8. 


Bunsen burnet, 168. 

Burning (see Combustion), 71-78. 

Calcium, 163. 

„ carbonate, 163. 

„ chloride, 133. 

„ sulphate, 135. 

Camphor, solubility in spirits of 
wine, 34. 

Carat, 68. 

Carbon bisulphide, solubility of 
sulphur in, 35. 

Caibonates, 161. 

Carbonate, sodium, 161-163 ; cop- 
per, 161-163; lead, 161-163; 
zinc, 162, 163 ; calcium, 163. 

Catalytic action, 97. 

» agent, 97, 

Caustic potash, 182. 

,, soda, 182, 183 ; action of 
aluminium on, 182 ; contains 
hydrogen, 183. 

Chalk, 18, 132-147; microscopic 
examination of, 19 ; action of 
acids on, 1 32 ; change produced 
by heating, 132 ; composition 
of, 145. 

Chalk gas, preparation and pro- 
perties, 135 ; volume and 
weight from chalk, 137 ; density 
of, 139, 140; action on lime 
water, 144; composition of, 146 
(see also Oxide of carbon). 

Chlorate of potash, 82 (see Potas- 
sium chlorate). 

Chlorides, 185. 
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Chlorine, 175, 1765 density of, 

179. 

Coal, distillation of, 165. 

Coal gas, 165 ; contains carl>on 
and hydrogen, 166, 

Combination, 159. 

Combustibility, 12. 

Combustion, 71-78 ; change of 
weight during, 76. 

Compounds, 159. 

Condensation, 5!, 

Condenser, form of, 51. 

Copper, 28 ; gam in weight during 
rusting, 58 ; action on air, 64 ; 
oxide of, 127, 162; carbonate, 
161, 162. 

Crystalline, 11. 

Crystallisation, 46; water of, 22. 

Crystals, 1 1 ; formation of, 47. 

Cun cs of solubility, 45. 

Decomposition, 159- 

Decrepitation, 17. 

Defiagiating spoon, 84. 

Density, 9. 

Dissolution, 21. 

Distillation, 51. 

Distilling apparatus, 53. 

EfUorescnce, 28. 

Elasticity, 9. 

Elements, 159. 

Equivalent weights, 120. 

Ether, solubility in water, 37 ; 
cooling by evaporation of, 48. 

Eudiometer, 128 

Evaporation, 48; rate of, 49; 
cooling during, jc; differences 
from boiling, 50. 

Examination of a substance, 13. 

Filter paper, folding of, n. 

Filters, 36. 

Filtration, 35, 36. 

Flexibility, 9, 

Flame, 167 ; of a candle, 167 *, 
of coal gas, 167 ; zones, 167 ; 
of Bunsen burner, 168 ; luiui- 
nonity of, 168. 

Flowers of sulphur, 24. 


Gases, properties of, 5 ; soluble in 
water, 37. 

Gasometer, 166. 

Glycerine, miscibility with water, 
37 - 

Gold, 67-6$. 

Green vitriol, examination of, 22. 

Hardness, I -3 ; table of, 3; tests 
of, 2. 

Hydrocarbons, 166. 

Hydrochloric acid, 99 ; action on 
metals, 100, 101 ; action on 
chalk, 132; action on lime, 
134 ; is salt gas solution, 172 5 
formation of salts from, 183. 

Hydrochloric acid gas (see Salt 
gas). 

Hydrogen, 98-130; preparation 
and properties of, 102 ; precau- 
tions in use of, 1035 tests for 
purity of, 105 ; water formed by 
burning of, rn ; from water, 
114; weight and volume dis- 
placed from acids by metals, 
1 1 8-1 20 ; density of, 122 ; pro- 
portion by weight in water, 
124 ; proportion by volume in 
water, 127 ; present in coal 
gas, 166 ; present in salt gas, 
* 73 * 

Hydroxides. 183. 

Indestructibility of matter, 39. 

Iron, 29; action of acids on, 100; 
action of steam on, 114, n6. 

Latent heat of vaporisation, 50. 

Lead, 30 ; heating of, So. 

„ red, So, 81 ; beating of, 80. 

Lime, 133, 134; quicklime, 134; 
slaked, 134 ; composition of, 
163. 

Liquids, properties of, 4, 5 ; in- 
soluble, 37 ; miscibility of, 37 ; 
solution of, 37. 

Litharge, 8t. 

Lustre, metallic, 28. 

Malleability. 9 
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Magnesium, 32 ; gain of weight 
during heating, 65 ; oxide of, 
88 ; action of acids on, 100 ; 
action on water, 115; weight 
and volume of hydrogen dis- 
placed by, 120. 

Manganese dioxide, 82; unchanged 
in heating oxygen mixture, 97. 
Marble, 133. 

Matter, meaning of term, 1 ; dif- 
ferent states of, 6-7 ; indestruc- 
tibility of, 39. 

Mercury, 67-68 ; heating of rust 
of, 79, 80, 81. 

Metallic lustre, 28. 

Metals, 28-33 ? action of heat on, 
57-69 ; action of acids on, 100. 
Muriatic acid, 98. 

Neutral compounds, 184. 

Nitrates, 185. 

Nitre, 26 ; action of sulphuric 
acid on, 179. 

Nitric acid, 99, 180, 18 1. 

Nitrogen, 91 (see also inactive 
part of Air). 

Oil of vitriol, 23. 

Opaque, meaning of term, 9. 

Oxide of carbon, 8S, 146 ; pro- 
duced by burning candle, 149 ; 
piesent in atmosphere, 150; 
produced by breathing, 149, 
150; quantitative composition 
of, 155 (see also Chalk gas). 
Oxides, 84-88 ; of manganese, 

82 ; of carbon, 88 ; of mag- 
nesium, 8S; of phosphorus, 88; 
of sulphur, 88 ; different classes 
of, 89 ; of iron, 89 ; of sodium, 
89. 

Oxidising agent, 179. 

Oxidiser, 181. 

Oxygen, preparation and collec- 
tion, 82 ; physical properties, 

83 ; combustion of substances 
in, 84, 85 ; solubility in water, 
87 ; identity with active part of 
air, 89 ; density of, 93-95. 

Oxygen mixture, 90. 


Peroxides, 177. 

Phosphorus, 71 ; burning of, 71- 
73 ; different kinds of, 73 ; 
active part of air abstracted by, 
74, 75; substance formed # by 
burning of, 75 ; change of weight 
during combustion of, ; oxide 
of, 88. 

Plants, action on oxide of carbon 
of, 151. 

Plastic sulphui, 24, 

Platinum, 67-69. 

Pliability, 9. 

Porosity, 10. 

Potash, caustic, 182. 

Potassium, 182. 

Potassium chlorate^ 82 ; quanti- 
tative study of action of heat on, 
93 - 97 . 

Potassium chloride, 97 * 

,, hydroxide, 183. 

Pyrolusite, 82 (see Manganese 
dioxide). 

Quicklime, 134. 

Quicksilver, 68. 

Red lead, 80-S2. 

Rock salt, 16. 

Rust of mercury, heating of, 79, 

80, 81- 

Rusting, change of weight during, 
58 ; conditions of, 59 ; air 
abstracted during, 60 ; effect 
on air, 60 ; of iron, 60, 63 ; of 
copper, 63, 64 ; of zinc, 66. 

Rusts, table of, 57. 

Salammoniac, 17. 

Salt (common), 15-17, 171 ; spirits 
of, 98 ; action of sulphuric acid 
on, 17 1 ; composition of, 178. 

Salt gas, preparation, 171 ; pro- 
perties, 172- 1 74 ; solubility, 
172 ; contains hydrogen, 173 ; 
composition of, 178. 

Salts, formation of, 183-185 ; 
nomenclature of, 185. 

Sand, 20 ; used for filters, 36. 

Saturated solution, 40. 
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Silver, 66-67 ; coins, 6S. 

Sodium, precautions and use of, 
84 ; burning of, 84 ; oxide of, 
89 ; action of water on, 1 15. 

Sodium hydroxide, 1S3. 

Solids, properties of, 4; solution 
of, 34- 

Solubility. 1 1 ; determination of, 
41 ; effect of temperature on, 
44 ; curves, 45. 

Solution, solid, 34 ; of gases, 37 ; 
liquids, 37 ; no change of weight 
during, 39 ; saturated, 40 

Spirits of salt, 98. 

Still, 53 

Sublimation, iS 

Sulphur, 23 , combustion of, 84 ; 
melting point of, 23; crystals 
of, 24 ; flowers of, 24 ; plastic, 
24 ; solubility in carbon bisul- 
phide, 35 ; oxide of. 88. 

Suspension in water. 35. 

Tin, 31 ; cry of, 31. 

Tinned goods, 31* 


Transparency, 8. 

Vaporisation, latent heat of, 50. 

Vitriol, blue, 20 ; green, 22 ; oil 
of, 23. 

Voltameter, 129. 

Washing soda, 27 (see also Soda). 

Water, tests for, 20 ; purification 
of. 53 ; formed by burning 
hydrogen, m ; synthesis of. 
Hi; hydrogen from, 114; 
action of sodium on, 1 1 5 ; action 
of magnesium on, 115 ; gravi- 
metric composition of, 124 ; 
volumetric composition of, 127 ; 
analysis of, 129 

Watei of crystallisation, 22. 

Water bath, 42. 

Weights, equivalent, 120. 

Zinc, 30 ; action of acids on. 100; 
volume and weight 5 of hydrogen 
displaced by, 118-120. 

Zinc sulphate, 109. 
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